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NEWS 


and NOTES 


IN THIS ISSUE once again the 
variety, depth, and richness of the Holy 
Father’s messages stand out. History, 
philosophy and science, scouting, the 
press, the Christian mother, western cul- 
ture, the college graduate and even the 
motor-scooter are subject matter for 
his comments. All in all there are 20 
or more of his recent addresses and 
letters contained in this issue of THE 
Pope Speaks. But you should turn to 
the contents page and see for yourself 
what wealth this third quarter of the 
year has brought us. 


* 
THE OTHER LEO: The filler 


theme for this issue was suggested by 
a remark of Douglas Woodruff in The 
Tablet (London, June 11, 1955, p. 577). 
Using the term “the other Leo XIII” 
he wrote, “. . . I have always thought 
he is in danger of only being remem- 
bered for Rerum Novarum .. .” Accord- 
ingly we are using for fillers in this is- 


+ sue some selections from a few of the 


encyclicals by Leo XIII on other than 
social and political questions. We have 
only scraped the surface, however, and 
will be back in some future issue with 
more of the “other Leo.” (The-excerpts 
in this issue are taken from America 
Press and Paulist Press pamphlets). 


* 


HIGHWAY AND TRAFFIC 
PROBLEMS: Since our cut-off date 
for this issue (Sept. 30), several new 
and interesting messages of the Pope 
have appeared, auguring well for our 
Winter issue. Among them is a brief 
address on highway and traffic prob- 
lems. In England, W. D. Woeliwart, 


municipal counselor of London, has re- 
portedly arranged for the printing cf 
200,000 copies of the address; and in 
our own country, the President’s Com- 
mittee for Traffic Safety sent copies to 
350 editors of Catholic magazines 
throughout the country for use in con- 
nection with Safe Driving Day (Nov. 


1). 
* 
THE MOVIES: The Pope’s second 


major address on the movies in less 
than six months was delivered to a 
special audience of film people on Oc- 
tober 28. It was a continuation, as it 
were, of the address of June 21 (see 
our Summer issue, p. 101) in the course 
of which the Holy Father had stated that 
he would discuss the movies again un- 
der other aspects. This new message, 
together with the one on traffic, one on 
sports, on TV and radio, on world 
problems, and the other important and 
interesting messages of October, Novem- 
ber, December will appear in our Win- 
ter issue. 
* 


TO EISENHOWER: The Holy Fa- 
ther sent the following message to Presi- 
dent Eisenhower in the hospital in Den- 
ver: 

WE HASTEN TO EXTEND TO YOUR 
EXCELLENCY THE EXPRESSION OF 
OUR SYMPATHY IN YOUR ILLNESS, 
WITH AN ASSURANCE OF OUR PRAY- 
ERFUL SUPPLICATION FOR YOUR 
EARLY RETURN TO HEALTH AND TO 
YOUR VALUED EFFORTS FOR THE 
WELFARE OF YOUR COUNTRY AND 
THE ATTAINMENT OF WORLD PEACE. 

PIUS. 
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PRAISE FOR APOSTOLIC 
DELEGATE: In a letter occasioned by 
the 50th anniversary of the ordination 
of His Excellency Archbishop Amleto 
Giovanni Cicognani, Apostolic Dele- 
gate to the United States, the Holy Fa- 
ther after reviewing the Archbishop’s 
career said among other things: “Ever 
since you began to offer the Holy Sac- 
rifice, you have been performing, with 
singular piety, prudence and ability, 
responsible tasks which have been of 
usefulness to the Church and this Apos- 
tolic See... 

“Twenty-two years ago, you were ele- 
vated to the archiepiscopal dignity and 
named Apostolic Delegate to the United 
States of America. Since then, you have, 
with great generosity, rendered helpful 
service to this Apostolic See and to Us, 
working toward the happy increase of 
- the Catholic faithful in that vast repub- 
lic where, within this space of time, 
twenty-four new dioceses and ten eccle- 
siastical provinces have been estab- 
lished. . . . 

“Gratefully calling to mind_ these 
principal merits of yours in the service 
of the Church, We heartily congratu- 
late you, Venerable Brother, on having 
fulfilled your sacred office so long and 
so effectively, and We pray the good 
God, with His favor and kindness, to 
prosper and protect you for many years 
to come, years similarly abounding in 
merit... .” Translation from an NCWC 
News Service release. 

Archbishop Cicognani was born in 
Italy in 1883 and was ordained to the 
priesthood on September 23, 1905. He 
holds doctorates in theology, philosophy 
and canon law. An older brother of 
Archbishop Cicognani is His Eminence 
Gaetano Cardinal Cicognani, Prefect of 
the Sacred Congregation of Rites in 
Rome. 
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PRICES GOING UP 
Effective January 15, 1956, the 
new subscription rates for TPS will 
be: $5 for one year, $9 for two 
years, $13 for three. The same 
rates will apply for both foreign 
and domestic subscribers. So send 
in your renewals and new subscrip- 
tions early . . . and if you really 
want a bargain, take advantage of 
our Special Christmas Gift Rates, 
described in detail on the inside 
back cover. 











BICYCLE CHAMPIONS: On Sep- 
tember 1, the Holy Father received in 
audience the winners of the World 
Championship Cycling Races, other 
participants in the races, the directors 
of the International Union of Cyclists, 
and their families. There were more 
than 350 persons in the group. The 
Pope presented medals to the winners 
and spoke informally to the sportsmen 
and their families, each in their own 
language. Nations represented were 
Italy, France, Holland, Belgium, Ger- 
many, Switzerland, Great Britain and 
Australia. A few days later the Holy 
Father entertained the “vespistas” (mo- 
tor-scooter riders) of Spain. His address 
to the latter group is reported in this 
issue (see p. 239). 


* 


PAPAL DOCUMENTS IN SPAN- 
ISH: A monumental collection in Span- 
ish of papal encyclicals and other docu- 
ments was published the latter part of 
this summer in Madrid. Edited by Msgr. 
Pasquale Galindo, professor of Latin 
Literature at the University of Madrid, 
the volume has 1644 pages and con- 
tains 233 documents. It begins with 
the Encyclical Mirari vos of Pope Greg- 
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ory XVI, issued on August 19, 1832, 
and ends with Pope Pius XII’s second 
discourse to Italian Catholic Jurists on 


February 5, 1955. 
* 


PONTIFF OF CATHOLIC AC- 
TION: Apparently Pope Pius XI is go- 
ing to be known as “The Pontiff of 
Catholic Action.” The Eleventh Na- 
tional Assembly of Mexican Catholic 
Action dedicated its activities (August 
2 to 6) to the memory of Pope Pius XI 
under that title. 

* 


THE BEATIFICATION CAUSE 
of Pius IX has taken another step 
forward with the solemn opening of the 
“Apostolic Process.” This constitutes 
the second stage in the complicated 
procedures and formalities that are re- 
quired in order to establish beyond 
reasonable doubt the sanctity of a de- 
ceased person and thus prepare the way 
for his beatification. Pius IX died Feb- 
ruary 7, 1878, after a pontificate lasting 
32 years—the longest in the history of 
the Church—and one which witnessed 
the definitions of the dogmas of the 
Immaculate Conception (1854) and of 
Papal Infallibility (1870). He was fol- 
lowed by Pope Leo XIII. 

Meanwhile the Sacred Congregation 
of Rites discussed in preparatory ses- 
sion the heroic degree of virtue of Pope 
Innocent XI. The next step in the cause 
will be a general session in which the 
Holy Father will participate. Pope In- 
nocent reigned from 1676 to 1689. His 
beatification cause was _ introduced 


June 23, 1714. 
* 


THE VATICAN OBSERVA- 
TORY, believed to be the world’s old- 


est, is adding another telescope to the 
three it now has in operation. The new 
addition will be a 38%4-inch telescope, 
made in England. It will be the second 
largest in Europe—the largest one being 
in Hamburg, Germany. 


* 
AND VATICAN RADIO is to get 


one of the world’s most modern short- 
wave antennas. The German Telefunken 
Corporation will set up the new system 
of 21 star-shaped antennas stretching 
between 24 steel towers up to 180 feet 
in height. The aerials will be direc- 
tional and make it possible to beam 
Vatican shortwave broadcasts to all 
parts of the globe. 


* 
WE WERE PUZZLED when 25 


copies of our Summer issue were re- 
turned by a distributor recently. But 
we are more than satisfied with the ex- 
planation. He had left to enter the Car- 
melite Novitiate and no successor for 
him had yet been found. We cannot 
promise such a promotion for any or 
all of our distributors, but we do need 
them and therefore we are printing the 
following notices: 


AGENTS WANTED 


We need “distributors” in the cities, 
towns, dioceses and parishes to place 
THe Pope Speaks and its reprints in 
the churches. Write us if you think you 
can help, or if you can suggest some- 
one who can. 


AND STUDENT 
REPRESENTATIVES 


We feel sure there are still a great 
number of people, even in university 
circles, who do not know of THE Pope 
SPEAKS; or who do not quite realize 
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how valuable it can be to them; or who 
would subscribe if only someone would 
ask them. To fill this void, we need a 
student representative on every Catho- 
lic campus in the country—to “push” 
TPS sales among the faculty and stu- 
dents, in the college bookstores and 
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pamphlet racks, and to encourage group 
buying for classroom and study club 
use. You can help us here also, if you 
will. Simply send us the name of a good 
reliable student at your university who 
might be interested—or suggest to him 
that he write us directly for full details. 


Tue Pore Speaks is published quarterly and presents in English the important and 
interesting messages of the Holy Father during the preceding three calendar months. 
Our principal “source” is Osservatore Romano, Vatican City daily, which prints the 
Pope’s messages in the language in which they were originally given—Latin or French, 
Italian, English, Spanish, German, etc. Thus, this Autumn issue brings you translations 
of his more important and interesting messages which appeared in Osservatore Romano 
during the months of July, August, September. Occasionally we use other sources; and, 
when space permits, we dip into the past and print some of the older papal messages. 
Tue Pore Speaks is published at 3622 - 12th St., N. E., Washington 17, D. C. Subscrip- 
tion rates: $4.00 per year; $7.00 two years; $10.00 three years. Second-class mail 


privileges authorized at Washington, D. C. 
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Lastly, we ought to pray to and invoke the Holy Spirit, for 
each one of us greatly needs His protection and His help. The 
more a man is deficient in wisdom, weak in strength, borne 
down with trouble, prone to sin, so ought he be the more to fly 
to Him who is the never-ceasing fount of light, strength, con- 


solation, and holiness. 
—Leo XIII. Divinum Illud. May 9, 1897. 








The Church and History 


Message of Pope Pius XII to the International Congress of Historical 
Sciences 


Vous avez voulu 


OU have come, gentlemen, in 
large numbers to visit Us 
on the occasion of the Tenth 

International Congress of Histor- 
ical Sciences. We receive you with 
joy, and in the conviction that this 
event is endowed with great signif- 
cance. Never before, perhaps, 
has so distinguished a group of 
learned historians assembled in 
Rome, at the centre of the Church 
and in the home of the Pope. 
Nevertheless, We do not in any 
way feel that We are meeting 
strangers or persons unknown to 
Us. Many of you, in fact, have 
been among the thousands of his- 
torians who have worked in the 
Vatican Library or Archives, 
opened for the past seventy-five 
years exactly. Moreover, your ac- 
tivity as research workers or as 
professors has given the majority 
of you, if not to all, the opportunity 
to come into contact in some way 
with the Catholic Church and the 
Papacy. 

Although history is an ancient 
science, it has been necessary to 
wait for the last centuries and the 
development of historical criticism 
for it to attain the perfection 
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which it now enjoys. Thanks to 
the rigid requirements of its 
method and to the untiring zeal of 
its experts, you are in a position 
to know the past with more detail 
and to judge with more accuracy 
than any of your predecessors. 
This fact emphasizes again the im- 
portance that We attribute to your 
presence here. 


The mountainous fact of 
the Church 


History ranks among the sci- 
ences that have very close relations 
with the Catholic Church, and this 
to such a degree that We could not 
address Our welcome to you with- 
out mentioning this fact, almost 
automatically. The Catholic 
Church herself is an historic fact. 
Like a great mountain-range, she 
bestrides the history of the past 
two thousand years. Whatever may 
be the attitude adopted towards 
her, it is impossible to escape her. 
The judgments passed upon her 
are very varied: they range from 
her total acceptance to her decisive 
rejection. 

But whatever may be the final 
verdict of the historian, whose task 
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it is to see and to describe facts, 
events and circumstances so far as 
possible as they took place, the 
Church believes that she can ex- 
pect of him that he will in any case 
inform himself of her own histor- 
ical awareness of herself; that is 
to say, of the way she regards her- 
self as an historical fact, and of 
the way she regards her relation- 
ship to human history. 

We wish to say a few words 
about this consciousness that the 
Church has of herself, citing facts, 
circumstances and conceptions that 
seem to Us to have a more funda- 
mental significance. 


History vs Historicism 


In the first place, We wish to 
refute an objection that presents 
itself, so to speak, at the very out- 
set. Christianity, it was said, and 
is still said, of necessity takes up 
a hostile attitude to history be- 
cause it perceives in history an ex- 
pression of evil and of sin; Cath- 
olicism and history are antithetical 
concepts. Let us note, in the first 
place, that the objection so form- 
ulated considers history and his- 
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toricism as equal concepts. In this 
it is wrong. The term “historic- 
ism” describes a philosophical sys- 
tem; that which sees only change 
and evolution in every spiritual 
reality, in the knowledge of what 
is true, in religion, morality and 
law, and rejects, in consequence, 
everything that is permanent, eter- 
nally of value and absolute. Such 
a system is assuredly not reconcil- 
able with the Catholic conception 
of the world, or, in general, with 
any religion that recognizes a per- 
sonal God. 


The Lord of History 

The Catholic Church knows that 
all events take place according to 
the Will or the permission of 
Divine Providence, and that God 
attains his objectives in history. 
As the great St. Augustine said 
with classical precision, what God 
proposes “that comes about, that 
happens; even though it happens 
slowly, it happens ceaselessly.” ? 
God is truly the Lord of history. 

This affirmation of itself alone 
already replies to the objection 
mentioned. No opposition will be 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 9, 1955. French text. Translation 


from the London Tablet. 


Close to 2000 of the world's leading historians heard this 45 minute address 
of the Holy Father. They were gathered in Rome for the tenth International Con- 
gress of Historical Sciences. The Pope came into Rome from Castelgandolfo and 


received the delegates in special audience at the Vatican. In connection with the 


congress, a number of priceless Vatican documents were put on display for the 


first time, extending over a period of almost a thousand years of the Church's 
history—from the Registry of Pope John Vill (876) to correspondence of the Vatican 
Secretary of State with the United States (up to 1831). 
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found between Christianity and 
history, in the sense that would 
make history only an emanation or 
expression of evil. The Catholic 
Church has never taught such a 
doctrine. Since Christian antiquity, 
since the age of the Fathers, but 
especially since the spiritual con- 
flict with Protestantism and Jan- 
senism, she has clearly defined her 
position in nature’s favour. She 
affirms that sin has not corrupted 
it; that it has remained inwardly 
intact, even in fallen man; that the 
pre-Christian man, and he who is 
not Christian, could and can do 
good and honest actions even apart 
from the fact that the whole of 
mankind, including those who lived 
before Christianity, is under the 
influence of the grace of Christ. 

The Church willingly recognizes 
the good and great realities, even 
though they existed prior to her, 
and even outside her domain. St. 
Augustine, upon whom adversaries 
willingly rely for support, wrongly 
interpreting his De Civitate Dei, 
does not conceal his pessimism, but 
is very clear. To the Tribune and 
the Imperial Notary Flavius Mar- 
cellinus, indeed, to whom he dedi- 
cated that great work, he writes: 
“God so showed, in the very 
wealthy and splendid Roman Em- 
pire, the value of civic virtues even 
without religion, that it might be 
understood, if this is granted, that 
men become citizens of that other 
city whose king is truth, whose law 
is charity and whose method is 
eternity.” * In these words has Au- 
gustine expressed the constant 
opinion of the Church. 
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Divine and historical 


Let Us now speak of the Church 
herself as an historical fact. While 
the Church fully affirms her divine 
origin and her supernatural char- 
acter, she knows at the same time 
that she entered humanity as an 
historical fact. Her divine found- 
er, Jesus Christ, is an historic per- 
sonality. His life, death and resur- 
rection are historical facts. It 
sometimes happens that those who 
deny the Divinity of Christ admit 
His resurrection, because, in their 
view, it is too well proved histor- 
ically; anyone wishing to deny it 
would have to efface the whole of 
ancient history, because none of its 
facts is better proved than the 
resurrection of Christ. 

The mission and the growth of 
the Church are historical facts. 
Here in Rome it is appropriate to 
mention St. Peter and St. Paul. 
Paul, even from a purely historical 
point of view, is among the most 
remarkable figures of humanity. 
With regard to the Apostle 
Peter and his place in the Church 
of Christ, although the archaeolog- 
ical proof of his sojourn and death 
in Rome has no essential impor- 
tance for the Catholic Faith, We 
have nevertheless caused the well- 
known excavations under the ba- 
silica to be made. Their method is 
approved by the critics; the result 
—the discovery of the tomb of 
Peter under the dome, just beneath 
the present papal altar—has been 
accepted by the vast majority of 
critics, and even the greatest scep- 
tics have been impressed by what 


*Ennaratio in Ps. 109 n. 9—Migne P.L. t. 37, col. 1452. Quotation in Latin in 


original text. 


* Ep.138 n. 17—Migne P.L. t. 33, col. 588. Quotation in Latin in original text. 
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the excavations have revealed. 
Furthermore, We have reason to 
believe that further research and 
studies will permit the acquisition 
of yet more new and precious 
knowledge. 


Church’s mission: religious, 
human 

The origins of Christianity and 
of the Catholic Church are histor- 
ical facts proved and defined in 
time and space. Of this the Church 
is fully aware. She knows also that 
her mission, although belonging by 
its nature and its specific ends to 
the religious and moral domain, 
lying in the hereafter and eternity, 
nevertheless penetrates to the very 
heart of human history. Always 
and everywhere adapting herself 
unceasingly to the circumstances 
of time and place, she seeks to 
fashion persons, the individual 
and, so far as possible, all individ- 
uals according to the law of Christ, 
reaching also in this manner to 
the moral foundations of life in 
society. The aim of the Church is 
man, naturally good, penetrated, 
ennobled and strengthened by the 
truth and the grace of Christ. 


The Church and society 


The Church wishes to make men 
“established in their inviolable in- 
tegrity as images of God; men 
proud of their personal dignity and 
their salutary freedom; men right- 
ly jealous of equality with their 
fellows in all that touches the most 
intimate roots of human dignity; 
men solidly attached to their lands 
and their tradition.” That is the 
intention of the Church as We 
formulated it in Our address of 


February 20th, 1946, on the oc- 
casion of the imposition of the 
Barretta on the new Cardinals.’ 
We add: in this present century, 
as in the past century, when the 
problems of the family, society, the 
State and the social order have 
acquired an ever-increasing im- 
portance, and even a capital im- 
portance, the Church has spared 
no effort to contribute to the solu- 
tion of these questions, and, We 
believe, with some success. The 
Church is convinced that she can- 
not labour more effectively than in 
continuing to form men in the way 
We have described. 


Visible, real organism 


To attain these objectives, the 
Church does not act only as an 
ideological system. She is doubt- 
less defined as such when the term 
“Catholicism” is used, for this 
term is neither customary nor fully 
adequate for her. She is much 
more than a simple ideological sys- 
tem; she is a reality just as visible 
nature, as a people or a State, are 
realities. 

She is an organism, very much 
alive, with her own objectives, her 
own principle of life. Unchange- 
able in the constitution and struc- 
ture given her by her founder 
Himself, she has accepted and ac- 
cepts the elements that she needs 
or judges useful for her growth 
and her action: men and human 
institutions, philosophical and cul- 
tural inspirations, political forces 
and ideas or social institutions, 
principles and activities. 

Spreading throughout the world, 
the Church has thus been sub- 


* Acta Ap. Sed. 38, 1946, p. 147; Discorsi e Radiomessaggi, vol. VII, 1946, p. 393. 
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jected in the course of the cen- 
turies to various changes, but in 
her essence she has always re- 
mained the same, because the mul- 
titude of elements that she has re- 
ceived have from the very begin- 
ning been subjected to the same 
fundamental] faith. 


All-embracing—without 
compromise 


The Church could be all-embrac- 
ing and could also show herself in- 
flexibly strict. If one considers her 
history as a whole, one sees that 
she has been both one and the 
other, with a sure instinct for what 
was appropriate for the different 
peoples and what for the whole 
of humanity. So, too, she has re- 
jected all excessively naturalist 
movements, contaminated in some 
way by the spirit of moral license, 
but also gnostic and falsely spirit- 
ual and puritan tendencies. The 
history of Canon Law up to the 
Codex now in force gives many 
significant proofs of this. Take, for 
example, ecclesiastical legislation 
on marriage, and the recent papal 
declarations on the questions of 
conjugal society and the family,.in 
all their aspects. There you will 
find an example, among many 
others, of the way the Church 
thinks and acts. 


Supporter of authority, 
opponent of tyranny 

By virtue of a similar principle, 
she has intervened regularly in the 
sphere of public life in order to 
ensure a just balance between duty 
and obligation on the one hand and 
law and liberty on the other. Po- 
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litical authority has never hada 
supporter more worthy of confi- 
dence than. the Church, for the 
Catholic Church bases the author- 
ity of the State on the will of the 
Creator, on the Commandment of 
God. Assuredly, it is because the 
Church attributes a religious value 
to political authority that she has 
opposed the arbitrariness of the 
State, and tyranny in all its forms. 
Our predecessor Leo XIII, in his 
Encyclical Letter Immortale Dei of 
November 1st, 1885, wrote: 

“Truly whatever can serve the 
common good of the many; what- 
ever, in contrast with the license 
of badly advised princes, has been 
instituted for the benefit of the 
people; whatever prevents the 
higher public authority from in- 
vading municipal or family affairs 
inopportunely ; whatever serves to 
uphold the dignity, the person of 
man, the fairness of the law in the 
various communities—of all these 
things the records of past ages 
prove that the Catholic Church has 
always been either the proposer, 
the patron or the guardian.” * 

When, seventy years ago, Leo 
XIII wrote these words, eyes were 
turned to the past and men could 
not guess to what proof they would 
be put in the immediate future. 
Today We believe We can say that 
the Church, during these seventy 
years, has shown herself faithful 
to her past, and even that those 
claims of Leo XIII have been, since 
then, largely exceeded. 


Church and State 


We come thus to treat two prob- 
lems that deserve very particular 
attention: the relations between 


*Leonis XII P.M. Acta, ed. Romana, vol. V, 1886, p. 142. Quotation in Latin in 


original text. 
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the Church and the State, and be- 
tween the Church and culture. 

In the pre-Christian era the 
State was competent both in pro- 
fane matters and in the religious 
domain. The Catholic Church real- 
izes that her Divine Founder has 
transmitted to her the domain of 
religion, the religious and moral 
direction of men in all its fulness 
independently of the power of the 
State. Since this has been so there 
has existed a history of relations 
between Church and State, and 
that history has strongly capti- 
vated the attention of research 
workers. 


Both sovereign 


Leo XIII has, so to speak, con- 
densed the specific nature of those 
relations in one formula, of which 
he has given brilliant illustrations 
in his Encyclical Letters Diutur- 
num illud (1881), Immortale Dei 
(1885) and Sapientiae Christianae 
(1890). The two powers, the 
Church and the State, are sover- 
eign. Their nature, and the aims 
they pursue, define the limits with- 
in which they rule jure proprio. 
Like the State, so the Church, too, 
also possesses a sovereign right to 
all that she needs to attain her ob- 
jective, and this also includes ma- 
terial things: 

“Whatever, therefore, in human 
things is in any way sacred, what- 
ever pertains to the salvation of 
souls or the worship of God, 
whether by its nature or whether 
such is understood on account of 
the cause to which it refers, all this 


is in the power and the discretion 
of the Church.” ® 

The Church and the State are 
independent powers, but they must 
not for that reason ignore one an- 
other, still less be in conflict with 
one another. It is much more in 
conformity with nature and the 
divine will that they collaborate in 
mutual understanding, since the 
action of both is applied to the 
same subject; that is to say, to the 
Catholic citizen. Cases of conflict 
certainly remain possible; and 
when the laws of the State violate 
the divine law, the Church has the 
moral obligation to oppose them. 


The medieval concept 


One might say that with the ex- 
ception of a few centuries— 
throughout the whole of the first 
thousand years of Christian his- 
tory, as during the last four cen- 
turies—the formula of Leo XIII 
reflects the conscience of the 
Church more or less explicitly; 
moreover, even during the inter- 
mediary period there were repre- 
sentatives of the doctrine of the 
Church, and perhaps even the ma- 
jority, who shared the same opin- 


ion. 


When Our predecessor Boniface 
VIII said on April 30th, 1303, to 
the envoys of the German King 
Albert of Habsburg: 

“Just as the moon has no light 
except what it receives from the 
sun, so also no earthly power has 
anything except what it receives 
from ecclesiastical authority .. . 
all power is from Christ, and from 
Us as the Vicar of Jesus Christ.” ° 


*Immortale Dei—Acta ed. Romana, vol. V pagg. 127-128. Quotation in Latin in 
original text. 
* Mon. Germ. hist., LL. sect. IV, tom. IV, part. 1, pag. 189, 19-82. Quotation is in 
Latin in original text. 
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this was perhaps the most em- 
phatic expression of what is 
termed the medieval idea of the 
relations of the spiritual power 
and the temporal power. From this 
idea men like Boniface drew the 
logical consequences. But even for 
them it was normally only a ques- 
tion of the transmission of au- 
thority as such, and not of the 
designation of its holder, as Boni- 
face himself stated at the Con- 
sistory of June 24th, 1303.7 This 
medieval conception was condi- 
tioned by the period. Those who 
know its sources will probably ad- 
mit that it would be even more 
astonishing had it not appeared. 


Church’s defense of spiritual 
values 


They will also perhaps grant 
that in accepting struggles such as 
that of investitures the Church 
defended highly spiritual and 
moral values, and that, from the 
time of the Apostles until our own 
days, her efforts to remain inde- 
pendent of the civil power have al- 
ways tended to safeguard the free- 
dom of religious convictions. Let it 
not be objected that the Church 
herself scorns the personal convic- 
tions of those who do not think as 
she does. The Church considered 
and considers the voluntary re- 
nouncement of the. true faith as 
a fault. When, from about the year 
1200, this defection brought penal 
prosecution by both the spiritual 
and the civil authority, that was 
to prevent the rending of the reli- 
gious and ecclesiastical unity of 
the West. The Church applies to 
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non-Catholics the principle em- 
bodied in the Code of Canon Law; 
Ad amplexandam fidem catholicam 
nemo invitus cogatur [“No one 
may be forced against his will to 
embrace the Catholic Faith’’] 
(Canon 1351), and judges that 
their convictions constitute a mo- 
tive, but not always the principal 
motive, for tolerance. We have al- 
ready treated this subject in Our 
allocution of December 6th, 1953, 
to the Catholic jurists of Italy. 


The Church in the United States 


The historian must not forget 
that, if the Church and the State 
have known hours and years of 
conflict, there have been, from 
Constantine the Great up to the 
present time, and even in recent 
times, periods of calm, during 
which they have collaborated in 
full understanding in the educa- 
tion of the same persons. The 
Church does not conceal that in 
principle she considers this collab- 
oration as normal, or that she re- 
gards as an ideal the unity of a 
people in the true religion and un- 
animity of action between herself 
and the State. She also knows, 
however, that for some time now 
events have been developing in 
rather the other sense; that is to 
say, towards the multiplicity of re- 
ligious confessions and concepts of 
life in the same national commun- 
ity, where Catholics constitute a 
more or less strong minority. It 
may be interesting, and even sur- 
prising, for the historian to find 
in the United States of America 
one example among others of the 


*Cfr. C. E. Bulaeus, Historia Universitatis Parisiensis, t. IV, Paris, 1688, pag. 


31-33. 
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way the Church succeeds in flour- 
ishing in the most varied condi- 
tions. 


Concordats 


In the history of relations be- 
tween Church and State, Concor- 
dats play, as you know, an im- 
portant part. What We have al- 
ready noted on this subject in the 
allocution just mentioned, of De- 
cember 6th, 1953, can also be said 
of the historical appreciation that 
may be made of them. In Con- 
cordats, We said, the Church seeks 
juridical security and the neces- 
sary independence for her mission. 
We added: 

“It is possible that the Church 
and the State declare in a Concor- 
dat their common religious con- 
viction, but it can also happen that 
the Concordat has as its objective, 
among other things, the preven- 
tion of disputes regarding ques- 
tions of principle, and the avoid- 
ance of possible occasions of con- 
flict from the beginning. When 
the Church has placed her signa- 
ture to a Concordat, that signature 
is valid for the whole of its con- 
tent. But the inner meaning may 
include implications of which the 
contracting parties are both aware. 
It may indicate an explicit ap- 
proval, but it may also indicate a 
simple tolerance, in accordance 
with the principles that serve as 
rule for the co-existence of the 
Church and her faithful with the 
authorities and men of another 
belief.” ® 
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The Church and Culture 


The Catholic Church has exer- 
cised a powerful and even decisive 
influence on the cultural develop- 
ment of the past two thousand 
years. She is, however, well con- 
vinced that the source of that in- 
fluence is to be found in the spirit- 
ual element that characterizes her, 
her religious and moral life, and 
to such a degree that, if this were 
to weaken, her cultural influence— 
for example, that which she uses 
for the benefit of social order and 
peace—would suffer also. 


For all time and all men 


A number of historians, or, more 
precisely, perhaps, philosophers of 
history, consider that the place of 
Christianity, and hence of the 
Catholic Church, is “a recent de- 
velopment,” ein spdtes Ergebnis, 
as in fact Karl Jaspers thinks,® in 
the Western world. That the work 
of Christ is a recent development 
is a question that We do not intend 
to discuss here. Essentially, in 
fact, it is devoid of interest, and 
with regard to the future of hu- 
manity one can in the end do no 
more than offer conjectures. What 
concerns Us is that the Church is 
aware of having received her mis- 
sion and her task for all time to 
come, and for all men, and that in 
consequence she is not bound to 
any specific culture. 

St. Augustine, long ago, was 
deeply affected when the conquest 
of Rome by Alaric shook the Em- 


® Acta Ap. Sed. 45, 1953, 802, Discorsi e Radiomessaggi, vol. XV, p. 491 s. [See 
The Pope Speaks (1st Qtr. 1954) v. 1 p. 71] 
°Vom Ursprung und Ziel der Geschichte, Frankfurt/M—Hamburg, 1955, p. 65. 





CHURCH AND HISTORY 


pire with the first upheavals that 
foretold its ruin; but he had never 
believed that the Empire would en- 
dure eternally. “What God Him- 
self has made will pass, and how 
much more quickly that founded by 
Romulus,” he says in the sermon 
Audivimus nos exhortantem Do- 
minum nostrum,® and then in The 
City of God he makes a clear dis- 
tinction between the existence of 
the Church and the fate of the Em- 
pire. That was to think as a Cath- 
olic. 


The Middle Ages 


What is called the West, or the 
Western world, has undergone pro- 
found modifications since the 
Middle Ages: the religious schism 
of the sixteenth century, the ra- 
tionalism and the liberalism lead- 
ing to the nineteenth-century 
State, to its policy of force and its 
secularized civilization. It then 
became inevitable that the rela- 
tions of the Catholic Church with 
the West should undergo a dis- 
placement. 

But even the culture of the 
Middle Ages itself cannot be char- 
acterized as the Catholic culture; 
although closely bound to the 
Church, it drew its elements from 
different sources also. Even the 
religious unity that was a mark of 
the Middle Ages was not peculiar 
to them: it was already a charac- 
teristic note of Christian antiquity, 
in the Roman Empire of the East 
and of the West, from Constantine 
the Great to Charlemagne. 
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Church’s contribution to all 
cultures 


The Catholic Church is not iden- 
tified with any one culture; her 
essence forbids it. She is ready, 
however, to enter into relations 
with all cultures. She recognizes 
and leaves to subsist whatever in 
those cultures is not opposed to na- 
ture. To each, however, she brings 
in addition the truth and the grace 
of Jesus Christ, and thus confers 
upon them a profound resemb- 
lance; it is by this very means that 
she makes the most effective con- 
tribution to bringing peace to the 
world. 


Age of science and technology 


The whole world is still today 
subject to the action of another 
element, of which it is predicted 
that it will give rise to very con- 
siderable upheavals in the history 
of mankind (under the profane as- 
pect). This is that science and 
modern technology which Europe, 
or, rather, the Western countries 
have created. during these latter 
centuries. Any nation that does 
not accept them, it is said, is back- 
ward and will be eliminated. Those 
nations which do accept them, on 
the other hand, must also accept 
the dangers that they bring “for 
the human being” (fiir das Men- 
schsein) ." 

Science and modern technology 
are, indeed, in process of becoming 
the common property of humanity. 
What causes uneasiness is not only 
the danger with which they threat- 
en “the human being,” but the fact 
that they have shown themselves 


” 105 c. 7 n. 10—Migne P.L. t. 38, col. 623. Quotation in Latin in original text. 


4 Jaspers, 1. c. p. 67 et 81. 
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incapable of halting the spiritual 
alienation that separates races and 
continents: this seems, on the con- 
trary, to be increasing. 


Factor of equilibrium 


If catastrophe is to be averted, 
it will be necessary, therefore, to 
set powerful religious and moral 
forces of unification to work at the 
same time on a higher plane, and 
to make them the common good of 
humanity. The Catholic Church 
realizes that she possesses such 
forces, and she believes that it is 
no longer necessary for her to fur- 
nish historical proof of it. 

For the rest, she does not range 
herself in opposition to science and 
modern technology, but she acts 
rather as a counter-balance and a 
factor of equilibrium. Thus she 
will be able to fulfill her task when 
science and technology triumph 
just as well as she has done during 
the past centuries. 


Testimony of the Archives 


We have endeavoured to de- 
scribe to you how the Church sees 
herself as an historical phenom- 
enon, how she regards her task 
and her relations with other deter- 
mined historical data. Our pre- 
decessor Pope Leo XIII generously 
opened the Vatican Archives to 
scholars. Historians can there con- 
template, as in a mirror, the 
knowledge that the Church has of 
herself. 

You know that one single docu- 
ment can lead to error, but not a 
whole collection of archives, if, 
like that of the Vatican, with its 
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considerable material, covering 
whole pontificates, whole decades, 
whole centuries, it brings out, 
through innumerable changes of 
events, of men and of conditions, 
a well-defined manner of thinking 
and behaving, and definite convic- 
tions and principles. Thus the 
Vatican Archives are a testimony 
worthy of the confidence and the 
conscience of the Catholic Church. 

Desirous also of responding to 
the wishes of scholars, We are at 
present considering the most op- 
portune means to expand even fur- 
ther the gesture of Our predeces- 
sor by rendering accessible the 
documents relating to a further 
period. 


Not free from presuppositions— 
but impartial 


When he opened the Vatican 
Archives to the public, Leo XIII 
recalled in the words of Cicero the 
classical rule that the historian 
must observe: primam esse his- 
toriae legem ne quid falsi dicere 
audeat: deinde ne quid veri non 
audeat: ne qua suspicio gratiae sit 
in scribendo, ne qua simultatis.'* 
You know how often the theme 
“science must be free from pre- 
suppositions” has been discussed. 
This theme was a slogan; and, like 
all slogans, it did not lack ambi- 
guity, and was also open to con- 
fusion. There is no science, or at 
least no positive science, that is 
really free from presuppositions. 
Each postulates at least certain 
laws of being and of thought that 
it uses to constitute itself. If only, 


* Cicero, De oratore 1. 2 cap. 15; Leo XIII in the letter Saepenumiro considerantes 
of August 18, 1888—Leonis XIII P.M. Acta vol. III, Romae, 1884, p. 268. 
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instead of “free from presupposi- 
tions,” one had said “impartial”! 
Let science, in its pursuit of truth, 
not permit itself to be influenceg 
by subjective considerations—hefe 
is a proposition on which all could 
have been in agreement. 


Gift and safeguard 
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That each one of you, and the 
science in which you are engaged, 
may contribute to make past his- 
tory a lesson for the present and 
the future, We invoke whole-heart- 
edly upon you the most abundant 
divine blessings. 


The God of all providence, who in the adorable designs of His love at 
first elevated the human race to the participation of the divine nature, and 
afterwards delivered it from universal guilt and ruin, restoring it to its primi- 
tive dignity, has, in consequence, bestowed upon man a splendid gift and 
safeguard—making known to him, by supernatural means, the hidden mys- 
teries of His divinity, His wisdom and His mercy. . . . This supernatural reve- 
lation, according to the belief of the universal Church, is contained both in 
unwritten tradition and in written books, which are, therefore, called sacred 
and canonical because, “being written under the inspiration of the Holy 
Ghost, they have God for their author, and as such have been delivered to 


the Church”. 


—Leo XIII. Providentissimus Deus. Nov. 18, 1893. 











Random Quotes... 


Science and modern technology are, indeed, in process of be- 
coming the common property of humanity. What causes uneasiness 
is not only the danger with which they threaten “the human being,” 
but the fact that they have shown themselves incapable of halting 
the spiritual alienation that separates races and continents: this 
seems, on the contrary, to be increasing. 

If catastrophe is to be averted, it will be necessary, therefore, to 
set powerful religious and moral forces of unification to work at 
the same time on a higher plane, and to make them the common 
good of humanity. The Catholic Church realizes that she possesses 
such forces, and she believes that it is no longer necessary for her 
to furnish historical proof of it. For the rest, she does not range 
herself in opposition to science and modern technology, but she 
acts rather as a counter-balance and a factor of equilibrium. Thus 
she will be able to fulfill her task when science and technology 
triumph just as well as she has done during the past centuries. [To 
a group of historians; see p. 213-214] 


* * * 


Caeli enarrant gloriam Dei! The heavens proclaim the glory of 
God! In these times, when science has penetrated into so many 
immeasurable abysms, this praise of the divine glory resounds 
more powerfully than ever before in our hearts! But what is all of 
science, even if it were millions of times more powerful, compared 
with the literally infinite glory which is rendered in the silence of 
our altars to the Eternal Father, to the Eucharistic God, perenially 
immolated? [To the International Eucharistic Congress; see p. 
258] 


* * *% 


The earth is but a speck in the immensity of the universe! How- 
ever, the Eucharistic Sacrifice transforms it into an immense thu- 
rible moving through space and sending forth spirals of infinite 
glory to the Creator. [To the International Eucharistic Congress; 
see p. 258-259 | 
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The Perennial Philosophy 


and Modern Science 


Address of Pope Pius XII to the International Thomistic Congress 


Nous vous souhaitons 


E_ affectionately welcome 
you, dear sons, members of 
the Pontifical Academy of 

St. Thomas Aquinas, 

With a view to promoting the 
teachings of the Angelic Doctor— 
which is your purpose and your 
duty—you have recourse, among 
other things, to the convocation of 
an international convention every 
five years. We give you Our pater- 
nal blessing with all Our heart so 
that an abundance of heavenly 
light may guide you all in the work 
you are now doing and will con- 
tinue to do in the future. We pray 
the Divine Spirit to make your 
work rich and fruitful, not only 
for yourselves, but also for those 
who today, because of their desire 
for knowledge, are especially con- 
cerned with the objective and per- 
manent value of truth and good- 
ness. 


For training, for seeking truth 


You are well aware of how close 
to Our heart is the profound and 
assiduous study of the “Common 


September 14, 1955 


ats 


Doctor’s” teaching. We have spok- 
en of it on many occasions, even 
in formal documents, and _ re- 
marked, among other things, how 
the methods and principles of St. 
Thomas take precedence over all 
others, whether it is a question of 
training young minds or of leading 
minds already educated to pene- 
trate truths to their most hidden 
meanings. Since, moreover, this 
teaching is in full harmony with 
divine revelation, it is singularly 
effective in establishing with cer- 
tainty the foundations of the faith 
and for gathering the fruits of 
true progress. (See encyclical Hu- 
mani Generis, A.A.S., vol. 17, page 
573) 

We do not hesitate to say that 
the famous encyclical, Aeterni Pat- 
ris (August 4, 1879), in which Our 
immortal predecessor Leo XIII re- 
called to Catholic minds the unity 
of doctrine in the teaching of St. 
Thomas, retains all its value. With 
no difficulty We make Our own 
these telling words of that Pontiff: 
Discedere inconsulte ac temere a 
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sapientia Doctoris angelici, res 
aliena est a voluntate Nostra ead- 
emque plena pericult. [To depart 
rashly and unadvisedly from the 
wisdom of the Angelic Doctor is 
dangerous and contrary to Our 
will.”] Ep. ad Ministrum Gen. Or- 
dinis Fratrum Min., die 25 Nov., 
1898—Leonis XIII Acta, vol. 18, 
pag. 188). 


St. Thomas and modern thought 


We are therefore particularly 
happy to learn that you intended 
at this convention to compare the 
teaching of the Angelic Doctor 
with the main currents of modern 
and contemporary thought. In 
doing this you rightly judge that 
there is hardly a question, even 
among those that interest men to- 
day, which would not be clarified 
by applying to it one of the prin- 
ciples expressed by St. Thomas. 
No one, mind you, can doubt the 
usefulness of a solid knowledge of 
that teaching unless he wants to 
be easily led astray by fashionable 
philosophies, which are doomed to 
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an ephemeral existence and which 
leave behind them only trouble and 
skepticism. 


The far reaching light of 
philosophy 


But there is one basic and cur- 
rent question which claims your 
special attention. We mean the re- 
lationship between scientific ex- 
perimentation and philosophy. It 
is a point on which numerous prob- 
lems have been raised by recent 
discoveries and studies. Let Us 
say at once that, in general, the 
honest and profound study of 
scientific problems not only does 
not tend to contradict the certain 
principles of the philosophia peren- 
mis [perennial philosophy], but 
rather receives from them a light 
which the philosophers themselves 
probably did not foresee and which 
in any case they could not have 
hoped would be so lasting and in- 
tense. 

Leaving to your learned speak- 
ers, then, the task of dealing with 
the general subjects of your con- 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, Sept. 15, 1955. French text. Translation re- 


leased by N.C.W.C. News Service. 


This address opened the Fourth International Thomistic Congress, convened 


by the Pontifical Roman Academy of St. Thomas Aquinas. The Academy of St. 
Thomas was founded by Leo XIII in 1879 shortly after the publication of his en- 
cyclical ‘‘Aeterni Patris."’ Its first international congress was held in 1925, the 
second in 1936. The third congress took place in 1950, after the publication of 
Pope Pius XIl's encyclical *‘Humani Generis’’ and had for its theme the harmony 
between faith and reason. The general theme of this fourth congress was a com- 
parison of Thomistic philosophy with modern thought, and discussions were sched- 
uled under three headings: the present state of the sciences; an examination of 
dialectical philosophies such as Hegelianism and Marxism; and the problems of 
existentialism. The Pope's address opening the congress was heard by scholars 
from 70 universities from all parts of the world. 





PHILOSOPHY AND SCIENCE 


vention, We shall limit Ourselves 
here to speaking to you about three 
special problems of modern phy- 
sics which concern the inner struc- 
ture of matter. 


The mechanistic theory 


1. The progress of scientific re- 
search in the sphere of the struc- 
ture of matter has entailed the 
necessity of constructing theories 
which could, by analogy, serve as 
a guide for the understanding of 
facts which have not as yet been 
very well explained. 

The very great success obtained 
in the study of the macrocosm, 
thanks to the application of the 
laws of mechanics, gave rise to the 
hope that all nature might be com- 
prehended in terms of general con- 
ceptions of the same sort. It was 
upon this basic hypothesis that 
scientific mechanics was developed. 

This method continued to give 
excellent results when one passed 
in its application from the world 
of stars to the world of crystals 
and molecular structures. A typ- 
ical example is furnished by the 
kinetic theory of gases which, 
starting from a purely mechanis- 
tic hypothesis of nature, succeeded 
in foreseeing exactly most of the 
phenomena which govern their be- 
havior. 

Because of this, one naturally 
came to think that the microcosm 
could also be interpreted according 
to mechanistic theories and that 
basically the laws which regulate 
the movements of the stars ought 
to be equally valid for the consti- 
tution of atoms and molecules. 
Thus were born the first planetary 
theories of the atom, which was 
conceived as an exceedingly small 
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system of particles revolving 
around a nucleus with a much 
greater mass. 


Found inadequate 


But as experiment followed ex- 
periment the theory showed itself 
more and more inadequate. Men 
watched the progressive decline of 
the mechanistic concept from orbits 
varying continuously to discontin- 
uous orbits, from the latter to 
quantum jumps and to new con- 
ceptions of energy levels, finally 
arriving at a concept of the quan- 
tum state, in which the older naive 
view of the orbit can be considered 
to have disappeared. The presence 
of the electron in the structure of 
the atom itself passed from the 
idea of a sort of rolling billiard 
ball—comparable to a planet, com- 
pletely determinable at each in- 
stant and possessing a definite 
amount of energy—to that of a 
disturbance of the electromagnetic 
field around the nucleus. The in- 
dividuality of its particles became 
always less precise. 

If one proceeds from this to the 
structure of the nucleus of the 
atom, the problems become more 
complex and theories drawn from 
mechanics are just barely useable 
to formulate a vocabulary, since it 
is known in advance the different 
terms (particle, orbit, quantum 
jump, shock, capture and ex- 
change) correspond to realities 
which are not comparable to the 
ordinary images of the macrocosm. 

These few facts which We have 
rapidly recalled are sufficient to 
show the weakness of mechanistic 
hypotheses, which have now been 
practically abandoned by special- 
ists in the physical sciences in mat- 
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ters concerning the interpretation 
of the microcosm. 


Other concepts 


It therefore becomes obviously 
necessary to consider towards 
what bases of a philosophical na- 
ture it is possible to orient the new 
results of science. Once the theory 
of positivist mechanics was brok- 
en down, one sought to replace it 
by conceptions of a more idealist 
nature which based themselves on 
the primacy given to the investiga- 
tor and his method of observation. 
We cannot here enter directly into 
a criticism of these procedures. It 
is enough for Us to remark that 
rectitude of conscience in scientific 
research has led modern thought 
to the threshold of the only philos- 
ophy which can give a reasonable 
interpretation of the results ob- 
tained by experimentation. If one 
will hold firmly in his mind the 
basic principles of that philosophy, 
he will see that no more in this 
domain than in others are they in 
opposition to the needs of modern 
thought. 


Perennial philosophy 


What, in fact, does the philos- 
ophia perennis affirm? It affirms 
that there exists in a material body 
a unifying principle which reveals 
itself more effectively the more 
one closely examines the inner con- 
stitution of the body. 

One starts with “groups” [“‘en- 
sembles’”], in the realm of non- 
living beings, formed of parts 
which are held together by purely 
accidental and exterior ties. In 
these conditions the laws of me- 
chanics are sufficient to explain 
the actions and integrations of the 
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various elements. But as one de- 
scends to more basic elements 
there appear closer ties than those 
of a purely mechanistic order. 
These ties postulate a certain unity 
of the principles which act in the 
diversity of these elements’ com- 
ponent parts. It is precisely in this 
domain that the doctrine of hy- 
lomorphism shows itself useful. 
While in the macrocosm the prob- 
lem is not presented with so much 
evidence, it becomes more pressing 
in the microcosm. 


Matter and form 


The theory of matter and form, 
of potency and act, is capable of 
illuminating the requirements of 
modern science with a light which 
closely agrees with the results of 
experimentation. It affirms, in 
fact, that there must exist funda- 
mental systems which constitute 
the basis of the properties of 
bodies and that the latter must 
have an intrinsic and not an ac- 
cidental unity. It affirms that they 
cannot, therefore, be made of par- 
ticles each one of which preserves 
its own individuality and which 
have been put together to form an 
aggregate. 

Each particle has a role in con- 
stituting the unified whole, but in 
doing so it loses certain of its 
characteristics. It does this in such 
a way that it cannot be considered 
as it was when it was in a free 
state. The electron outside of the 
atom cannot be examined in exact- 
ly the same way as it is when it 
forms part of the body of the atom. 
It is present in the atom according 
to a new mode of being: virtually 
present, capable of again actualiz- 
ing all of its characteristics if a 
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physical process separates it from 
the system. 

One can say as much of the 
nucleus, which constitutes a still 
more strictly unitary whole. The 
particles which compose it, the 
nucleons, cannot be examined with 
the properties which characterize 
them outside of the nucleus. They 
acquire a virtual presence in which 
they have certain characteristics 
while losing others. 

The laws of electrodynamics and 
electromagnetism valid for the 
macrocosm are, therefore, no long- 
er wholly valid for the microcosm. 
One observes the birth of other 
forces of union which can in no 
way be assimilated to those which 
ordinarily fall under the observa- 
tion of the senses. 


The more basic, the more unitary 


It is easy to catch a glimpse of 
the great usefulness which so pro- 
found a philosophy can have in 
aiding science to clarify the prob- 
lems of nature. Naturally philos- 
ophy cannot say what the smallest 
. system is that must be considered 
unitary, but it affirms that such a 
system must certainly exist and 
that the more basic an entity is, 
the more the action of each of its 
elements must be unitary. 


Determinism 


2. There is a second question 
whose presence in modern scienti- 
fic thought you are all aware of. 
It is the question of determinism 
and indeterminism. 

As We have just pointed out, the 
admirable results obtained by me- 
chanics gave birth to the convic- 
tion that the development of a ma- 
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terial system of no matter what 
kind was absolutely foreseeable 
and that this was true for any in- 
stant in the future, provided there 
were the given initial conditions of 
position and of the velocity of the 
different material points, as well 
as the distribution of fields of 
force. This way of conceiving na- 
ture as rigorously bound in its me- 
chanical processes led, as you 
know, to mechanistic determinism. 
This theory was later seriously 
breached by the progress of scien- 
tific research in the ever more pro- 
found domain of the structure of 
bodies and has finally been re- 
vealed as inapplicable in many 
problems of the microcosm. 


The theory of probabilities 


On the other hand, thinkers have 
not found complete satisfaction in 
the explanation of facts proposed 
by the theory of probabilities. 
There is nothing to be said against 
the use of the calculus of probabili- 
ties when the multiplicity of 
causes that affect a phenomenon 
is such that it does not permit an 
examination of each one of them. 
That the mathematical instrument 
of statistical calculus has led to re- 
sults which are good and of great 
importance cannot be doubted. 
But, pushing further along the 
path of these concepts, there have 
been those who wanted to maintain 
that probability is not only a use- 
ful theory for the study of phe- 
nomena, but that it is also in- 
trinsic to the nature of entities. 
This amounts to saying that the 
behavior of each very small body 
is not, of its nature, rigorously 
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determined by any precise law and 
that it is abandoned to fluctuations 
subject only to the criteria of 
probability. 


Principle of uncertainty 


This probabalistic vision of 
things has seen itself strengthened 
by the discovery of the principle 
of uncertainty, whose value cannot 
be denied, founded as it is on pro- 
found experimental and theoretical 
observations. 

According to this principle, the 
impossibility of knowing exactly 
the position and velocity of a par- 
ticle at a given instant is not only 
due to difficulties of an experi- 
mental nature, it is part of nature 
itself. It is affirmed in the domain 
of physics that one cannot speak 
of entities and facts as long as one 
has been unable to put them into 
evidence by means of some experi- 
ment conceptually possible accord- 
ing to Heisenberg’s principle of 
uncertainty. 

This principle clearly shows how 
science, in order to interpret its 
results, once again has recourse to 
theories of a philosophic nature. 
It borrows them in this case from 
concepts of an idealist flavor, in 
which the researcher substitutes 
himself for objective reality. But 
there is no one who does not see 
from the evidence how little this 
way of doing things conforms with 
scientific method. 


False path 


Treading on this false path, 
some people have gone still fur- 
ther, attributing to the particles of 
the microcosm a sort of “free will.” 
They have thus come to believe 
that they are casting doubt on the 


principle of causality, at least in- 
sofar as it concerns the microcosm. 
But this principle is irrelevant to 
determinism and indeterminism, 
being of its nature more general 
than experimental research. Still 
less can the principle of sufficient 
reason be questioned, as is evident 
to anyone who considers the prob- 
lem in its real terms. 


Golden mean 


It would be enough for a deeper 
and more adequate knowledge of 
Thomistic philosophic thought to 
open the way to the truth between 
the excesses of mechanistic deter- 
minism and those of probabalistic 
indeterminism. The philosophia 
perennis in fact, admits the exist- 
ence of active intrinsic principles 
in the nature of bodies whose ele- 
ments, in the space of a minimum 
interval, react differently to the 
same external actions and whose 
effects, consequently, cannot be 
determined in a univocal fashion. 
Because of this it is impossible to 
foresee all effects by means of an 
experimental knowledge of exter- 
ior conditions alone. But, on the 
other hand, these active principles 
of a material nature have their 
internal way of acting, deprived of 
all freedom and therefore of all 
probability, subject as they are to 
a true intrinsic determinism. 


Matter and energy 


3. There is, finally, a third prob- 
lem to which We should like to 
call your attention, because it is 
of such great interest. It is the 


problem of the relationship that 


exists between matter and energy. 
The observation of natural facts 
shows how matter is subject to 
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changes of position, form and 
properties and even how change- 
able are its ways of acting, of 
showing itself, making itself per- 
ceptible and operating. These ac- 
tions and manifestations are 
caused by physical entities called 
forces, which have various origins. 
They can come, in fact, from fields 
of inertia or gravitation, from 
electric, electromagnetic, nuclear 
or other fields. 

In all these activities and muta- 
tions one notes the existence of 
a mysterious yet measurable quan- 
tity, characterized on the one hand 
by a great qualitative variety in 
its way of showing itself and, on 
the other, by a quantitative stab- 
ility in the conservation of its 
value. This quantity is called 
energy and can be kinetic, poten- 
tial, elastic, thermal, chemical, 
electrostatic, electromagnetic and 
so forth. 


Marvelous cycle 


Here is a well known example of 
its marvelous behavior. 

Radiated by the sun, it is as 
light, that is to say in the form of 
electromagnetic radiations, that 
energy reaches the earthly globe. 
There it is absorbed by the sea 
and becomes heat, making water 
pass from a liquid to a gaseous 
state. The latter, acquiring po- 
tential energy, rises into the air 
to pass again into a liquid state 
and be gathered into pools. Chan- 
neled on leaving the latter, it ac- 
quires kinetic energy as it falls. 
In its turn this form of mechan- 
ical energy becomes electrical 
energy by means of the turbine 
and alternator and this, at last, 
again becomes light energy. It is 
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a marvelous cycle in the course of 
which a given quantity of energy 
was not lost but changed itself and 
which never appeared to exist by 
itself, but always as connected 
with something material. This is 
so because energy is an essential 
property, not a substance. 


Energy’s properties 


Thus the characteristic proper- 
ties of energy are three in number: 
quantitative persistence, a mul-’ 
tiple variety of aspects and an ab- 
solute dependence on a relation- 
ship with a material substance. 


Loss of mass 


From innumerable examples 
furnished by nature two basic 
principles hav2 been derived by 
science: the law of the conserva- 
tion of matter and the law of the 
conservation of energy. But theo- 
retical and experimental research 
during this century have given 
what at first sight are disconcert- 
ing results. In many reactions of 
a nuclear character one finds, for 
example, that the nucleus of a 
heavy atom can give origin to two 
lighter atomic nuclei. The sum of 
the masses of these two, however, 
is not equal to the mass of the 
original nucleus. It must be con- 
cluded from this that a certain 
quantity of mass has been lost. 


Atomic energy 


At the same time one sees the 
appearance in this procedure of a 
certain quantity of energy which 
has not been supplied by any other 
source and which is strictly tied 
to the quantity of the disappeared 
mass according to the well known 
formula E=Mc?. This fact, as you 
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know, is the basis of nuclear 
energy, which represents one of 
mankind’s greatest hopes in the 
field of technical progress. The re- 
cent Geneva conference on the 
peaceful use of atomic energy 
showed to humanity’s astonished 
eyes the marvelous results already 
achieved by several nations in the 
application of atomic energy to 
the fields of industry, biology and 
medicine. 

A serene prospect of peace can 
arise from these triumphs of 
truth—discovered by the study of 
a providentially disposed nature— 
if men’s hearts are prepared to 
base their hopes on faith in a 
creative God and love for their 
fellow men. But it is another ques- 
tion that We want to examine here. 

Some people have thought that 
they could state that matter trans- 
forms itself into energy and vice 
versa and that consequently matter 
and energy are but two aspects of 
the same substance. Others have 
said that the world as a whole is 
nothing but more or less material- 
ized energy. Thus there arose re- 
garding the data furnished by sci- 
ence various interpretations of a 
philosophic nature. 


E=Mce’ 


To avoid conclusions which may 
lead one into error it is always 
necessary to keep clearly in mind 
the statement of the scientific 
facts: along with the disappear- 


ance of a certain mass, that is to 
say of a certain quantity of mat- 
ter considered from the viewpoint 
of its properties of inertia and 
gravitation, there corresponds the 
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appearance of a precise amount of 
energy connected with that mass 
according to the relationship ex- 
pressed in the above-mentioned 
formula, E=Mc?. This does not 
yet permit anyone to say that mat- 
ter is changed into energy. Let Us 
attentively consider the two phe- 
nomena from the viewpoint of 
philosophy. 

1. For an entity to be material it 
is not absolutely necessary for it 
to have the properties of inertia 
and gravitation. It can exist as 
matter without these characteris- 
tics. 

2. Energy appears as an “acci- 
dent” (“accidens”’), not as a “sub- 
stance” (“substantia”). If this is 
true of energy, it cannot change it- 
self into its support, namely into 
matter. 


Philosopho-scientific harmony 


Therefore one can legitimately 
conclude today that there exist 
phenomena in nature in the course 
of which a portion of matter loses 
its characteristic of mass and rad- 
ically modifies itself in its physical 
properties while remaining wholly 
matter. It happens that the new 
state which the latter assumes es- 
capes the experimental methods 
which have been used to determine 
the value of the mass. Correlative 
with this change a certain amount 
of energy frees itself and appears, 
giving origin to facts which one 
can observe and measure in the 
ponderable matter. In this way 
one can say that the data of sci- 
ence undergo no change and that 
the philosophic premises preserve 
their vigor. 
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This, dear sons, is what We have 
thought it opportune to say to you 
on subjects of such great interest 
concerning philosophy and_ the 
physical sciences. 


Study scientific progress 


You know how advantageous 
and necessary it is for a philosoph- 
er to deepen his own understand- 
ing of scientific progress. It is only 
when he has a clear idea of the re- 
sults of experiments, of mathe- 
matical propositions and theoret- 
ical constructions that it is possible 
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to make a worthwhile contribution 
to their interpretation in the name 
of the philosophia perennis. Each 
of the branches of knowledge has 
its own characteristics and must 
operate independently of the 
others, but that does not mean that 
they should be ignorant of one an- 
other. It is only by means of mu- 
tual understanding and coopera- 
tion that there can arise a great 
edifice of human knowledge that 
will be in harmony with the high- 
er light of divine wisdom. 


Philosophy and the arts and sciences 


. When philosophy stood stainless in honor and wise in judgment, 
then, as facts and constant experience showed, the liberal arts flourished 
as never before or since; but, neglected and almost blotted out, they lay 
prone since philosophy began to lean to error and join hands with folly. 
Nor will the physical sciences which are now in such great repute, and 
by the renown of so many inventions draw such universal admiration to them- 
selves, suffer detriment but find very great assistance in the re-establishment 
of the ancient philosophy. For the investigation of facts and the contempla- 
tion of nature is not alone sufficient for their profitable exercise and advance: 
but when facts have been established it is necessary to rise and apply our- 
selves to the study of the nature of corporeal things, to inquire into the laws 
which govern them and the principles whence their order and varied unity 
and mutual attraction in diversity arise. To such investigation it is wonderful 
what force and light and aid the scholastic philosophy, if judiciously taught, 
would bring. 

—Leo XIII. Aeterni Patris. Aug. 4, 1879. 
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. .. The recent Geneva conference on the peaceful use of atomic 
energy showed to humanity’s astonished eyes the marvelous results 
already achieved by several nations in the application of atomic 
energy to the fields of industry, biology and medicine. 

A serene prospect of peace can arise from these triumphs of 
truth—discovered by the study of a providentially disposed nature 
—if men’s hearts are prepared to base their hopes on faith in a 
creative God and love for their fellow men... [To the Interna- 
tional Thomistic Congress; see p. 224] 


* * * 


. .. Each of the branches of knowledge has its own characteristics 
and must operate independently of the others, but that does not 
mean that they should be ignorant of one another. It is only by 
means of mutual understanding and cooperation that there can 
arise a great edifice of human knowledge that will be in harmony 
with the higher light of divine wisdom. [To the International 
Thomistic Congress; see p. 225] 


* * * 


But to the wider power of action won by modern medicine cor- 
responds an increasing moral responsibility and the obligation to 
use these new achievements only with a view to mankind’s true 
spiritual progress. Beyond a purely physical well-being and a 
perfectly balanced functioning of the body, you must always keep 
your eye on a higher objective: that of placing the human being 
in a better position to answer to his transcendent destiny. May God 
grant that the beneficiaries of your efforts, and you yourselves, in 
making the best possible use of earthly nourishment, will not for- 
get that there is an incomparably more precious spiritual food 
which—helping simultaneously body and soul—alone can give 
men the immortality to which they aspire. [To a group of special- 
ists in the fields of dietetics and nutrition; see p. 278] 
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Materialism: Threat to Western Culture 


Letter of Pope Pius XII to the Bishop of Augsburg on the 
Occasion Of the Thousand Year Anniversary 
of the Battle of Lechfeld 


Sie haben 


EVEREND Brother, you have 
informed us in detail of the 
thousand-year anniversary of 

the Battle of Lechfeld, before 
which place your episcopal city 
directly lies. You have submitted 
to us the elaborate program which 
will make out of the jubilee cele- 
bration a “Day of religious avowal 
by the West” and will close with a 
“Great Day of Catholic Profession 
of Faith.” For this festival week 
and for all those filled with its 
spirit you ask from us Our Apos- 
tolic Blessing. 

In these days of recognition of 
indebtedness in the West, when 
Western culture is seriously en- 
dangered, the commemoration of 
the Battle of Lechfeld is most 
opportune. Augsburg, the old Au- 
gusta Vindelicorum, has played a 
prominent part in the history of 
the West, from antiquity through 
the Middle Ages and down to 
modern times. Ulrich, its famous 
and saintly bishop, personifies the 
internal strength of the Christian 
West, of the Catholic faith, of 
prayer and the creation of reli- 
gious and cultural values born out 
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of this faith. The victory of its 
king and later emperor Otto the 
Great over the Hungarians saved 
the Christian West from imminent 
peril at the hands of the pagan 
East. The Battle of Lechfeld 
stands on the same footing with 
the victorious struggle and victory 
of Charles Martel between Tours 
and Poitiers in the year 732, and 
with the famous victory at the 
walls of Vicuna in 1683 under 
Charles of Lorraine and Sobieski, 
King of Poland, at a time when 
Pope Innocent XI and Emperor 
Leopold succeeded in building a 
European bulwark against each 
frightful threat to the Christian 
West. 


The Church and culture 


The Catholic Church is not one 
with Western culture; she never 
identifies herself with any one cul- 
ture, and she is ready to make a 
covenant with every culture. She 
readily acknowledges in every cul- 
ture what is not contrary to the 
work of the Creator, what is com- 
patible with the dignity of man 
and his naturally endowed rights 
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and duties. Furthermore, she im- 
plants the richness of the truth and 
grace of Jesus Christ. Thus she 
brings various cultures which seem 
strangely diverse close to one 
another, so that they actually be- 
come as sisters. The history of 
the mission and spread of Chris- 
tianity and of the Church from 
the time of the migration of na- 
tions until now is convincing proof 
that the blessing of the Catholic 
Church goes out to all cultures. In 
this sense, the Church is also the 
revival and strength of Western 
culture. 

The revival of Western culture 
depends on the people of the West 
in their recognition of thetruthand 
grace of Christ, as they confess 
them anew, absorb them and make 
them the living foundation of their 
entire being. In conflict with the 
new form of life of the materialis- 
tic East, the West stands for the 
dignity of man and his rights, pri- 
marily for freedom of the individ- 
ual. But it must not be forgotten 
that the dignity and rights of man 
—especially his personal freedom 
—turn against him and are even 
abrogated if those ties, those duties 
with which the natural order as 
well as grace have bound him se- 
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curely are neglected and man goes 
counter to God’s commandments 
and the law of Christ. A meeting 
like this in Augsburg cannot neg- 
lect to call attention to the many 
men and women still left in the 
West for whom no price is too 
high to pay for the sanctification 
of these ties. 


Hope for religious unity 


The city of Augsburg also com- 
memorates in this year another 
event of great consequence which 
was enacted within her walls: the 
ratification of the so called Reli- 
gious Peace of Augsburg on the 
25th of September 1555. Through it 
the religious split in Germany was 
finalized. The common good of the 
Empire, as well as of the Church 
for which it was the question of 
existence or non-existence within 
Germany, justified the signature of 
the treaty by the Catholic princes. 
But no one can blame us for seeing 
in this schism of religious unity in 
Germany and in Europe the most 
disastrous event that could have 
overtaken the Christian West and 
its culture. Dare we express our 
hope, in commemorating that day, 
that the way God’s Providence is 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, July 29, 1955. German Text. Translation 


based on one by Rudolph A. Doering. 


This letter of the Holy Father to Joseph Freundorfer, Bishop of Augsburg, was 
written on the occasion of a celebration in that city commemorating the 1000th 
anniversary of the Battle of Lechfeld, in which the invasion of the pagan Hun- 
garian hordes into Christian Europe was stopped. 

The Augsburg celebrations were climaxed by a solemn Mass which was attended 
by 60,000 people. Celebrant was Archbishop Aloisius J. Muench, Bishop of Fargo, 
North Dakota, and Papal Nuncio to Germany. 
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leading the West today may bring 
it back more and more to the unity 
which was lost? We cannot but 
reiterate for the West what we 
said three years ago in connection 
with the culture of Europe, that 
they have to be purely Christian 
and Catholic or they will be con- 
sumed by materialistic culture 
where only the masses and physi- 
cal force prevail. 


Conversion—not destruction 


These last words bring us back 
to the victory of the Christian 
army at Lechfeld. The high point 
of that victory was by no means 
the destruction of pagan Hungary, 
but its conversion to Catholic faith. 
Only fifty years later that people 
was introduced by the famous 
King St. Stephen to the same 
Christian culture, to which it had 
been a deadly threat in the year 
955. May this precedent be an 
omen for today! The real Chris- 
tian man of the West has thoughts 
of peace and charity for those peo- 
ples of the East now dominated by 
powers operating in the spirit of 
materialism. 


Religion once discarded 
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Coexistence in prayer 


Today, while the world is occu- 
pied with the question of coexist- 
ence, We can affirm one form of 
coexistence: the faithful of the 
West praying together with those 
behind the iron curtain who still 
can raise their hands to God—and 
these are not few—that we all may 
become one in our complete free- 
dom to conform personal and pub- 
lic life to the will of God; and that 
those who make it their aim to 
build a world without God and 
Christ may also find their way out 
of the darkness and the coldness 
of their remoteness from God back 
to the sun of truth, justice and 
love: to Jesus Christ, who is God 
above all, most blessed for all 
eternity. 

That the grace and favor of God 
may be with the “Days of Western 
Profession of Faith in Augsburg,” 
that they may enlighten intellec- 
tual powers and strengthen powers 
of the will for the one important 
work, to build up an unequivocally 
Christian West, We give, from the 
fullness of Our heart, to all those 
who take part in the work and 
celebration of the festival week the 
Apostolic Blessing. 


When religion is once discarded it follows of necessity that the surest 
foundations of the public welfare must give way, whilst God, to inflict on 
his enemies the punishment they so richly deserve, has left them the prey otf 
their own evil desires, so that they give themselves up to their passions and 
finally wear themselves out by excess of liberty. 

—Leo XIII. Annum Sacrum. May 25, 1899. 
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The Catholic Church is not identified with any one culture; her 
essence forbids it. She is ready, however, to enter into relations 
with all cultures. She recognizes and leaves to subsist whatever 
in those cultures is not opposed to nature. To each, however, she 
brings in addition the truth and the grace of Jesus Christ, and 
thus confers upon them a profound resemblance; it is by this very 
means that she makes the most effective contribution to bringing 
peace to the world. [To a group of historians; see p. 213] 


* * * 


Today, while the world is occupied with the question of coexist- 
ence, We can affirm one form of coexistence: the faithful of the 
West praying together with those behind the iron curtain who still 
can raise their hands to God—and these are not few—that we all 
may become one in our complete freedom to conform personal and 
public life to the will of God; and that those who make it their 
aim to build a world without God and Christ may also find their 
way out of the darkness and the coldness of their remoteness from 
God back to the sun of truth, justice and love: to Jesus Christ, who 
is God above all, most blessed for all eternity. [To the Bishop of 
Augsburg; see p. 229] 


It is up to you, gentlemen, to single out, from among the count- 
less and extremely complicated influences which come and go be- 
tween Europe and America, those that are truly constructive and 
that prove themselves useful to the moral and spiritual progress of 
the people in both places. Thus may we hope to see emerging more 
clearly the true countenance of man, master not only of things but 
above all of himself and aware of his transcendent destiny, in- 
dividual and social, as well as of his responsibilities as a creature 
made in God’s image. [To Congress of European-American As- 
sociations; see p. 233] 


... prom this issue 
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The European-American Associations: 
Aid to Better Understanding 


Address of Pope Pius XIl to Delegates of the Fifth Annual Convention 
of the Congress of European-American Associations 


Des efforts 


ONSIDERABLE efforts have 
recently been made by the 
peoples of the West to find 

ways of assuring a lasting peace. 
Chiefs of state are taxing their 
ingenuity to find political, eco- 
nomic and military formulas that 
can make ever stronger the often 
weak ties that bind their nations 
to one another. These efforts are 
undoubtedly of the greatest impor- 
tance and cannot but be applauded. 
But they take for granted at a 
“lower level—among the peoples 
themselves—an already established 
agreement, a friendly understand- 
ing capable of giving the leaders’ 
work a basis stable enough to offer 
serious guarantees of strength. 


Toward better understanding 


That is why We greatly admire 
the aims of the Congress of 
European-American Associations, 
which has brought you together in 
Rome for its fifth annual con- 
vention. Just after World War 
II, when several European coun- 
tries were resuming contact with 
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America, a vast movement of 
fellow-feeling led large numbers 
of Europeans to strengthen the 
cultural relations between the 
United States and their own coun- 
tries. Alongside older associations 
— among which We mention 
the Italian-American Association, 
which was founded in 1919 and 
which invited you to this conven- 
tion—new societies were estab- 
lished by private initiative in order 
to increase the opportunities for 
meeting with America in all fields 
of culture and thus to make it 
better known to the European 
public. 

By 1950 it became apparent that 
by joining together on the Euro- 
pean level these various associa- 
tions would find a valuable stimu- 
lus and an opportunity for a more 
fruitful exchange of views. Thus 
was born the Congress of Euro- 
pean-American Associations, de- 
signed to coordinate the activities 
of member organizations with a 
view to promoting and maintaining 
good relations between Europe 
and America. 
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We have no intention of review- 
ing the extremely varied aspects 
of your activities in different coun- 
tries. We should simply like to 
discuss some of the ideas behind 
them which are particularly 
worthy of consideration. 

Your first objective is to pro- 
mote a better mutual understand- 
ing between the United States and 
European countries and, in order 
to do so, to correct misinformation, 
combat prejudices and create as 
healthy a climate as possible for 
international intercourse. You aim, 
in fact, at preparing and facilitat- 
ing conditions which are indispen- 
sable for the effective collaboration 
of governments. 


Travel and cultural relations 


In general, travel and cultural 
relations bring opportunities for 
enrichment to those engaged in 
them. They call for reflective 
effort, a focusing of attention on 
and a careful study of the ideas 
and conceptions that prevail on 
both sides. They contribute to the 
development of a condition that is 
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essential to peace, 


that is, to 
respect for the characteristic traits 
of each nation. 


Exchange of information 


During recent decades scientific 
research and the technical prog- 
ress that has flown from it have 
undergone rapid development and 
marked specialization. The diversi- 
fication of the field of knowledge, 
the frequent replacement of its 
theoretical and practical tools and 
the very rhythm of progress nec- 
essarily call for the regular ex- 
change of information among 
scholars, technicians and the direc- 
tors of enterprises, not only by 
means of conventions and personal 
meetings, but also through printed 
matter: reviews, newspapers and 
other periodicals. Thanks to popu- 
larizations in the press, the gen- 
eral public also follows with inter- 
est the improvement of techniques 
and the movement of ideas. One 
also observes the increase in trans- 
lations of outstanding books and 
in exhibitions designed to make 
the literary and artistic works of 
various nations better known. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 19-20, 1955. French text. Trans- 


lation by N.C.W.C. News Service. 


This was an address to delegates attending the Congress of European-American 
Associations. About a hundred distinguished personalities from both sides of the 
Atlantic attended the audience at Castelgandolfo. Among them were Prince 
Bernard of the Netherlands, former French premier Georges Bidault and Foreign 
Minister Henri Spaak of Belgium. 

The Congress, which lasted five days, was arranged by Italo-American associa- 
tions, whose president, Alberto Tarchiani, is a former Ambassador to the United 
States. Its general theme: How the peoples of Europe and America can best 
achieve the mutual understanding upon which depends the effective cooperation 
of their governments. The gathering was addressed on opening day by U.S. 
Ambassador Clare Booth Luce. 





EUROPEAN-AMERICAN ASSOCIATIONS 


Need for moral and spiritual basis 


But neither abundant and exact 
information nor purely intellectual 
understanding is enough to assure 
true collaboration. This requires a 
more solid basis than a simple 
desire for knowledge or the at- 
tainment of material advantages. 
Without doubt men can legitimate- 
ly consider and pursue economic 
interests and often the improve- 
ments obtained in this domain 
stimulate social and cultural prog- 
ress. Still it is important to go 
back to moral and spiritual as- 
sumptions, to the principles that 
determine the basic attitudes of 
individuals and nations. 


American aid 


The countries of the West ap- 
preciated the considerable aid 
given them after World War II 
by America, which enabled them 
to repair the great damage they 
had suffered and to re-equip and 
modernize their industries. No one 
can deny the great generosity to 


* which that aid testifies. We like to 


think that beyond its economic 
significance and the eloquent tes- 
timony of international solidarity 
it gave, it heralds the dawn of a 
higher conception of man and 
human society. 


Combat materialism at all levels 


The civilization of the Western 
peoples cannot sink into a materi- 
alism which, at least implicitly, 
finds its ideal in the enjoyment of 
the comforts of life. On the con- 
trary, it must dedicate itself to 
liberating those spiritual values 
which are so bitterly opposed in 
many modern institutions. 





233 


If it is more than evident that 
evil tendencies and the forces of 
degradation and destruction are 
unceasingly attacking the hearts 
of individuals and the collective 
conscience of nations, is it not 
necessary to work at all levels of 
the social structure—the family, 
places of employment and amuse- 
ment, political and cultural organ- 
izations—to eliminate demoralizing 
factors and all that keéps egoism 
alive and encourages a spirit of 
pleasure or power? Certainly men 
are not lacking on both sides of 
the Atlantic who are eager to meet 
the demands of their consciences 
as faithfully as possible and to 
make justice and charity reign in 
their surroundings. It is they who 
must act, and We believe that 
basic Christian truths constitute 
the force best able to provide the 
theoretical and practical means 
for transforming this ideal into 
reality. 


Man’s transcendent destiny 


It is up to you, gentlemen, to 
single out, from among the count- 
less and extremely complicated 
influences which come and go be- 
tween Europe and America, those 
that are truly constructive and 
that prove themselves useful to the 
moral and spiritual progress of the 
people in both places. Thus may we 
hope to see emerging more clearly 
the true countenance of man, mas- 
ter not only of things but above 
all of himself and aware of his 
transcendent destiny, individual 
and social, as well as of his respon- 
sibilities as a creature made in 
God’s image. 

We should like you to work -in 
your own field for the realization 
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of this ideal. We are convinced 
that the zealous members of your 
associations will be able to find 
a way to hasten the hour of full 
mutual understanding between the 
United States and the nations of 
Europe. 


Church’s own objective 


The Church is always happy to 
see sO much good will and zeal 
dedicated to the pursuit on’ a 
worldwide scale of an objective 
which she has made her own. She 
would like to see the establishment 
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of similar exchanges among all 
peoples and recognizes that the 
work you are doing is a significant 
step towards that distant goal. 
May Christian charity, the source 
of all understanding and the enemy 
of pride and conceit, give ever 
greater stimulation to your work 
and assure it the success it 
deserves. 

As a pledge of that success and 
a token of Our approval We give 
you, your families and the mem- 
bers of your associations Our 
Apostolic Blessing. 


2 


TO PRIME MINISTER NEHRU 


At an audience on July 9, 1955, Pope Pius XII addressed to Indian 
Prime Minister Nehru and his party, which included several Indian 
newspapermen, the following brief message: 


We are happy to welcome heartily the great statesman and eminent 
Prime Minister whom We have now had the pleasure of meeting for the 
first time, and to greet also the prominent personages of India ac- 
companying His Excellency. 


We feel sure that you are all fully mindful of the lofty responsibility 
that, in striving to establish a true peace based on love and justice 
among the peoples of the world, devolves upon those in authority and 
also upon those who have the obligation to report to millions of their 
fellow-countrymen current events in all fairness and objectivity. We 
extend Our cordial good wishes for every success in your work and in 
the effective realization of your high ideals. 


As We recall that one of the distinguished sons of India has been 
elevated by Us to the honour of the Cardinalate and of membership in 
the Sacred College, We would avail of this opportunity to address, 
through you, a message of affectionate regard not only to your dear 
ones, but to the President and the Government and to all the noble 
people of India, whose welfare and happiness are ever in Our remem- 
brance in prayer to Almighty God. 





The Press 


Two Addresses of Pope Pius XII: To the Canadian Women's Press 
Club . . . To the Roman Newspapermen's Association 


July 2, 1955 


Journalism: Not least among 
the many claims 
of your country 
to Our paternal 
regard, members of the Canadian 
Women’s Press Club, is the con- 
sistently high moral tone you are 
striving to achieve and maintain 
within the noble profession to 
which your lives are dedicated. 
These recent contacts with your 
European colleagues in the delicate 
field of mass communications will 
have served to deepen, We trust, 
your conviction that a free press 
must justify its pretention to pub- 
lic acclaim by its unfeigned esteem 
for moral values, rather than by its 
concern for the technical perfec- 
tion of its product. 


A Spiritual 


Service 


Service to family, Church, state 


That is in no way to disparage 
the stubborn requirements of art 
—and even of finance—bound up 
with the business of transmitting 
truth, goodness and beauty from 
person to person through the 
printed word and image. It is 
merely to bear prudently in mind 
that publishing and journalism are 
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much more than a business or 
trade. 

As We have had frequent occas- 
ion to note before, books and 
magazines and newspapers render 
today—to family, Church and 
State alike—an all but indispensa- 
ble service. Only let it be kept 
alert to the sense of human soli- 
darity in joy and pain, and free of 
moral taint at its source—that is, 
the mind and heart of author, 
reporter and editor,—and you need 
not hesitate to call it a spiritual 
service, the substance of a provi- 
dential career or vocation to be 
ranged proudly in line with the 
teacher’s “art of arts” (St. Gre- 
gory Nazianzen. Or. II Apologetica, 
n. 16—Migne P G, t. 35, col. 425). 


Woman’s part 


And will not most of your men- 
folk be disposed to agree that the 
mind and heart of a woman, when 
properly prepared, are likely to be 
acutely sensitive to this need for 
moral integrity in what one writes 
for the information, instruction, 
entertainment of the public? Sure- 
ly she will be among the first to 
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mark the difference between hon- 
est interpretation of the news and 
the subtly printed lie or cruel 
insinuation; between engaging and 
provocative prose or picture; be- 
tween the serene chronicle of 
pleasant or unpleasant fact and 
gossip more or less malicious. 
Who could be better placed than 
she, at home or at the office, to 
appreciate, that social disease and 
delinquency may “circulate” as 
readily, alas!, from the editor’s 
chair, from the city desk, from the 
fashion page or woman’s forum, 
from the popular novel and the 
poisoned feature story, as the 
light of truth and the warmth of 
human sympathy and friendship? 
Who better than she is equipped, 
by nature and grace, to sense that 
danger and avert that disaster? 


Magnificat’s reminder 


Your most welcome visit to 
Eternal Rome, ladies of the press, 
coincides with the Church’s feast 
of Mary’s visit to Elizabeth. The 
everheartening strains of her Mag- 
nificat (Luke 1, 46-55) remind Us 
once more that the restoration of 
a high moral tone to the life, labor 
and love of the human family 
through the merits of Our Lord 
and Saviour was first and forever 
accomplished with the aid of a 
woman, ever humbly alert to the 
responsibilities of her maternal 
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mission among the children of 
men. 

May the blessing of the Son of 
God, through the intercession of 
His immaculate Mother, attend 
your every personal or collective 
effort to respect and serve His 
image in your readers, and speed 
the coming of His Kingdom in the 
hearts of all His people. 


—Pius XII. To the Canadian Women’s 
Press Club. July 2, 1955. 


The Reporter We still recall 
ase with great satis- 

faction, gentle- 
Public Opinion men, the audi- 
ence of April, 1952, at which We 
received those taking part in your 
first national convention. Today 
We have the pleasure of welcoming 
the Roman Newspapermen’s Union 
on the occasion of ceremonies 
marking the tenth anniversary of 
its founding or, more accurately, 
of its re-establishment. First of 
all, let Us congratulate you for the 
important work you have done 
during that time and for the prog- 
ress you have made, progress that 
was not achieved without hard 
work and struggle. 


Foot soldier 


At one time the city reporter 
was regarded as the “humble foot- 
soldier of journalism,” who would 
do his work obscurely and without 





Members of the Canadian Women’s Press Club visiting in Rome were received 
in audience by the Holy Father on July 2nd. His address to them was in English 
and was reported in Osservatore Romano (July 6, 1955). The second address 
reported here was to an audience granted the Roman Newspaperman’'s Union on 
July 3rd. It was in Italian and appeared in Osservatore Romano (July 4-5, 1955). 
The translation is by the N.C.W.C. News Service. 
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being aware of the influence he 
could have on the life of his news- 
paper and of the city itself. The 
postwar era, by restoring citizens’ 
activities to their normal course, 
permitted reporters to convince 
themselves of the usefulness of an 
organization that brings them to- 
gether—regardless of commercial 
rivalry or differences of methods 
or interests—for the noble purpose 
of aiding one another in their pro- 
fessional duties and their social 
needs. Thus, on January 27, 1946, 
the new Roman Newspapermen’s 
Union was finally born. 


Work of the Association 


It set out at once to defend the 
rights of its members and strove 
to facilitate their work. It made 
itself known to the people by 
various public artistic and cultural 
activities in which prominent per- 
sons took part. In 1948 it inaugu- 
rated a series of “spoken reports,” 
public debates and “study ses- 
sions” in which the authorities 
participated together with a large 
number of persons interested in 
the varied and at times serious 
problems of a large city. 

Constant contact with the people 
revealed much misery, to which 
you could not remain indifferent. 
Thus, in 1948, you offered the 
mayor of Rome a considerable sum 
to be given to unemployed workers. 
Then you established the “Anna 
Bracci Foundation” in Primavalle 
to aid young people. Your latest 
undertaking, the magnificent ‘“Re- 
porters’ Town” being developed 
high up on the Cassia road, shows 
the dynamism of your Union and 
its spirit of profound and active 
solidarity. 
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In 1950 the Union began to 
attract the attention of reporters 
in other Italian cities. The con- 
vention of 1952 stimulated the 
expansion of the trade union move- 
ment in your profession and the 
quite recent foundation of the 
“National Union of Italian Re- 
porters” served excellently to 
crown the courageous and perse- 
vering work you have done during 
the past ten years. 


The reporter’s social responsiblity 


Such effort has surely helped 
you to acquire a clearer conscious- 
ness of the social responsibilities 
of your profession. They are truly 
great. A reporter, because of the 
demands of his work, is very close 
to the daily life of the city. He is 
always alert to know all the con- 
ditions that, in one way and 
another, interest the public. He 
notes facts and the reactions to 
which they give rise. He informs 
readers in an objective manner— 
not, however, without letting his 
own feelings filter through—and 
praises or criticizes what he writes 
about. Thus he exercises, some- 
times almost imperceptibly, a real 
influence on public opinion. This 
occurs every day in the course of 
the hundreds of events that make 
up the activity of the city. Further- 
more, since there are today very 
few who do not read the daily 
press, the wide scope of his activ- 
ity may be easily imagined. 

In the perpetual activity of the 
city, the reporter calls attention to 
one or another interesting or 
neglected aspect. He points out 
harmful conditions, reveals with 
humor or favor the picturesque 
side of familiar scenes, and warns 
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against negligence which inter- 
feres with the proper functioning 
of public services or against the 
dangers that threaten citizens. 

In subtle, serious or stern man- 
ner he narrates, warns, instructs 
or reproves, guided by the desire 
to contribute to the well being of 
the citizenry. The public, on its 
part, gladly welcomes the word of 
the reporter, in whom it recognizes 
a friend and often an interpreter 
who expresses in a loud and clear 
voice its own impressions and 
judgments. It knows what it can 
claim from him and relies upon 
his professional competence and 
conscience. 


Basic conditions for social well- 
being 

Though it may not be possible 
to do away with painful conditions 
by a stroke of the pen or to pre- 
vent crimes or misfortunes, it is 
nevertheless important to form the 
minds of the people correctly in 
such matters. Rather than finding 
in these things food for curiosity 
—or reacting to them according to 
the interest of the moment, an 
inclination towards comfort or an 
excessive concern for individual 
safety—it is necessary that public 
opinion become steadily more con- 
scious of the profound reasons 
which condition the order and 
well being of social life; that is 
to say, a sense of man’s dignity, 
of his personal responsibility and 
his obligations to the community. 


Unwholesome distortions 
A lack of moral balance and a 
deficiency of upright judgment 


regarding the reality of values is 
rightly to be deplored in a con- 
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siderable number of souls. While 
indifference is shown in the face 
of real wants, attention is given 
with unwholesome taste to every- 
thing that abnormally excites the 
senses. Facts, insignificant in 
themselves, sometimes give rise to 
an emotional reaction which is not 
proportionate to their true impor- 
tance. Yours is the duty to pre- 
vent such distortions or, insofar 
as possible, to remedy them. To 
flatter the egoistic or unwholesome 
tendencies of the reader is equival- 
ent to committing an act equally 
harmful to both the victim and 
to the honor of your association 
itself. 


Unity and collaboration 


Unity and collaboration within 
your Union will help you to con- 
tinue with increasing success your 
works of social usefulness, both to 
your own advantage and to that 
of many other citizens, and will 
promote your good and sound cul- 
tural and popular activities. Above 
all they will sharpen your knowl- 
edge of the repercussions of your 
activities. May you thus contribute 
in this city of Rome, which is so 
dear to Us, to the development of 
the desire to solve the great and 
small problems of city life in a 
spirit of sincere understanding 
and of generous and devoted 
charity. 

May God deign to grant you His 
grace and protection, in token of 
which We impart to you, to your 
families and to all who are dear 
to you Our paternal Apostolic 
Blessing. 


—Pius XII. To the Roman News- 
papermen’s Association. 
July 3, 1955. 





The Motor-Scooter 


Address of Pope Pius XII to Spanish Motor-Scooter Riders 


Desde lo mas alto 


OU have come many miles 
from the heights of your 
Castilian plateau, beloved 

sons — motor-scooter riders and 
sportsmen of Spain. Crossing 
rivers, hills, seas, you have arrived 
at this house of your common 
Father to show your filial affection 
and your very sincere devotion. 
And We, in greeting you cordially, 
confess that on few occasions have 
We considered with greater under- 
standing what is signified by these 
light and effective modern ma- 
chines such as yours which have 
placed the engine within the reach 
of everyone, and, with the engine, 
the possibility of easily overcoming 
space and of lessening distance. 


Marvel of ingenuity 


Marvels of human _ ingenuity 
have gone into them. The design 
of parts, adapting transmissions, 
adjusting shafts, developments in 
the important field of tires, the in- 
vention of brakes, electrical in- 
stallations, types of frames and 
suspensions, and a thousand other 
little things,—all of these, little by 
little, have come to be concretized 
in these machines. Easy to operate, 
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and perfect for use, they are with- 
in the reach of all. 

There will certainly be no lack 
of people with a delicate hearing 
and a dislike for any risk, who will 
object to the unmistakable noise 
announcing your presence in the 
streets, or that whizzing agility 
that allows you to thread speedily 
through the midst of vehicles and 
pedestrians. And there will be 
those who are wont to bring out 
the inconveniences which at times 
can follow from this ease of trans- 
portation. 


Standards raised 


But We desire to stress the ob- 
vious progress which all this en- 
tails by raising the standards of 
those social classes who cannot 
afford costlier vehicles. Thanks to 
their little scooters, they can reach 
distant places of work more easily, 
can perform the duties of their 
professions more amply and com- 
fortably, and can possibly even 
perform their religious duties 
better. These scooters can also 
provide that just and reasonable 
recreation on the one day of the 
week to which everyone aspires 
who spends the remaining days of 
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the week in work and fatigue. 
Then too, there are those occasions, 
as the one present, when your 
motor scooters in gay and easy 
column are a symbol of that inter- 
national fraternal union which We 
so desire, and which makes it pos- 
sible for you to come and receive 
the blessing of the Vicar of Christ. 


Respect for self and others 


Use your machines, but use them 
always with that prudence, discre- 
tion, and respect which can only 
win you the sympathy and love of 
everyone. 

Love your machines, but remem- 
ber that you come before them. 
There is your family; there are 
your social and religious duties. 
There is an entire human life, 
which cannot be turned into a mere 
accessory of a vehicle. 

We have heard that in your 
travel-plans you have reckoned the 
number of piston revolutions that 
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your engines will accomplish for 
the entire journey. Since this is of 
such importance in your visit to 
your common Father, We like to 
think that those revolutions are 
like the beats of your hearts, as 
the expression of a filial love, and 
to which We respond most fully. 
Thank you for your visit, and 
thank you for your generous gifts. 

We have also heard that among 
your number there are representa- 
tives from the various regions 
which form that grand nation of 
Spain. Therefore you can easily 
carry back Our blessing to all,—a 
blessing which in a special way We 
want to give to you, beloved sons; 
and to your families; and to your 
association,— whose worthy presi- 
dent, here present, We especially 
bless—to all of the motor-scooter 
riders and sportsmen of Spain, and 
to all of Spain itself which We 
have always loved. 


& 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 18, 1955. Spanish text. Transla- 
tion based in part on one by William J. Lester, in part on excerpts from The Tablet. 
Countless motor-scooter owners from various parts of Spain rode their vespas 
(scooters) to visit the Holy Father at his summer residence at Castelgandolfo. They 
arrived in the courtyard of the Papal palace, racing motors and blowing horns 


until the Pontiff appeared on the balcony and gave this address in Spanish to the 
““vespistas."’ 














The Young Graduate — 
From University to Life 


Message of Pope Pius XII to the Pax Romana Congress 


Il nous est particuliérement 


T is with more than usual pleas- 
I ure that We address this pater- 

nal message to you, beloved 
students and university graduates 
of Pax Romana, meeting in Not- 
tingham for your twenty-third 
World Congress. Having borne 
witness in your own countries to 
the vitality and force of Catholic 
thought, you are now met in great 
numbers on the hospitable soil of 
the noble English nation, whose 
high culture was from the earliest 
times imbued with Christian faith. 
Your sessions are being held under 
the patronage of our beloved son 
Bernard Cardinal Griffin, Arch- 
bishop of Westminister, and We 
Ourselves gladly encourage you in 
your plan to study the problems 
that face the young graduate at 
the moment when he is leaving the 
university to begin his professional 
career. 


The graduate and society 


Many are the difficulties insepa- 
rable from this period of transi- 
tion. The special problem of pre- 
paring the young graduate for his 
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chosen work, and for the cultural, 
economic and social responsibilities 
which it implies, raise for the uni- 
versity the question: Is the stu- 
dent of today always as well pre- 
pared for the immediate future as 
he should be? Society, too, which 
receives him, has also definite 
obligations towards him. It must 
not disappoint the expectations of 
the rising generation but rather 
correspond with its legitimate 
aspirations in a climate breathing 
well-ordered freedom and confi- 
dence. On these two points the 
contribution which your Congress 
will make to the cause of those 
chosen to be leaders in the intel- 
lectual world will be most timely 
inasmuch as recent cultural devel- 
opments in many lands are opening 
entirely new vistas to youth eager 
to learn and to serve. 

Let not the quest for solutions 
of an institutional order lead to 
forgetfulness of the magnitude of 
the moral problems that beset the 
conscience of the young graduate 
on leaving his university. His first 
experience of the workaday world 
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will test the worth of his intellec- 
tual and human training. At one 
and the same time he will face the 
difficulties of making a livelihood, 
social problems seen in a fresh 
light, admittance to civic and 
political life, all-absorbing profes- 
sional responsibilities, or on the 
other hand, the anxiety of waiting 
for a position. Moreover, the stu- 
dent of yesterday will be looking 
forward to the founding of a home 
and to the family responsibilities 
of tomorrow. What, during these 
often decisive years, will become 
of his personal faith and piety? 
What will he do to avoid the snares 
that are laid for his religious and 
moral life? 


Community and interdependence 


In the confusion which he may 
then have to face, a son of the 
Church, far from closing himself 
up in an attitude of self-sufficiency 
and independence, common to this 
age, will rather seek in a commun- 
ity where brotherly love and reli- 
gious fervor prevail, the spiritual 
support that he needs to fight 
against the temptations of his new 
environment and to give proper 
scope to his youthful energies. 
This is where Catholic Action 
movements have a decisive part 


to play. With their help and with 
that of a vigorous parish life Holy 
Church, ever Mother-like, wel- 
comes those young people who are 
eager to make proper use of the 
talents that they have, anxious to 
contribute to the welfare of their 
brethren through the medium of 
good works and willing to shoulder 
their full family and professional 
responsibilities. The Church in her 
wisdom will help them to render 
real service to their community 
and her ministry will open to them 
the inexhaustible fountains of 
grace. In the love that she has for 
those who hunger for God, she 
urges her children generously to 
join the ranks of the apostolate 
where they will find in overflowing 
abundance, through devotion to 
others, the antidote to selfishness 
and the solution to many of their 
problems. 


To Our beloved sons of Pax 
Romana and especially to those 
who are about to leave the univer- 
sity to enter upon a new life, We 
send Our best wishes for the suc- 
cess of the forthcoming sessions 
and We grant them from Our 
heart as a pledge of Our abiding 
benevolence, Our paternal Apos- 
tolic Benediction. 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, August 28, 1955. French text. Translation 


released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 


Pax Romana is a secretariat which links together various Catholic student federa- 
tions throughout the world, helping one group of students to profit by the experi- 
ence of others, thus multiplying the beneficial results of Catholic activity. 

This year's Pax Romana Congress was held at Nottingham University, England, 
and was attended by 700 graduates and undergraduates of nearly 50 nations. 
A worldwide questionnaire on university education and its meaning for Catholics 


formed the basis for the congress. 








Anniversary of Divini Illius Magistri — 
Charter of Christian Education 


Message of Pope Pius XII to the Belgian National Education Congress 


Pour commémorer 


O Our dear son, Joseph Cardi- 
nal Van Roey, Archbishop 
of Malines: 

To commemorate with the dis- 
tinction it deserves the 25th anni- 
versary of the encyclical, Divini 
illius Magistri, of Our Predecessor 
of illustrious memory, Pius XI, all 
Catholic school organizations in 
your country are soon to meet at 
a National Education Congress in 
Brussels under the auspices of the 
Belgian hierarchy. We have re- 
ceived this news with great satis- 
faction and We are happy at this 
time to send through you a father- 
ly message to Our beloved sons in 
Belgium. 


Charter of Christian education 


First of all, and quite properly 
so, the lectures and ceremonies 
that will mark the congress are 
meant to comprise a public testi- 
monial of the fidelity of pastors 
and their flocks to the solid and en- 
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lightened teachings of this papal 
document. The unchangeable prin- 
ciples which it sets forth in regard 
to the respective missions of the 
Church, state and family in educa- 
tional matters are based on the 
nature of things and on revealed 
truth. They cannot be shaken by 
the flux and reflux of events. 
Neither can the basic rules it pre- 
scribes succumb to the usury of 
time, since they are but the faith- 
ful echo of the Divine Master, 
Whose words will not pass away. 
(See Matt. 24, 35). 

Since it is a true charter of 
Christian education, “outside of 
which there can be no complete 
and perfect education” (A.A.S., 
vol. 22, p. 51) this encyclical, to- 
day as yesterday, offers itself for 
study by all who honestly want to 
know the thought of the Church 
on this topic in its authentic and 
clear expression, the thought of 
the Church “to whom the mission 


243 











244 THE POPE SPEAKS 


of education belongs in a preemi- 
nent manner.” (Jbid., p. 58) In 
difficult times it gives sure guid- 
ance through the clarity of its doc- 
trine to the courageous efforts of 
Catholic parents and teachers who 
want to insure for young people 
a training which conforms fully 
to the demands of faith. 


We are also happy in the 
thought that this commemoration 
will be an occasion for everyone 
to study that masterly document 
more deeply, to appreciate both its 
authority and scope and to renew 
in the soul the sentiments which a 
true son of the Church ought to 
feel towards the holy cause of 
Christian education. 


Consecration to Divine Heart 


Is it not, moreover, to enlighten 
minds and strengthen wills that 
you propose, beloved son, to invite 
mothers and fathers of families, 
teachers and educators to the Na- 
tional Basilica of the Sacred Heart 
so that Catholic education in Bel- 
gium may be solemnly consecrated 
to the Divine Heart of Jesus? It 


is a happy undertaking of faith 
and love for which We praise you 
unreservedly. It raises in Us the 
highest supernatural hopes. 

If it is true that “Christian edu- 
cation embraces human life in all 
its forms . . . to elevate, regulate 
and perfect it according to the 
example and doctrine of Jesus 
Christ” (Ibid., p. 83), what choice 
graces will not this consecration to 
the Sacred Heart obtain for it! In 
it are, in fact, “all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge,” ready 
to enrich minds eager for the truth 
of salvation. And is not the “ut- 
most degree of all virtues,” shown 
through example by Jesus, “the 
source of life and holiness,” capa- 
ble of quenching the thirst of 
ardent young people in love with 
the ideal? 


Reign of justice, love and peace 


May the Divine Heart reign over 
families and keep them faithful to 
their exceedingly heavy education- 
al responsibilities. May it reign 
over Catholic schools and their 
teachers, who are engaged in so 
fruitful a task in the service of 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 5-6, 1955. French text. Transla- 


tion released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 


The Belgian National Education Congress was held in Brussels in early September 
to commemorate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the encyclical, Divini Illivs Magistri, 
which the Holy Father here calls ‘‘a true charter of Christian education.”” The 
anniversary celebrations were attended by 150,000 people, including all the 
Bishops of Belgium. Special invitations had been sent to all professors and 
teachers to attend the rally, scheduled for the week before the opening of school, 
and a popular edition of the encyclical was being printed for large-scale 


distribution. 
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the Church and the nation. May it reign of “justice, love and peace” 
also reign over the organizations over your beloved country as an 
and movements of youth, and over assurance of concord and prosper- 
all places where, day by day and _ity. 

year by year, people are engaged Praying God to fulfill this 
in the tedious and hidden work prayer, We willingly grant you, 
which will make today’s child a your colleagues in the hierarchy 
true Christian and a man of char- and all the faithful Our paternal 
acter. May it, finally, extend its Apostolic Blessing. 


Right use of philosophy 


We do not, indeed, attribute such force and authority to philosophy as to 
esteem it equal to the task of combating and rooting out all errors; for, 
when the Christian religion was first constituted, it came upon earth to 
restore it to its primeval dignity by the admirable light of faith, diffused 
not by persuasive words of human wisdom, but in the manifestation of spirit 
and of power; so also at the present time we look above all things to the 
powerful help of Almighty God to bring back to a right understanding the 
minds of men and dispel the darkness of error. But the natural helps with 
which the grace of the divine wisdom, strongly and sweetly disposing all 
things, has supplied the human race are neither to be despised nor neglected, 
chief among which is evidently the right use of philosophy. For not in vain 
did God set the light of reason in the human mind; and so far is the super- 
added light of faith from extinguishing or lessening the power of the intel- 
ligence that it completes it rather, and by adding to its strength renders it 
capable of greater things. 

—Leo XIll. Aeterni Patris. Aug. 4, 1879 























The Eternal City: 
Its Lesson for Workingmen 


Address of Pope Pius XIl to a Group of Belgian Metal Craftsmen 


Lorsque Nous voyons 


HENEVER Our sons who 
belong to the world of 
labor come to pay Us a 
visit, Our heart rejoices, and We 
are profoundly happy to talk to 
them in a direct and informal au- 
dience, to entertain their cares, 
anxieties, and hopes, and to offer 
them in return a word of affection 
and of encouragement. After hav- 
ing quite recently received a large 
number of Italian workers, your 
group now evokes before Our eyes 
the picture of laboring Belgium, 
and, in particular, of the region of 
Liege, where stand the imposing 
facades of the metallurgical fac- 
tories in which you are employed. 
Through you, Our greeting goes 
out to all of your fellow workers 
who would, perhaps, have liked to 
accompany you, and to whom, upon 
your return, you will hasten to 
convey, We feel certain, the assur- 
ance of Our paternal regard. 


Rome’s witness 


There are, undoubtedly, many 
among you who are for the first 
time becoming acquainted with the 
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center of the Catholic world. As 
you look upon so many ancient and 
modern monuments, however, you 
must assuredly be given to think- 
ing of all that they represent for 
your faith; it is here that the 
apostles, Saint Peter and Saint 
Paul, shed their blood in order to 
prove the truth of the message 
which they preached; and here, 
too, that a great many other fear- 
less martyrs who came after them 
also rendered the same testimony 
unto Jesus Christ. On the ruins of 
pagan civilization today stand 
Christian basilicas, which attest 
as to how the same faith has, 
throughout the course of centuries, 
remained intact, faithfully 
guarded by the successors of 
Peter, who, as his heirs, have like- 
wise enjoyed divine powers. It is 
to this that Rome bears witness: 
the indefectible permanence down 
through the ages of the Church 
established by Christ, depositary 
of revealed truth, and of the prom- 
ises of salvation. 

You will never again have oc- 
casion to forget this admirable les- 
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son, of which Rome is the visible 
illustration ; for what you will take 
home with you is not only a recol- 
lection of the grandeur and mag- 
nificence of her monuments, but 
also the conviction that the faith, 
which served to inspire them, is 
still alive, pure, and strong. It is 
your confirmed belief that the 
working class should play the role 
to which it is duly entitled in the 
elaboration of a more human, 
a more just, and a more frat- 
ernal civilization. There are, how- 
ever, certain individuals who 
would willingly press such an ob- 
jective in utter defiance of the 
most treasured possessions of the 
human soul, its religion, its belief 
in God the Creator and Savior, 
and its foreordained supernatural 
destiny. How could they possibly 
assure the happiness and peace of 
society, when they seek to destroy 
the very sources from which they 
emanate? Their promises, appeal- 
ing though they may be, could only 
produce the most bitter disillusion. 


The immutable rock 


You are now more fully cog- 
nizant of the fact, dear sons, that 
the teaching of the Catholic 
Church dates back to the time of 
the apostles. Millions and millions 
of Christians have come here be- 
fore you to kneel at the tomb of 
Peter, and to acknowledge in him 
the immutable rock upon which 
Christ founded his work. Like 
them, you will enthusiastically pro- 


claim that in Christ, whose voice 
comes down to you now, faithfully 
transmitted by Roman tradition, 
are embodied the promises of eter- 
nal life, those which neither die 
nor deceive. 


Avoid false solutions 


It is this that you will tell your 
working companions when they 
make known to you their fears and 
their anguish, when you, your- 
selves, will have to bear the duly 
heavy burden of daily work, of 
family and social responsibilities, 
and of the suffering which is an 
inevitable part of this life. More 
than anyone else, you cherish an 
overwhelming desire to see the 
triumph of justice and of truth, 
and recognition of your legitimate 
rights, as of your duties; you want 
to make sure that relations among 
the various classes of society will 
be harmoniously balanced. And 
yet, you must not have recourse to 
false or incomplete solutions, those 
which conceal evil behind the mask 
of a fleeting illusion, and are, in 
fact, powerless to confront it as 
a whole, to combat it in its ulti- 
mate haven, the egoistic and proud 
heart of man. Only Christian char- 
ity, sustained by the truth and 
power of God himself, can under- 
take such a task with any chance 
of success. 


A Faith, solid, universal, perennial 


May your trip to Rome strength- 
en within you an awareness of the 





This was an address in French to a group of 130 Belgian metal craftsmen from 
Liege who were visiting Rome, some of them for the first time. The translation is 
by John J. Conley from the Osservatore Romano text (Sept. 21, 1955). 
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solidity and of the perenniality of 
your faith; as, also, of its univer- 
sality, since you have no doubt 
rubbed elbows in this city with a 
number of pilgrims who have come 
here from other countries, and 
even from other continents; irre- 
spective of their social station, na- 
tionality, or race, they believe, as 
do you, in one Lord and God, Jesus 
Christ, and they faithfully obey 
the same Church, which they both 
address as Mother and turn to for 
support and consolation in time of 
difficulty. 


Friendly star 


May Divine Providence render 
fruitful the efforts which you are 
making to ameliorate your eco- 
nomic position, and, more particu- 
larly, te foster within your family 
and professional environment the 
peace and joy of the disinterested 
soul, who is always faithful to his 
duties and generous towards 
others. 

As evidence of the heavenly 
favor which We beseech for you, 
your families, and all those who 
are dear to you, We impart to you 
Our paternal Apostolic Benedic- 
tion. 








For the human mind, being confined within certain limits, and those narrow 
enough, is exposed to many errors and is ignorant of many things; whereas 
the Christian faith, reposing on the authority of God, is the unfailing mis- 
tress of truth, whom whoso followeth he will be neither immeshed in the 
snares of error nor tossed hither and thither on the waves of fluctuating 
Opinion. Those, therefore, who to the study of philosophy unite obedience 
to the Christian faith are philosophers indeed; for the splendor of the divine 
truths, received into the mind, helps the understanding, and not only detracts 
in nowise from its dignity, but adds greatly to its nobility, keenness, and 
stability. . . . A wise man, therefore, would not accuse faith and look upon 
it as opposed to reason and natural truths, but would rather offer heartfelt 
thanks to God, and sincerely rejoice that, in the density of ignorance and in 
the flood-tide of error, holy faith, like a friendly star, shines down upon his 
path and points out to him the fair gate of truth beyond all danger of 
wandering. 


—Leo XIli. Aeterni Patris. Aug. 4, 1879. 

















Random Quotes... 


. .. travel and cultural relations bring opportunities for enrich- 
ment to those engaged in them. . . . They contribute to the develop- 
ment of a condition that is essential to peace, that is, to respect for 
the characteristic traits of each nation. [To the Congress of Euro- 
pean-American Associations; see p. 232 | 


The civilization of the Western peoples cannot sink into a ma- 
terialism which, at least implicitly, finds its ideal in the enjoyment 
of the comforts of life. On the contrary, it must dedicate itself to 
liberating those spiritual values which are so bitterly opposed in 
many modern institutions. [To the Congress of European-Amer- 
ican Associations; see p. 233] 


... the peoples of the East have nothing to fear from re-establish- 
ing unity with the Roman Church, or from a much to be desired 
and necessary return to her; they will lose nothing whatever of 
the dignity and splendour of their liturgy, or of the revered in- 
heritance of discipline which they have received from their fathers; 
rather will they enjoy no small increase of strength and glory. [To 
Abbot Isadore Croce; see p. 269] 




















The Church in Latin America: 
Its Problems; Its Glories 


Apostolic Letter of Pope Pius XII on the Occasion of the General 
Conference of Latin American Hierarchy in Rio de Janeiro 


Ad Ecclesiam Christi 


Venerable Brother: 
and Benediction. 

Our thoughts are directed with 
both vigilance and love to the 
Church of Christ in the Latin 
American countries—countries re- 
nowned for their attachment to re- 
ligion, for their enlightened civili- 
zation, and for the tremendous 
hope they offer for future great- 
ness. 


Greetings 


Unity of Latin America 


We are charged with the heaven- 
ly mission of directing the whole of 
Christ’s fold, and so have a con- 
stant and pressing concern for the 
Church everywhere. It is quite 
natural therefore that our atten- 
tion should turn with particular in- 
terest toward the numerous faith- 
ful who live on this vast continent. 

These peoples, even though their 
allegiance is to different countries, 
are united as brothers by their ad- 
joining boundaries, by the bonds of 
a common civilization, and espe- 
cially by their inherited gift of 
evangelical truth. Together, they 
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constitute over a quarter of the 
Catholic world. What a magnifi- 
cent array of sons of the Church! 
A veritable phalanx, sternly hold- 
ing to the Catholic Faith, which is 
their heritage from generations 
past. This is a great comfort to 
Us amid the bitter struggles and 
persecutions to which We see the 
name Christian and even belief in 
God exposed in more than one part 
of the world. 

Even in our day, in fact—and 
this is a source of great sorrow to 
Us—there are struggles and vexa- 
tions against the Church in certain 
parts of Latin America. But until 
now—We thank God for it—noth- 
ing has been able to extinguish in 
these vast regions the light of 
salvation emanating from the cross 
of Christ, which as resplendent 
sunlight has risen from the dawn 
of their civilization. 


Shortage of Priests 


We do not wish, Venerable 
Brother, to conceal the fact that 
the consideration of all this brings 
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with it a lively uneasiness. For we 
see that the grave and ever-grow- 
ing problems of the Church in 
Latin America are not yet solved— 
especially the one which is justly 


called the most serious and danger- 


ous and which arouses anguish and 
alarm: the shortage of priests. 
The causes of this shortage are 
so well known that it is unneces- 
sary to cite them in detail. Gener- 
ous efforts have been made to 
remedy it; nevertheless for the 
past century and continuing today, 
this shortage has been a reason 
why Catholic life on the Latin 
American continent presents defi- 
ciencies which are becoming in- 
creasingly dangerous — although 
without doubt this Catholic life is 
profoundly rooted in the minds of 
the people and is distinguished by 
magnificent manifestations, attain- 
ing sometimes even the heroism of 
martyrdom, the crown of the brave. 
In effect, where there is no 
priest or where he is not “a vessel 
for honorable use, sanctified and 
useful to the Lord, ready for every 
good work” (2 Timothy 2, 21), 
the light of religious truth is 
fatally obscured, the laws and pre- 
cepts of life dictated by religion 
lose their strength, the life of 
grace is increasingly weakened, the 
morals of the people easily degen- 
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erate into laxity and carelessness. 
In public life as in private a 
healthy resolve is worn down—a 
resolve which can manifest itself 
only when each person lives up to 
all the conditions imposed by the 
Gospel. 

This shortage of religious and 
diocesan priests thwarts or, at the 
very least, retards for the people 
of Latin America, who are so dear 
to Us, the realization on the reli- 
gious plane of the progress which 
they have happily accomplished in 
more than one other field. And 
this is today more accentuated and 
graver than in the past because of 
the greater number of apostolic 
problems facing the Church. 


Optimism for future 


Trusting in the protection of 
God and in the patronage of the 
Most Holy Virgin, Patroness of 
Latin America, We do not share 
the pessimism that such conditions 
inspire in some people. We even 
nourish in Our heart the hope that 
Latin America in a short time can 
respond with vigorous zeal to the 
Apostolic vocation that Divine 
Providence seems to have assigned 
this great continent which glories 
in the Catholic faith, and that it 
can play a leading role in the noble 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, July 27, 1955. Latin text. Translation based 
on one released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

This letter was addressed to His Eminence Adeodato Cardinal Piazza, Secretary 
of the Sacred Consistorial Congregation, who presided at the ten-day General 
Conference of the Latin-American hierarchy which began July 25 in Rio de Janeiro. 
The conference was attended by the Latin American Cardinals, five Apostolic 
Nuncios and about 100 Archbishops and Bishops. Major theme of the conference 
was the shortage of priests and how to remedy it. 
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mission of bringing bounteously to 
other nations in the future the de- 
sired gifts of salvation and peace. 

To bring these hopes to realiza- 
tion, action must be taken with 
alacrity, generous courage and 
strength, not dispersing precious 
energies but coordinating them so 
that the number of vocations will 
begin to multiply. New forms and 
new methods of the apostolate 
must be employed. These, while 
maintaining the same fidelity to 
ecclesiastical tradition, better an- 
swer the requirements of the age 
and profit from modern progress, 
which, although unfortunately it 
may often serve evil, may and 
should in good hands be an instru- 
ment for men to work courageously 
for the triumph of virtue and the 
diffusion of truth. 


Study of problems 


In view of all this, it seemed 
quite timely for Us to welcome the 
petition presented by the Latin 
American Episcopacy that it 
. gather for a deeper study of these 
problems and the most appropriate 
means for resolving them as quick- 
ly and as completely as necessity 
demands. 

After the preparatory work of 
studying the present situation and 
possible remedies, the holy pastors 
will meet again soon. The repre- 
sentatives of different ecclesiastical 
provinces and missionary districts 
of Latin America will share the 
results of their studies and will 
draw from them with mutual ac- 
cord precious practical conclusions 
for a more vigorous expansion of 
Catholic life throughout the con- 
tinent. 
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As We share their worries 
quickened in Us by apostolic con- 
cern, We are very happy to be 
present through you, Venerable 
Brother, at their meeting and to 
bring to it through this letter, in 
witness of Our profound love, Our 
wishes and exhortations. 

We are certain that the zealous 
and very worthy bishops, in 
accomplishing the ends proposed 
by the Conference, will fix their 
attention on the most appropriate 
and efficacious program for con- 
tinuously finding, cultivating, and 
developing numerous vocations to 
the priestly and religious state 
among the young people of their 
countries; for forming holy and 
well prepared ministers of God 
and the Church; for protecting 
amidst dangers and temptations 
the ecclesiastical spirit which must 
distinguish those who are called to 
exercise the sacred ministry. For 
their spirit should -be nourished 
ceaselessly with a continued and 
generous concern to foster piety 
and to fulfill the daily apostolic 
duty so that their priestly life may 
be free from vanity and rich in 
fullness. 


Missionary clergy: one answer 


But since it will be a long time 
before vocations can answer the 
needs of each country, attentive 
concern should also be concen- 
trated on the better means of 
utilizing to the service of the 
Church in Latin America the large 
number of clergy of other coun- 
tries. These cannot be considered 
foreigners, for all Catholic priests 
who truly answer their vocation 
feel themselves native sons wher- 
ever they work, in order that the 
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Kingdom of God may flourish and 
develop. 


Laity to work the harvest 


There is another important pos- 
sibility which should not be neg- 
lected at the episcopal conference, 
namely the possibility of calling to 
the aid of the clergy those who are 
rightly called its auxiliaries. In 
the first place, there are those in 
religious life, both men and wom- 
en, who by their very vocation are 
shown as the most precious and the 
closest collaborators of apostolic 
action. Also there are great num- 
bers of generous laity, who know 
how to answer the invitation of the 
Master of the evangelical harvest, 
Who with a sweet urgency, calls 
them to join in diverse manners 
and with different tasks in the 
work and in the reward of apos- 
tolic workers. 

It is Our firm conviction that so 
long as this lamentable shortage of 
priests exists, the sacred hierarchy 
can find especially among them in- 
dispensable and providential aid 
for the work of the priests. 


Use of press, radio 


Cordial and well-organized co- 
operation between the apostolic 
forces in Latin America will be a 
great help in their work. A study 
of those methods in the care of 
souls which experience has shown 
to be well adapted to the particular 
conditions of the times will also 
be greatly helpful. Further help 
will come from a more adequate 
use of modern technical means— 
like the press and radio—to diffuse 
and inculcate more efficaciously 
into men’s minds the sacred words 


and the teachings of the Church, 
the guardian of truth. 

Thus organized and set up, 
Catholic forces will be able to con- 
front the arduous but fruitful 
struggle with additional strength 
for the defense of the Kingdom of 
God and its constant expansion. 


Inestimable treasure of religion 


Unfortunately the assaults of 
the wily enemies are numerous. 
Energetic vigilance is necessary to 
repel the ambushes of free- 
masonry, the teachings of the 
Reformers which are receiving 
wide dissemination, the various 
kinds of laicism, superstition, and 
spiritism, as it is called, which 
increase in proportion to igno- 
rance of spiritual things and indif- 
ference in the Christian life. These 
take the place of true faith and de- 
ceivingly satisfy the desires of a 
people thirsting for God. To these, 
must be added the perverse doc- 
trines of those, who under a false 
pretext for social justice and for 
the betterment of living conditions 
for the more humble classes, tend 
to remove from men’s minds the 
inestimable treasure of religion. 

Moreover, other questions ought 
—by reason of their urgency—be 
treated with the most diligent care 
at the conference, for this is a very 
vast region which is opened to the 
triumphs of the Catholic faith. 


Emigration 


Among other very important 
matters there is one which should 
not be neglected: America, a land 
abounding in mineral wealth, agri- 
cultural produce and all that man 
needs for life, with hospitable 
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charity gathers within its vast re- 
gions multitudes of people which 
need or violence brings from their 
own native land. The emigration 
of so many people, as one can 
readily understand, raises numer- 
ous problems to which We have 
directed Our attention and have 
given some norms in the Apostolic 
Constitution, Exsul Familia, par- 
ticularly in those things which 
concern the spiritual life of the 
emigrants. 


Social action 


We believe that it is necessary 
to underline how necessary is the 
maternal presence of the Church 
in the field of social action with its 
luminous teaching and its wisely 
directed efforts. If the social ques- 
tion merits for all peoples the 
greatest consideration, it offers 
particular reasons for attracting 
the pastoral concern of the sacred 
hierarchy in Latin American coun- 
tries, for it is a question intimately 
related to the religious life. 


Mutual aid 


Finally, We wish to add a word 
about the possibilities and advan- 
tages of a larger and more cordial 
collaboration to which We pater- 
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nally exhort not only the hierarchy 
and the faithful of the several 
Latin American nations but also 
all other people who in one manner 
or another can bring aid and sup- 
port. It is aid and support which 
Latin America, We are sure, will 
be able to repay some day, greatly 
multiplied, to the whole Church of 
Christ when, We hope, it can 
happily count on its vast and 
precious energies which seem, so 
to speak, to await the hand of the 
priest in order to concentrate 
themselves with an active enthusi- 
asm in the service of God and His 
Kingdom. 


Filled with a fatherly love, and 
cherishing the comforting hope of 
a happy future, which We entrust 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and 
the Immaculate Virgin Mother of 
God, we are happy to give to you, 
Venerable Brother, and to the very 
dear Cardinals, Archbishops, 
Bishops and prelates of Latin 
America and above all to those who 
participate in the coming confer- 
ence at Rio de Janeiro, so that the 
most abundant fruits may result 
from their zeal and work, Our 
Apostolic Benediction. We also ex- 
tend it wholeheartedly to the 
priests, the religious, and the 
faithful of Latin America. 

















Random Quotes... 


Though it may not be possible to do away with painful conditions 
by a stroke of the pen or to prevent crimes or misfortunes, it is 
nevertheless important to form the minds of the people correctly 
in such matters. Rather than finding in these things food for 
curiosity—or reacting to them according to the interest of the 
moment, an inclination towards comfort or an excessive concern 
for individual safety—it is necessary that public opinion become 
steadily more conscious of the profound reasons which condition 
the order and well being of social life; that is to say, a sense of 
man’s dignity, of his personal responsibility and his obligations to 
the community. [To the Roman Newspapermen’s Union; see p. 
238] 


. one single document can lead to error, but not a whole col- 
lection of archives, if, like that of the Vatican, with its consider- 
able material, covering whole pontificates, whole decades, whole 
centuries, it brings out, through innumerable changes of events, of 
men and of conditions, a well-defined manner of thinking and be- 
having, and definite convictions and principles. Thus the Vatican 
Archives are a testimony worthy of the confidence and the con- 


science of the Catholic Church. [To a group of historians; see p. 
214] 


. a free press must justify its pretention to public acclaim by 
its unfeigned esteem for moral values... . [To Canadian Women’s 


Press Club; see p. 235] 
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The Power of the Eucharist 


Address of Pope Pius XII to the International Eucharistic Congress 


Entoai ao Senhor 


ING ye to the Lord a new 
canticle; let his praise resound 
in the assembly of the saints. 

Let Israel rejoice in her maker, let 
the children of Sion be joyful in 
their king. (Ps 149, 1-2). 


Venerable brothers and loving 
sons! Our thoughts turn in this 
solemn hour to a great spectacle 
across the seas. Up there on the 
summit of the Corcovado, the 
statue of the Redeemer, with arms 
constantly outstretched in the form 
of a cross, seems to repeat, not only 
to the great metropolis spread at 
its feet, but also to the Bay of 
Guanabara and beyond, to all who 
struggle and suffer in the stormy 
seas of life: “Come to me, all you 
who labor and are burdened, and 
I will give you rest .. . come and 
you will find rest for your souls” 
(Matt. 11, 28-29). 

This is an eloquent symbol, a 
symbol that in our times has be- 
come a marvelous reality. 


Eucharistic Kingship 


Rendering infinite thanks to 
God, dispenser of all gifts, We re- 
joice with you, beloved children, 
over the great demonstrations of 
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faith, love and reparation which 
before heaven and earth you have 
offered to the Divine Redeemer. 

We are paternally pleased by the 
outpouring of blessings, the in- 
tensified fervor, the truly Chris- 
tian life which no doubt all of you 
have experienced during these 
days of grace. 

Our spirit already rejoices in the 
Lord, anticipating the salutary 
Eucharistic apostolate which, upon 
returning to your homes, you will 
exercise by your example and ac- 
tivity. 

In these crowded days you have 
had many demonstrations of Eu- 
charistic piety: holy hours night 
and day in churches, convents, 
hospitals, prisons; Communions in 
great number, in which people 
from all walks of life have joined; 
brilliant processions on land and 
water; and solemn ceremonies in 
all rites. 

But this was not all. Under the 
auspices, leadership and protection 
of Our Lady Appeared, Patron of 
Brazil and Seat of Wisdom, you 
have endeavored to study and 
meditate upon the mystery of the 
Eucharistic Kingship of the Re- 
deemer in all its aspects: in rela- 
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tion to the Church, to her Euchar- 
istic Kingdom, and to individuals 
and society. 


Light and Fire 


This is a blessed body of knowl- 
edge, which must become a way of 
salvation for you and many others. 
The knowledge of the Eucharist is 
one of light and fire—a light that 
illuminates, a fire which must be 
spread. Never let it be extin- 
guished. Lift it up so that it may 
illuminate and enkindle everything 
around you. 

There is today in the world so 
much dense darkness of ignorance, 
so much coldness of indifferentism. 
Who truly knows what the Eu- 
charist—Sacrifice and Communion 
—is? 


The Eucharist as Sacrifice 


The Eucharistic Sacrifice is Cal- 
vary extended through space to 
embrace the entire earth, extended 
throughout time to the end of cen- 
turies! It was on Calvary, in the 
most majestic hour of creation, 
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that the bloody sacrifice occurred 
in which the Son of God incarnate 
immolated Himself for the re- 
demption of the world. In the Eu- 
charist the same sacrifice is re- 
newed in an unbloody manner, day 
after day, 200,000 or 300,000 
times, in as many places of the 
earth. 

Caeli enarrant gloriam Dei! The 
heavens proclaim the glory of God! 
In these times, when science has 
penetrated into so many immeas- 
urable abysms, this praise of the 
divine glory resounds more power- 
fully than ever before in our 
hearts! But what is all of science, 
even if it were millions of times 
more powerful, compared with the 
literally infinite glory which is 
rendered in the silence of our 
altars to the Eternal Father, to 
the Eucharistic God, perenially im- 
molated? 


Immense thurible 


The earth is but a speck in the 
immensity of the universe! How- 
ever, the Eucharistic Sacrifice 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, July 25-26, 1955. Portuguese text. Transla- 
tion based on one released by N.C.W.C. News Service. 


A million and a half faithful, gathered in the great Congress Square on the 
shores of Guanabara Bay, as well as in neighboring parks and avenues, greeted 
this special radio-message with resounding cheers. Millions more heard the Pope 
on their radios at home, in restaurants, stores and other public places throughout 
Brazil. The talk was a fitting climax to the 36th International Eucharistic Congress 
which brought to Rio de Janeiro 20 Cardinals and a great number of Archbishops, 
Bishops, priests and faithful. Special Masses and Holy Hours, study sessions, lec- 
tures, concerts of sacred music, impressive exhibitions of religious art, visits to 
shrines, and performances of religious plays made the Congress doubly memorable 
for the pilgrims. Among the most impressive events were a special Communion Mass 
for the men, which brought an estimated 400,000 communicants to the altar rail, 


and a Way of the Cross on behalf of the Church of Silence in which 200,000 
participated. 
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transforms it into an immense 
thurible moving through space and 
sending forth spirals of infinite 
glory to the Creator. 

O Si scires donum Dei! Oh, if 
truly we knew and recognized this 
gift of God! There would not be 
among the faithful one person who 
did not take active part in the 
Divine Sacrifice on the Lord’s Day. 


The Eucharist as Communion 


The Eucharistic Communion: 
the Divine King gives Himself to 
us. If only we truly knew and ap- 
preciated this gift of Infinite Love! 

This ineffable Mystery of union 
—next to the Hypostatic Union 
and the Divine Maternity the most 
marvelous and sanctifying—tends 
to clothe us, not with a regal 
purple, but with the very Person 
of the Divine King (cfr. 8. Io. 
Chrysostomi, in Ioann. Homil 47 
n. 4—Migne PG. t. 59 col. 262). 
And this to make us Christlike, co- 
corporeal and kindred with Him 
(cfr. S. Cyrill. Hieros, Catech. 
Myst. 4 n. 3—Migne PG. t. 33 col. 
1100) ; to transform and convert 
us in Him, so that we may say 
that, more than ourselves, it is 
Christ who lives in us (cfr. S. 
Thom. in IV Sent. dist. 12 quaest. 
2 art. 1 et 2). 


Mystery of unity, life, power 


This Mystery of unity, by in- 
corporating and almost identify- 
ing the faithful with Christ, tends 
to unite them into a single family 
and one body in which beats one 
heart alone, one soul alone, and in 
which each member is as zealous 
of the well-being of others as of 
his own, and even more so. 
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This Mystery of life, this divine 
medicine of immortality (cfr. S. 
Ignat. ad Eph. n. 20, 2) sustains 
the life of the soul, restores 
strength and renews it, neutralizes 
the germs of vice and makes all 
virtues germinate, from the lilies 
of angelic purity to heroisms of the 
utmost immolated zeal. 

Mystery of divine power, in- 
vincible armor of the Christian 
militia! In the era of martyrs 
the Church’s whole solicitude was 
to arm its champions with the 
Body of Christ so that they 
might persevere in the attain- 
ment of the crown (cfr. 8. Cyprian 
ep. 54 n. 2.4—Migne PL t. 3 col 
883, 885; ep. 56 n. 1. 9—ib. t. 4 col. 
360. 367). Today, when the palms 
of martyrdom grow so thickly, how 
fortunate is the confessor of the 
Faith who can embrace Jesus in 
the Eucharist! 


Bloodless martyrdom 


After all what life worthy of 
being called Christian is without 
its bloodless martyrdom? Without 
a taking up of one’s own cross to 
follow Christ? In order to resist 
the seductions of evil, does He not 
say that one must have the cour- 
age for any sacrifice, even to pluck- 
ing out one’s eyes and cutting off 
one’s hands and feet (cfr. Matt. 
18, 8-9). If you wish to possess 
such valor, arm yourselves with 
Jesus in the Eucharist. 


Be heralds and apostles 


Beloved children! When you 
meditated during the Congress on 
the mysteries of the Divine Eu- 
charist, you felt that the Redeemer 
and Eucharistic King consecrated 
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you as His heralds and apostles to 
make the wonders of His Love 
known everywhere—you particu- 
larly, who see the Southern Cross 
shining in the sky of your land, 
lighted by the Creator as though 
constantly to recall to you that it 
is the “Land of the Holy Cross,” 
the land of a people born in the 
shade of the Cross, organized into 
a nation facing the altar and the 
Eucharistic throne, who found in 
the Eucharist the energy with 
which to “spread Christianity” 
and to insure by memorable deeds, 
the integrity of the country and 
the unity of the faith, which you 
found in the city of San Sebastian, 
established at the foot of the altar 
of God; a city that can be called 
Catholic since its birth, more so by 
the virtue of Communion than by 
the power of arms. 


To befit the temple 
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His Kingdom come 


Each one of you, should return 
to your homes, determined to be at 
all times and everywhere paladins 
of the Eucharistic King—in your 
family life as well as in social, 
civic and public life. Thus, the 
Redeemer and Divine King will 
—not only by right, but in fact— 
reign in all hearts that beat from 
the Amazon to the La Plata Rivers. 
Thus He will establish in every- 
one His kingdom of peace and love, 
of justice and sanctity, according 
to the Divine promises, and even in 
that which is temporal, there shall 
be a kingdom of “order and prog- 
ress,” one of tranquility, harmony 
and of true prosperity. 

May the Divine Redeemer, 
through the intercession of Our 
Lady Appeared, aid you always 
with an abundance of His graces, 
and may Our paternal Apostolic 
Blessing be a pledge of them. 


But since the Holy Spirit, as We have said, dwells in us as in His temple, 
We must repeat the warning of the Apostle: “Grieve not the Holy Spirit 
of God, whereby you are sealed.’ Nor is it enough to fly from sin; every 
Christian ought to shine with the splendor of virtue so as to be pleasing to 
so great and so beneficent a guest; and first of all with chastity and holiness, 
for chaste and holy things befit the temple. 


—Leo XIll. Divinum Illud. May 9, 1897. 














Toward Christian Motherhood 


Address of Pope Pius XII to the Jeunesse Indépendante 


Catholique Féminine of Belgium 


Le vingt-ciniquiéme 


HE twenty-fifth anniversary 
of your society has afforded 
you the opportunity, dear 

daughters, members of the Jewn- 
esse Indépendante Catholique Fé- 
minine of Belgium, to make this 
pilgrimage to Rome; thus do We 
have the pleasure of receiving you 
and of congratulating you whole- 
heartedly upon the fine work which 
has been accomplished by your or- 
ganization throughout the past 
quarter of a century. It is with 
predilection, you know, that the 
Church looks upon those of her 
children who, taking a serious in- 
terest in the responsibilities of 
their Christian life, enter the 
ranks of Catholic Action as a 
means of giving expression to their 
zeal. The conditions of modern 
civilization render practical indif- 
ference to the social aspects of the 
religious problem increasingly in- 
tolerable for those who have been 
baptized: it is imperative for us 
to declare ourselves openly for or 
against Christ, not only in words, 
but also in actions; personal piety 
and the virtues which adorn a 
faithful soul must produce fruits 
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of salvation for our fellow men. As 
scattered efforts cannot, moreover, 
make any serious impression upon 
institutions, groups, and, in gen- 
eral, upon the social framework 
which regulates human activities, 
Catholic Action orients and coor- 
dinates in a steadfast alliance the 
energy of individuals. 


Molder of the heart 


You have clearly understood 
this, and it is your noble ambition 
to reanimate within your sphere 
of influence the fervor of Christian 
spirit. You may, indeed, be sure 
that a particularly sensitive sector 
of the field of operations of Cath- 
olic influence has been entrusted to 
your care. A woman acts princi- 
pally in and through the family, 
which is the mother cell of the 
social organism. Even outside ac- 
tivities, which take a girl away 
from her family environment, 
should in the long run contribute 
to preparing the future wife and 
the future mother; they should 
give to her the indispensable quali- 
ties which she needs as a molder of 
the heart. Her apostolate will at 
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first be carried out among the 
members of her own family, but it 
will subsequently be extended to 
embrace the moral and spiritual 
elevation of other less favored 
households. It is for this reason 
that We should like to draw your 
attention to the urgent necessity 
of forging within yourselves a 
Christian personality fully capable 
of assuming, in the face of external 
encroachment which may even be 
tyrannical, the task of education. 


Influence of press, radio, movies, 
television 


Those responsible for Catholic 
Action have given much thought 
to the problem of the modern 
means of communicating ideas; it 
has been duly noted that the press, 
radio, movies, and television exert 
on minds a constant pressure and 
introduce an endless procession of 
images, impressions, opinions, and 
judgments, which range from ex- 
cellent to most harmful in nature. 
Men of all ages and from all walks 
of life are continually exposed to 
this invasion, against which they 
often defend themselves inade- 
quately. What becomes then of the 
meaning of supernatural life, 
knowledge of the truths of the 
faith, practice of the virtues of 
self denial, of fidelity, of gener- 
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osity, an awareness of the presence 
of Christ in our fellow men, and 
charitable consideration of them? 
How will a Christian mother pre- 
serve in her home, how will she 
instill in her children these evan- 
gelical attitudes, which bear wit- 
ness, in the fullest meaning of the 
term, to the truth of Christianity? 
Must she not possess both firm 
convictions and truly Christian 
sentiments and reactions? At any 
moment she should be prepared to 
single out, from the innumerable 
influences which come into her 
home and vie for the attention of 
the members of her family, those 
which respect Christian values and 
are sympathetic to them; and she 
should also know how to antici- 
pate, to ward off, or to counter- 
balance the others by the fervor 
of an inner life, revealed spontane- 
ously in her words, actions, and 
general manner of behavior. 


Grace against materialism 


To achieve such an objective and 
to be able to prosecute over the 
years this extremely delicate task 
—upon which the spiritual level of 
a family does, in the final analysis, 
depend—you must begin at once 
to master this difficult art. You 
undoubtedly bring a great deal of 
enthusiasm to bear in carrying out 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, July 28, 1955. French text. Translation by 


John J. Conley. 


This year is the twenty-fifth anniversary of the J.I.C.F. (Jeunesse Indépendante 
Catholique Féminine) of Belgium, and a number of the directors and members of 
the organization came to Rome where they were granted this special audience by 
the Pope. The J.1.C.F., a branch of Catholic Action, brings together in one organ- 
ization young women from every social class. It has local branches in all the key 


areas of the country. 
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the apostolic tasks which have been 
assigned to you, but you must also 
know how to reflect and to pray, 
to examine in groups or in solitude 
the principles from which you are 
to draw inspiration, to study both 
the conditions of a milieu, its de- 
ficiencies and promise, and the 
doctrine of the Church which is 
to serve as the guide for your en- 
deavors. Above all else, you must 
strive to live ever more intensely 
in the Holy Ghost, under the im- 
petus of grace which you will re- 
ceive from sacramental sources. 
There will then exist no danger of 
your succumbing to the insidious 
temptations of a materialistic civil- 
ization, which seeks to establish in 
this world a false paradise and 
threatens to neutralize even the 
purest spiritual forces in the name 
of ease, luxury, and comfort. 

It is Our ardent wish that you 
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may experience, as a result of your 
pilgrimage to and contact with 
this land sprinkled with the blood 
of the great apostles Peter and 
Paul, illustrious witnesses of 
Christ in the pagan Rome of antiq- 
uity, renewed vigor in your inner 
life and apostolic labors. 

We also beseech heavenly bless- 
ings for the young husbands who 
have come here with you: may 
their happy and fruitful family life 
radiate that love of Christ which 
has united them in the sacrament 
of marriage, and which will al- 
ways be a source of enlightenment 
and strength in their joys and 
tribulations. 

As evidence of the divine favor 
which We invoke for you, your 
organization, and all those who 
are dear to you, We extend to you 
paternally Our Apostolic Benedic- 
tion. 
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Goodness of marriage 


If, then, we consider the end of the divine institution of marriage, we shall 
see very clearly that God intended it to be a most fruitful source of indi- 
vidual benefit and of public welfare. Not only, in strict truth, was marriage 
instituted for the propagation of the human race, but also that the lives of 
husbands and wives might be made better and happier. This comes about in 
many ways: by their lightening each other's burdens through mutual help: 
by constant and faithful love; by having all their possessions in common; and 
by the heavenly grace which flows from the sacrament. Marriage also can 
do much for the good of families, for, so long as it is conformable to nature 
and in accordance with the counsels of God, it has power to strengthen union 
of heart in the parents; to secure the holy education of children; to temper 
the authority of the father by the example of the divine authority; to render 
children obedient to their parents and servants obedient to their masters. 
From such marriages as these the State may rightly expect a race of citizens 
animated by a good spirit and filled with reverence and love for God, rec- 
ognizing it their duty to obey those who rule justly and lawfully, to love all, 
and to injure no one. 

—Leo XIII. Arcanum Divinae Sapientiae. Feb. 10, 1880. 














The Anniversaries of 


St. Ignatius and St. Bartholomew 


Two Letters of Pope Pius XII: To John Baptist Janssens, General of the 
Society of Jesus, on the occasion of ceremonies commemorating the 


Fourth Centenary of the Death of St. Ignatius . 


. . To Abbot Isidore 


Croce, Abbot Ordinary of the Community of Santa Maria de Grottafer- 
rata on the occasion of ceremonies commemorating the Ninth Centenary 
of the death of St. Bartholomew of Rossano. 


July 31, 1955 


The Pattern To Our beloved son, 
of John Baptist Jans- 
sens, General of the 
Society of Jesus. 

Beloved son, greetings and the 
Apostolic Blessing. 

We are greatly pleased to learn 
that the Society of Jesus, (over 
which you, beloved son, have 
worthily presided for the past nine 
years) intends to celebrate with 
fitting solemnity the memory of 
your holy founder on the occasion 
of the 400th anniversary of his 
death. Your purpose is, of course, 
to inspire and confirm all the mem- 
bers of your Society in a more ar- 
dent love for your beloved father 
and lawgiver and in a more perfect 
observance of the holy rule estab- 
lished by him. 

We are indeed most happy to 
praise and wish every biessing 
upon this quartercentenary cele- 


St. Ignatius 


June 30, 1955 


bration, in as much as We hope 
that the most abundant blessings 
will flow therefrom not only upon 
the sons of St. Ignatius, but also 
upon the Christian world at large. 
Indeed, some years ago, when you 
were observing the 400th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the Society, 
We said in an Apostolic Letter ' 
written for Our own consolation 
and yours: “It is with a deep sense 
of gratitude that We recall the 
splendid achievements which you 
and your forbears in the Society 
of Jesus have brought to pass 
under the guidance of Divine 
Providence.” ” 

So now, as an auspicious begin- 
ning of this anniversary, We are 
glad to recall these same things to 
mind once more; and to exhort you 
with the love of a father to per- 
severe most earnestly in all your 
spiritual undertakings, in your 
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good works and in your valued de- 
fence of the Catholic position. “We 
have no better means of meeting 
the changing and ever increasing 
needs of our modern age.” * 


Golden book 


We have been informed that all 
your provinces in every country 
have of their own accord unani- 
mously decided to keep this an- 
niversary in a special way by a 
more zealous and faithful perform- 
ance of the Spiritual Exercises of 
their founder and lawgiver as well 
as by a determined effort to make 
them more widely known and val- 
ued. Surely St. Ignatius left no 
more precious, no more useful, no 
more enduring heritage to his sons 
than this “golden book,” which 
from the time of Pope Paul III, the 
Roman Pontiffs * and many Saints 
of the Church have never ceased 
to extol with the highest praise. 

If we may take as true what 
Father La Palma® has recently 
said, namely that the book of 
Spiritual Exercises was the first- 
- born of St. Ignatius, we may, with 
equal justice, assert that the saint- 
ly author himself was the first- 
born of the Exercises. For it was 


through them that his mind filled 
with new life, his first steps in the 
way of perfection were guided, and 
his spiritual strength was so in- 
creased that he chose for himself a 
divine King and Master, one who 
was worn with toil and disfigured 
by shameful abuse, one who suf- 
fered torments and even death it- 
self in the service of the Eternal 
Father, and he followed this King 
to the very highest degree of love. 
On fire with the love of God, he 
hoped to bring not only himself but 
the entire world to the feet of 
Christ our Saviour. From his own 
experience of the remarkable effi- 
cacy of the Exercises, St. Ignatius 
once stated that in them was con- 
tained “the sum of all the good 
that he was able to think, to feel 
and to understand in this life, both 
for a man’s own progress and for 
the bearing of fruit that would 
help and benefit many others.” ® 


Doing battle for God 


Accordingly no one will be sur- 
prised to learn that your holy 
founder wished that all those who 
desired to do battle for God under 
the standard of the cross and to 
serve only Our Lord and the 








Both of these letters were written in Latin and appeared in Osservatore Romano 
(July 31, 1955 and August 6, 1955, respectively). The English translation of the 
first was done by Msgr. Charles E. Spence and the second translation appeared 
in the London Tablet (August 13, 1955) 206:151. 

The Holy Father sent special letters to Father John Baptist Janssens, S.J., Gen- 
eral of the Society of Jesus, marking the fourth centenary of the death of St. Ig- 
natius of Loyola, founder of the Society; and to Abbot Isidore Croce, Abbot of 
the ancient Byzantine monastery of Grottaferrata, on the ninth centenary of the 
death of St. Bartholomew, second abbot of the monastery. Grottaferrata is the 
only Byzantine Rite monastery that has remained in unbroken communion with 
Rome from ancient times. 
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Church His Spouse, under the 
Roman Pontiff, the Vicar of Christ 
on earth, in the Society of Jesus? 
should be thoroughly schooled in 
these Exercises. He himself had 
drawn new life from them; and he 
wished that his sons should like- 
wise draw from them that spirit 
which had given the Society its 
birth: namely a truly marvelous 
and holy fervor of spirit aroused 
by the working of God’s grace in 
the Exercises. 

This spirit of enthusiasm would 
make them not only desirous but 
keen and eager to serve the glory 
of God and to undertake most 
earnestly all labors in that cause. 
Forgetting their own comfort, flee- 
ing idleness, wholly given to fer- 
vent prayer based on the mortifi- 
cation of self, they would strive 
with all their might to attain to the 
ends set before them in the Society. 


The standard of the Cross 


When leave had been given him 
by Our predecessor of happy mem- 
ory, Pope Paul III*, and he had 
drawn up his Constitutions and 
had given them to his associates to 
be observed, it was not his thought 





THE POPE SPEAKS 


that the dead letter of the law 
would suffice in lieu of the living 
and life-giving spirit of the law as 
manifested in an interior love of 
God. Having founded his Society, 
he was not unaware of the mean- 
ing of that sentence which bade the 
Jesuits “serve the Holy See in a 
special manner” ® under the stand- 
ard of the Cross, that Cross to 
which Jesus Christ nailed the 
decree that was hostile to us and 
cancelled it completely, so that all 
mankind might be delivered from 
the power of the devil, and might 
walk in the light of faith and the 
glow of love. 

The commandment rang out 
clearly from the Mount of Olives: 
“And you shall be witnesses to me 
... even to the ends of the earth” 
(Acts i, 9). “You must extend your 
charity to embrace the whole 
world,” as Augustine wrote at a 
later date, “if you wish to love 
Christ, because the members of 
Christ are found throughout the 
world.” 2° 

Ignatius himself was to see more 
than a thousand of his companions 
fighting under the standard of the 
Cross, even in the distant regions 


? Apostolic Epistle Nostri profecto; A.A.S., 1940, vol. 32, pp. 289 seq. 


? Ibid., p. 289. 
® Ibid., p. 295. 


*Paul III, Apostolic Letter “Pastoralis officii” July 31, 1548; Benedict. XIV, 
Apostolic Letter “Quantum successus,” March 20, 1753; Leo XIII, Letter to Fr. Luis 
Martin, in “Ignatianae Commentationes,” February 8, 1900; Pius XI, Apostolic Con- 
stitution “Summorum Pontificum,” July 25, 1922, A.A.S., xiv, pp. 420-422; Pius 
XI, Encyclical ‘““Mens Nostra,” December 20, 1929, A.A.S., xxi, pp. 698-706. 

® Luis de la Palma, Camino espiritual: Madrid, Apostolate of the Press, 1944, bk. 
v, c. 3, p. 702. 

*Monumenta Historica S. J.: Monumenta Ignatiana, vol. i, p. 118: Letter to 
Miona. 

‘Julius III, Apostolic Letter “Exposcit debitum,” July 21, 1550. 

* Paul III, Apostolic Letter “Regimini militantis Ecclesiae,” September 27, 1540. 

* Constitutions of the Society of Jesus: part X, par. B. 

* Augustine on the Epistles of John to the Parthians, Treatise X, n. 8, Migne PL, 
III, 2-2060. 
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of Europe, America, India, and 
Ethiopia. This was indeed the 
beginning of that apostolate, which 
was to call his sons into the vast 
reaches of the Lord’s vineyard. 

Some would be called to the 
Foreign Missions among the heath- 
en, which the Roman Pontiffs 
would be anxious to entrust to 
them as the years went by, those 
mission fields that were to be culti- 
vated with arduous labor, sound 
knowledge, and even with the blood 
of martyrdom. Others would serve 
in the courts of kings as well as 
among those who were bound to 
cruel servitude; still others would 
be called to conduct schools for 
youth and to fill chairs in Universi- 
ties; others again would preach 
the Spiritual Exercises to all sorts 
and conditions of men, or would 
enrich and illuminate the world of 
letters with their writings. 


United in love 


The purpose of the Constitutions 
was to prepare the way, whereby 
the whole body of the Society as 
. well as its individual members, 
scattered as they were to be in 
every part of the globe, might re- 
main united with one another and 
with their head by means of their 
identical love for the Eternal 
King, and might be able to achieve 
that perfect form of life which is 
the chief fruit of the Exercises. 
This they were to do, of course, in 
keeping with the spirit of the Rule 
as laid down by St. Ignatius. 


Preserving the pattern 


Which of you, beloved son, dur- 
ing this 400th anniversary can fail 
to hear the words of Paul on the 
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lips of Ignatius: “Brethren be 
imitators of me, and mark those 
who walk after the pattern you 
have in us” (Phil. iii, 17). With 
the help of God, the Society has 
never been wanting in men of dis- 
tinguished sanctity, who per- 
formed the Exercises of St. Ig- 
natius with great fidelity and thus 
preserved that model, or pattern, 
unchanged; from this exact ob- 
servance they drew the strength 
and encouragement to conduct 
their lives in careful accordance 
with the Constitutions. In this 
way they conformed themselves to 
the pattern with greater perfection 
and were able to work more effec- 
tively for the salvation of others. 
Men formed according to this 
pattern were sought by Pope Pius 
VII, of undying memory," when 
the bark of Peter, tossed about by 
unceasing tempests, needed experi- 
enced and strong-hearted oarsmen ; 
in these days of storm and stress, 
Holy Mother Church asks the same 
Society for men of the self-same 
pattern to come to her assistance. 
Accordingly We urge the sons of 
St. Ignatius at the present day to 
follow in the foot-steps of those 
who have gone before them. Let 
them take their stand courageous- 
ly beneath the standard of the 
Cross and drive off every attack of 
the leaders of this world of dark- 
ness. To their Superiors, and es- 
pecially to the Roman Pontiff, they 
must always give loving and active 
obedience; their fame will be most 
honorable. Let them oppose world- 
ly. desires with the love of poverty; 
let them fight the love of ease with 
a certain austerity of life and in- 


“Pius VII, Apostolic Letter “Sollicitudo omnium Ecclesiarum,” August 7, 1814. 
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defatigable labor; let them offset 
the dissensions and discords of the 
world with the spirit of brotherly 
love, which is kind and peaceable, 
both among themselves and with 
all the world; let them oppose ma- 
terialism with a sincere and zeal- 
ous faith that is always mindful 
of God’s presence in the universe, 
and always gives Him His due of 
worship. If all this shall come to 
pass, Ignatius will live again in the 
lives of his sons. 


True Confessors 


But while We converse with you, 
beloved son, in this letter, Our 
thoughts turn to those Fathers and 
Brothers of the Society who have 
suffered, or are even now suffer- 
ing, bitter exile and torture at the 
heavy hands of the persecutor. 
Surely they are worthy sons of St. 
Ignatius, since they are keeping 
faith with the most famous mem- 
ories and glories of the Society of 
Jesus. They are indeed true Con- 
fessors of the Catholic Faith; they 
are bringing the highest honor 
upon their other brethren and set- 
ting them a shining example. May 
God give them strength to endure! 
We embrace them with the most 
affectionate goodwill. 

And now, as a loving father, We 
send our greetings to all the sons 
of St. Ignatius, beseeching Al- 
mighty God, that through the in- 
tercession of your holy founder 
and lawgiver, under the protec- 
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
they may continue to grow daily 
in those virtues which by divine 
grace form perfect instruments in 
God’s hands to direct all things 
rightly and to promote successfully 
the greater glory of God. 
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As a testimony of Our very par- 
ticular affection towards the glori- 
ous Society of Jesus, We hereby 
lovingly confer upon you, beloved 
son, and upon all the members of 
the Society entrusted to your care, 
wherever they may be throughout 
the world, the Apostolic Blessing 
in Our Lord. 

Given in Rome, at St. Peter’s, 
the 31st day of July in the year 
1955, the 17th of Our Pontificate. 


—Pius XII. Magna cum iucunditate. 


July 31, 1955. 
Rome and To Our Beloved son 
the Isidore Croce, Ab- 


Christian East 2° Ordinary of the 

Community of 
Santa Maria di Grottaferrata: Be- 
loved Son: Health and the Apos- 
tolic Benediction. 

We have learned with much 
pleasure of the zealous care which 
has inspired you, beloved son, and 
your other brethren to celebrate 
the ninth centenary of the holy 
death of St. Bartholomew the Less, 
fourth Abbot of your community, 
and We approve it highly. 


St. Bartholomew 


For it cannot but be most ac- 
ceptable to Us that special honour 
should be paid to that light of the 
Church, whose splendid achieve- 
ments were an adornment not only 
to the monastic state but also to 
this Apostolic See; and it is most 
appropriate that you should hon- 
our the memory of so great a man, 
who deserves to be known as the 
second father of your monastic in- 
stitute, which was founded by St. 
Nilos. For after the death of the 


Founder, who had barely laid the 
first foundations of your monas- 











ST. BARTHOLOMEW 


tery in the plain of Tusculum, it 
was not without God’s providential 
will that it fell to St. Bartholomew 
the Less, once he had been raised 
to the abbatial dignity, to complete 
the work which had been begun 
by St. Nilos, and to lay down wise 
rules for its governance. And it 
is chiefly due to his prudence, 
sound observance and sanctity that 
the noble offshoot of this form of 
Eastern religious life, having been 
transferred to the West, should 
still, after so many centuries, be 
exerting its healthful influence 
within the Church. 


Monastery’s witness 


Among much else which occurs 
to Our minds on this occasion, We 
desire to set forth something which 
it is of particular importance to 
consider, especially in these days. 
That is, that whenever the memory 
of the ages of St. Bartholomew 
and of the foundation of your 
monastery recurs, the mind turns 
with regret and desire to some- 
thing which was lost in the disas- 
ter of a long-distant period: We 
mean the ancient union, unmarred 
by schism, whereby the Greeks 
were not separated from the Ro- 
man Church, but were together in 
a single sheepfold, under the rule 
and governance of the Vicar of 
Christ. Wherefore it was a happy 
circumstance that, as St. Bartho- 
lomew the Less testifies, your Law- 
giver and Father, “in order to 
provide a place and a monastery 
wherein he might gather all his 
brethren and dispersed sons” 
(Vita S. Nili: Migne, P. G., vol. 
120, col. 158), sought a generous 
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reception in this holy City; where 
your Institute flourished marvel- 
ously under the protection of the 
Roman Pontiffs, and indeed still 
stands in our own day as a notable 
witness to that former unity, 
strong in the Roman faith, united 
in all friendship to the Greek ton- 
gue and the Greek liturgical dis- 
cipline. 

Beneiits of unity 


If all this is considered without 
prejudice, why should not the 
biased opinions which have for so 
long kept innumerable sons away 
from the bosom of Mother Church, 
gradually, with God’s help, yield to 
the truth? Indeed, the peoples of 
the East have nothing to fear from 
reestablishing unity with the Ro- 
man Church, or from a much to 
be desired and necessary return to 
her; they will lose nothing what- 
ever of the dignity and splendour 
of their liturgy, or of the revered 
inheritance of discipline which 
they have received from their 
fathers; rather will they enjoy no 
small increase of strength and 
glory. 

There is therefore, beloved sons, 
reason why you should not only 
consider in your minds_ these 
things, which are so important for 
Catholic unity, in the course of 
your anniversary celebrations, but 
also strive to give public expres- 
sion to them and set them in their 
proper light. 

Meanwhile do you, remembering 
the virtue and examples of so 
great a father, follow firmly in his 
footsteps, and endeavour with 
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great zeal to mirror forth in your- 
selves the brightness of his sanc- 
tity. And that this may turn out 
as We would wish, We impart to 
you, beloved son, and to all your 
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brethren, the Apostolic Benedic- 
tion, most lovingly in the Lord. 
Given in Rome, at St. Peter’s, 
the 30th day of June in the year 
1955, the 17th of Our pontificate. 


—Pius XII. Alacre studium. 
June 30, 1955. 


Guide to the Scriptures 


For the language of the Bible is employed to express, under the inspira- 
tion of the Holy Ghost, many things which are beyond the power and scope 
of the reason of man—that is to say, divine mysteries and all that is related 
to them. There is sometimes in such passages a fullness and a hidden depth 
of meaning which the letter hardly expresses and which the laws of interpre- 
tation hardly warrant. Moreover, the literal sense itself frequently admits 
other senses, adapted to illustrate dogma or to confirm morality. Wherefore, 
it must be recognized that the sacred writings are wrapped in a certain 
religious obscurity, and that no one can enter into their interior without a 
guide; God so disposing, as the holy Fathers commonly teach, in order that 
men may investigate them with greater ardor and earnestness, and that what 
is attained with difficulty may sink more deeply into the mind and heart, and 
most of all, that they may understand that God has delivered the Holy 
Scripture to the Church, and that in reading and making use of His Word 
they must follow the Church as their guide and their teacher. St. Irenaeus 
long since laid down that where the charismata of God were, there the truth 
was to be learned, and the Holy Scripture was safely interpreted by those 
who had the apostolic succession. 

—Leo XIII. Providentissimus Deus. Nov. 18, 1893. 











Two Messages to Scouts 


Two Addresses of Pope Pius XII: To Catholic Girl Scout Leaders 
. .. To Boy Scouts on the Occasion of Their World Jamboree 


Scouting: Aid We are happy to 
welcome you, dear 
daughters, on the 
occasion of the 
Fifth International Conference of 
Catholic Girl Scouts (Guides 
catholiques) , presided over by your 
so worthy Chief Scout, Princess 
Marie Massimo Lancellotti—and to 
see sO many nations gathered in 
this group which you form here 
before Us. We accept the tribute 
of your filial devotion whole- 
heartedly and with full fatherly 
affection, and We very gladly give 
you the words of encouragement 
which you ask for your lofty mis- 
sion as Catholic educators. 


to Christian 


Education 


Man’s goal: Christian sanctity 


The contacts you will enjoy dur- 
ing these days will enable you to 
share your experiences as leaders. 
Your reflections on these meetings 
should benefit the entire movement. 
Conscious of the responsibility 
which devolves upon you in the 
Christian training of Catholic 
Scouts, you have not hesitated to 
study under the direction of your 
chaplains, the weighty subject of 
the Redemption as it relates to 
education. The importance of this 
study should not escape any 
teacher, for every Christian edu- 


cator undertakes to guide his 
pupils not just toward any objec- 
tive but toward the sole ultimate 
end of man—Christian sanctity. 

Now, the Scout who takes on 
such a responsibility must know 
these things: the starting point, 
the goal to be reached, the road to 
be traveled, and the strength of 
the travelers. The point from 
which we start is a nature created 
in the image of God and destined 
by the Creator for the beatific 
vision but deprived of grace by 
original sin. By his own efforts 
man will never attain the super- 
natural grace to save himself and 
to rise to the summit of holiness 
to which God calls him. God there- 
fore sends His Son to redeem man- 
kind. The Christian educator is 
called upon to work together with 
Him who alone is Saviour, and to 
make Him known and loved by the 
children entrusted to his care. This 
is a lofty charge, and one which 
calls for the greatest humility 
and the greatest faithfulness to 
Christ’s precepts. 


One Way, One Truth, One Life 


Now Christ has defined himself 
as way, truth, and life. “Without 
the way, one does not advance; 
without the truth, one does not 
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know; without life, one does not 
live.” (Imitation of Jesus Christ, 
bk. III, ch. 56, no. 1). The Savior 
offers himself to all, but He has 
neither two truths to present nor 
two ways to follow, nor has Hes 
two lives to offer as a choice. Do 
we not have in the gospels our 
Savior’s statement as to the essen- 
tial condition for achieving the 
new life? Choose it, He tells us, 
even at the price of the bitterest 
sacrifices, before earthly goods, be- 
fore personal comforts, before 
human affections even when they 
are legitimate (cf. Mt. 10, 37; 
Lk. 14, 25-27). An educator for- 
getting this fundamental principle 
of Christian life and failing to 
draw practical conclusions from it, 
first for himself and then for those 
whom he serves, would not be a 
good guide. 


Scouting’s value 


Your movement accustoms you 
to do without modern comforts, 
without that artificial framework 
which affords relief from physical 
exertion and weakens will power. 
It invites you to lead a more aus- 
tere sort of life. It calls for your 
generosity and for your giving 


Both these addresses were delivered 
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yourselves to your younger sisters. 
How can anyone who indulges her 
whims as she pleases be sensible 
to the needs of others or to their 
suffering? How can such a one 
feel the need of_an interior life, 
of meditation and prayer, which 
alone give the strength necessary 
to put down egoistic tendencies 
and to practice disinterested 
charity? 

It is for this reason that you 
better than others are able to 
understand the import of the 
words of Jesus and to draw perti- 
nent conclusions from them. Scout- 
ing is designed to make your per- 
sonalities bloom, to cultivate your 
aptitudes so that one day you may 
be in a position to face all the 
responsibilities which will devolve 
upon you, assuming them with 
resoluteness and bearing them with 
courage. But even beyond natural 
human virtue, it is the Christian 
ideal which you are pursuing and 
which cannot be realized without 
a persevering struggle against self. 
Does this not imply a contradic- 
tion? No doubt it would if it were 
merely a question of taking away, 
of sacrificing without any compen- 
sation. But at the same time that 


in French and reported in Osservatore 


Romano (August 27, 1955 and August 20, 1955). The first translation is based on 
one by Language Service Bureau; the second is by N.C.W.C. News Service. 

Girl Scout leaders, representing twelve countries including the United States, 
were received in audience by the Pope at his summer residence, Castelgandolfo. 
The group of seventy leaders greeted the Pontiff with the song, ‘Christus Vincit,” 
as he entered the Swiss hall to address them. The letter of the Holy Father 
to Catholic Boy Scouts was occasioned by their eighth World Jamboree, held at 
Niagara-on-the-Lake, Canada. The Jamboree in which 3,000 Catholic Scouts par- 
ticipated closed August 27 after a midnight Mass offered by Archbishop Giovanni 


Panico, Apostolic Delegate to Canada. 
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he imposes a difficult renunciation 
Christ, as you know, transforms 
the soul of the Christian; he helps 
him to look deep into the mysteries 
of his work, invites him to col- 
laborate in it and gives him, to 
that end, a constant increase of 
fervor. Thus, more demanding and 
stricter though it is, the Christian 
doctrine of education is the most 
optimistic of all; it depends not 
on human strength alone but on 
the capacity given to each man to 
become a son of God: “Behold,” 
said St. John, “what manner of 
love the Father has bestowed upon 
us that we should be called the 
children of God and such we are” 
(1 Jn. 3,1). 


Christ the Leader 


Teaching methods vary even 
among Catholics, and that is good. 
According to the characters and 
conditions of educators and stu- 
dents, one method will yield better 
results than another. All methods, 
however, must rest on revelation, 
at the crossroads of which is the 
mystery of the Redemption. All 
the children of Adam bear the con- 
sequences of original sin; and 
baptism, which makes them chil- 
dren of God and of the Church, 
does not remove from them a cer- 
tain tendency toward evil, against 
which they must, with grace, 
struggle victoriously. This inter- 
national conference should cer- 
tainly enlighten you on this basic 
condition of Christian education 
and suggest to you the means to 
be used to achieve the purpose you 
desire. You work unceasingly 
under the leadership of the Divine 
Guide and Savior; you will wish 
to draw your inspiration from His 


examples above all. The Gospel 
describes to us his admirable 
patience, his surprising humility, 
his great love for mankind and 
especially for children and the 
poor. This so lovable Jesus met in 
the Scriptures will be found by you 
more intimately in the Eucharist, 
the vital center of your action: 
“Unless you eat my flesh, you shall 
not have life in you.” (cf. Jn. 6, 
53). Yes, indeed, when it comes 
to training Christian men or 
women Jesus must always play the 
most prominent part. He is the 
door for the sheep, He is their 
light, their way, their bread, their 
life. The closer you are to Him, the 
fitter you will make yourselves to 
carry out the beautiful mission 
which is entrusted to you. 

This, dear Scouts, is what We 
wanted to tell you in response to 
the filial eagerness with which you 
have come to ask Our words of 
encouragement and Our blessing. 
May this Apostolic Benediction 
come down from heaven in abun- 
dant measure upon you who are 
here, on all those whom you repre- 
sent and who are entrusted to your 
care, on your movement as a whole 
and its chaplains, on your families 
—in short on all those who are 
dear to you. 


—Pius XII. To the International 
Conference of Girl Scouts, 


Aug. 26, 1955. 
Artisans As the World Jam- 
of boree at Niagara- 
Peace on-the-Lake gets 


ready to open its doors to a great 
body of ardent youths inspired by 
the ideals of service, fortitude and 
loyalty, We most willingly answer 
the request of the Canadian Catho- 
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lic Scouts and send them, as well 
as Our sons of all nationalities 
who will join them in their hos- 
pitable land, a fatherly invitation 
to cooperate single-heartedly for 
the success of their huge meeting. 

In the course of these days of 
brotherly sharing when heartfelt 
exchanges will be numerous and 
genuine friendships established, 
Our sons will remember that as 
faithful disciples of the Master of 
the Beatitudes they must be among 
their comrades “artisans of peace,” 
accessible to all and offering both 
a welcome and a spirit of under- 
standing to others regardless of 
differences of culture or race. They 
will be careful to be witnesses of 
untarnished joy and courageous 
purity, based on sacrifice and for- 
getfulness of self. 
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True moral strength 


Avoiding the temptation of too 
easy a life, they will be the first 
to follow the Gospel paths of 
detachment and simplicity of life. 
In a frequently hard and egotisti- 
cal world, they will furnish proof 
of that true moral strength which 
reveals itself in gentleness and 
patient resignation towards all the 
miseries of mind and body. 

May the fervent faith of Our 
beloved Catholic scouts, then, shine 
in the midst of their brothers like 
the lamp which lights the home 
and gathers the scattered family. 
In making this wish We ask for 
them an overflow of divine graces 
and We give them Our Apostolic 
Blessing with all Our heart. 


—Pius XII. Letter to Msgr. Maurice 
Patry, Chaplain General of Catholic 
Scouts. July 28, 1955. 
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Let your light shine 


But to undertake fully and perfectly, and with all the weapons of the best 
science, the defense of the Holy Bible is far more than can be looked for 
from the exertions of commentators and theologians alone. It is an enterprise 
in which we have a right to expect the co-operation of all those Catholics 
who have acquired reputation in any branch of learning whatever. As in the 
past, so at the present time, the Church is never without the graceful sup- 
port of her accomplished children; may their service to the Faith grow and 
increase! For there is nothing which We believe to be more needful than 
that truth should find defenders more powerful and more numerous than 
the enemies it has to face; nor is there anything which is better calculated 
to impress the masses with respect for truth than to see it boldly proclaimed 


by learned and distinguished men. 


—Leo XIll. Providentissimus Deus. Nov. 18, 1893. 














Dietetics and the Nation's Health 


Address of Pope Pius XII to Specialists in the 
Fields of Dietetics and Nutrition 


‘ 


Nous avons 


OR the first time, gentlemen, 

we have the pleasure of 

receiving you in audience on 
the occasion of the Dietetic Study 
Week which you have held this 
year in Rome. Be assured that you 
are welcome here and that we have 
a particular interest in your spec- 
ialized work. 

These conventions, inaugurated 
in 1952 at the Mercy Hospital in 
Paris, make it their business to 
offer to dietetic and nutrition 
experts the occasion to examine 
and to enrich their knowledge. The 
present century, which has already 
recorded so many medical con- 
quests, has seen the systematic 
development of the science of 
human nutrition, a science prac- 
tically non-existent 50 years ago. 
The fact was not then unknown 
that certain diseases, especially 
those of an infectious and nutri- 
tional nature, called for a particu- 
lar nutritional regimen; yet men 
were still far from the precise and 
detailed knowledge existing today. 
We know much better now how the 
human body keeps up and renews 
its strength; we know more about 


September 25, 1955 


the food it uses as a source of 
heat, energy, body tissue and cata- 
lyzing agents. Scientists have dis- 
covered, among other things, the 
importance of mineral salts and 
vitamins, the nature of proteins 
and the existence of certain neces- 
sary fatty acids which the body 
cannot synthesize for itself. Know- 
ing on the one hand the needs of 
the body and on the other the exact 
chemical contents of ordinary 
foods, they can determine, for 
particular cases, the suitable diet 
for different ages, diverse climates 
and for specific maladies. 


Shedding light on important 
problem 


The congress that you have held 
in Rome has recommended a sur- 
vey of the problem of nutrition in 
connection with the suprarenal 
glands, the problem of enriching 
foods, and that of feeding the 
aged. We believe that you are 
pleased with the members’ ex- 
change of information and that 
you found therein useful sugges- 
tions for your personal research; 
doubtless they will aid you also in 
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developing in the medical world, 
as well as in the mind of the pub- 
lic, the individual and _ social 
importance of dietetics. 

The problem of nutrition is one 
of man’s chief concerns. It has 
been established that, even in 
western European countries, about 
half the population does not enjoy 
a fully satisfactory diet, either in 
quantity or in quality. The remedy 
for this insufficiency will come, 
doubtless, chiefly through meas- 
ures taken on a social and eco- 
nomic level; but if your studies 
throw light upon the ill-starred 
consequences of this state of 
affairs they can be a profound 
stimulant to those who have a 
responsibility to the public wel- 
fare. Every prolonged food insuffi- 
ciency actually constitutes a men- 
ace to people. It affects their 
longevity, their resistance to sick- 
ness, their general state of health 
and of course their ability to work. 


Artificial enrichment and its 
dangers 


For a score of years it has been 
evident that food deficits involved 
a lack of protective elements indis- 
pensable for health—mineral salts 
and vitamins, for instance—rather 
than a low supply of generally 
inexpensive energy-foods. Doubt- 
less the true remedy would be a 
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popularization of the knowledge of 
food hygiene, which would show 
people how to feed themselves in 
a rational manner without increas- 
ing their expenses. A_ simple 
change in milling methods, for 
example, would greatly increase 
the vitamin B content of flour. But 
the resistance of consumers, who 
prefer white to dark bread, leads 
to the use of the artificial enrich- 
ment process of adding vitamins. 
Again, the importance of the 
vitamin content of rice is well 
known in the orient. The pro- 
longed use of husked rice involves 
the appearance of a formidable 
sickness—beriberi. Conclusive ex- 
periments conducted in the Philip- 
pines have demonstrated that en- 
riching the vitamin content of rice 
considerably lowers the mortality 
rate induced by this disease. 
But you have already empha- 
sized that, apart from exceptional 
circumstances such as a state of 
war, a country’s poverty, or the 
lack of a basic food containing pro- 
tective elements, the practice of 
artificial enrichment can also pre- 
sent dangers, and that it would be 
preferable to resort to educative 
methods that lead producers to 
raise the quality of their foodstuffs 
and the consumers to resort to a 
judiciously balanced diet. We hope 
therefore that public opinion will 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 26-27, 1955. French text. Trans- 
lation by Rev. James Markham. 

The Pope delivered this message to a group of specialists in the fields of die- 
tetics and nutrition attending a study session on Dietetics and Diabetes in Children. 
The session was organized by the Italian Home for Diabetic Children, maintained 
since 1952 by the Pontifical Assistance Organization. In all, about 100 specialists 
attended the session, coming from many different European countries. 
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become more and more attuned to 
the significance of your work and 
that its results will be made known 
everywhere. 


Dietetics and old age 


You are also making an interest- 
ing contribution to the study of 
the problems of old age, to which 
science has paid too little attention 
up to the present moment. If the 
progress of modern therapeutics 
and hygiene marks a rise in the 
mean age level of the people, die- 
tetics has a word to say about 
maintaining their physical ener- 
gies. They have actually demon- 
strated that if proper nutrition 
succeeds in avoiding or slowing 
down the accumulation of waste in 
the tissue cells, then it prolongs 
their life. Besides, the feeding of 
old people involves a large number 
of practical difficulties because of 
the functional and_ histological 
troubles which affect their diges- 
tive system. But the application 
of the results of your research and 
the use of hormone treatments will 
doubtless allow the preservation of 
a useful activity to bodies strained 
by the wear and tear of old age. 


Infantile diabetes 


As a result of the Dietetic Study 
Week you have determined to take 
up the question of infantile dia- 
betes and examine certain points 
concerning its nature and treat- 
ment, the factor of heredity, and 
the manner in which various Euro- 
pean countries afford social aid in 
its regard. This session was organ- 
ized by the Italian Home for Dia- 
betic Children maintained by the 
Pontifical Assistance Organization, 
which, since 1952, has received and 


treated with competence and devo- 
tion about 50 diabetic children. We 
congratulate all those who are 
working together on this magnifi- 
cent undertaking. I[t gives incon- 
testable witness to a social and 
scientific preoccupation worthy of 
being cited as an example. 

Poor children actually have only 
a bare possibility of receiving at 
home the long and delicate care 
which this sickness demands. Be- 
sides, this malady requires a sepa- 
rate study in regard to the form 
it assumes in children, and a 
search for a specific treatment. 
Diabetes is harmful to adults in 
connection with the injury it 
causes to the body and the compli- 
cations it involves. But, although 
these complications are practically 
negligible in children, there can be 
observed in them, on the contrary, 
continued alternating states of 
hypoglycemia and glycohemia, and 
this is capable of bringing about 
grave crises. 

It is a matter, first, of prevent- 
ing these crises and then of restor- 
ing as far as possible the equilib- 
rium of all the functions which 
play a part in the regulation of 
glycemia. This sort of therapeutics 
presupposes a profound knowledge 
of each patient and of the endoc- 
rine and neuro-vegetative troubles 
which affect him and are at the 
origin of his sickness. Then there 
arises the necessity of prolonged 
treatment—possibly only in a spec- 
ial institute for that purpose. 


The psychological aspect 


Such, for instance, is the role 
of the Santa Marinella Diabetics 
Hospital, whose unique character- 
istic is that it tries to create a 
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milieu as near as possible to the 
everyday life of an educational 
institution. Sick children, far from 
falling upon arrival there into a 
depression involving the fear of 
being away from home, are act- 
ually found, in a few days, to be 
enjoying a state of psychological 
balance and well-being previously 
unknown to them. That is a pre- 
cious factor in the regulation of 
glycemia; besides, it facilitates the 
acceptance of the demands of dia- 
betic care. The children gradually 
learn to watch over and care for 
themselves so that on leaving the 
Diabetics home they can be, to a 
certain extent, self-sufficient. The 
hospital can also restore a prac- 
tically normal family and social 
life to patients on whom weighs a 
painful sense of physical inferior- 
ity and the prospect of a threat- 
ened future. 


Soul and body 


We rejoice, gentlemen, to see a 
group of specialists like yours 
apply itself to solving these prob- 
lems, whether they concern infan- 
tile diabetes or dietetics. Scientific 
progress has now made possible 
a more penetrating knowledge of 
the complexities of biological mech- 
anisms and the control of their 
functioning. That is all a benefi- 
cent evolution, for natural develop- 
ments have no other purpose than 
to serve the higher activity of the 
spirit. Far from hindering it, it 
should furnish it with the indis- 
pensable instrument for its exer- 
cise, though it is the task of the 
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spirit to see to the cure, in every 
possible way, of the imperfections 
and weaknesses of this instrument. 


The spiritual food 


But to the wider power of action 
won by modern medicine corres- 
ponds an increasing moral respon- 
sibility and the obligation to use 
these new achievements only with 
a view to mankind’s true spiritual 
progress. Beyond a purely physi- 
cal well-being and a perfectly bal- 
anced functioning of the body, you 
must always keep your eye on a 
higher objective: that of placing 
the human being in a better posi- 
tion to answer to his transcendent 
destiny. May God grant that the 
beneficiaries of your efforts, and 
you yourselves, in making the best 
possible use of earthly nourish- 
ment, will not forget that there is 
an incomparably more precious 
spiritual food which — helping 
simultaneously body and soul— 
alone can give men the immortality 
to which they aspire. 

One of the winning traits of the 
ideal Christian is that he dares to 
propose to suffering humanity the 
firm hope of the imperishable 
existence to which the Church has 
received the mission of conducting 
men. May that prospect enlighten 
your path and may the divine 
promises support you midst your 
difficulties. We pray Almightly 
God to guide your steps and we 
extend to you from Our heart, as 
a pledge of His favors and Our 
benevolence, Our paternal Apostolic 
Benediction. 














The Tobacconist 


Address of Pope Pius XII to Delegates Attending a Convention 
of the Federation of Italian Tobacconists 


Di gran cuore 


E greet you wholeheartedly, 
beloved sons. This year 
you celebrate the 10th an- 

niversary of your Federation of 
Italian Tobacconists, and have 
decided to hold your congress in 
Rome, the headquarters of your 
association. We rejoice to see you 
united here today in such large 
numbers, and we express to you 
our esteem for the work you have 
accomplished during these ten 
years. 


. The tobacco shop and the nation 


Your business is to make pro- 
vision for the distribution and the 
sale of government-controlled 
goods such as tobacco, household 
salt, postage stamps and materials. 
Throughout the length and breadth 
of your national territory, not only 
in large cities, but also in towns 
and sparsely settled hamlets in the 
mountains and forests, there are 
shops which furnish the inhabi- 
tants of the place with those goods 
which are necessary for life. This 
large group, upon which we are 
now gazing, represents nearly 


49,000 tobacco shop proprietors, 
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who, together with their immediate 
families, comprise a class of about 
250,000 persons. This indicates 
the place you have in the nation, 
to which you guarantee the collec- 
tion of a considerable revenue. 


Federation: its service 


We are not unmindful, beloved 
sons, of the difficulties of your 
work, the burdensome considera- 
tions which it demands daily, and 
the modesty of the compensation 
which can be accorded to you. 
Nevertheless, you fulfill your obli- 
gations loyally, conscientiously and 
promptly, and in such wise you 
draw upon yourself the esteem of 
all those who deal with you and 
profit by your courtesy. 

It is a normal thing that a pro- 
fessional organization assume the 
guardianship of your legitimate 
interests by acting as agent for 
your group either in regard to 
other businessmen or towards the 
authorities and the public service. 
Questions, great in number, of a 
technical, economic and social na- 
ture demand to be examined and 
resolved with a shrewd compe- 








280 


tence, according to the needs of the 
moment, in order to work out the 
measures most apt to reinforce the 
principles of your Federation and 
to increase the efficacy of your 
activity. At present you are 
especially desirous of obtaining 
a more advantageous economic 
compensation by way of an in- 
crease in the profit allowed by the 
state, reduction of the burdens of 
management, simplification of bu- 
reaucratic procedures and above 
all by holidays and turns of time 
off and by the extension of the 
government’s participation in the 
matter of assistance during sick- 
ness and of provision for disability 
and old age. 


Responsibility to the community 


We trust, therefore, that the 
current congress can contribute 
efficaciously to the partial solution, 
at least, of these problems, and 
that it will inspire you likewise 
with an ever more lively spirit of 
responsibility towards the national 
community. You are justly proud 
of your reputation as men of order, 
of patriotism and of respect for 
the law. You are likewise proud 
to perpetuate religious and family 
traditions which remain, midst the 
dangerous pitfalls menacing the 
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social order, the most secure 
defense of the peace, well-being 
and progress of a nation. Continue 
to be faithful to them always and 
strive for a deeper understanding 
of their importance and worth. 
Your activity places you in contact 
with all classes of people, in all 
regions of Italy. However modest 
the circle of your influence may 
appear, you have the duty to be to 
your fellow men much more than 
simple intermediaries in the serv- 
ice of the state. See to it that they 
admire you as men armed with 
solid principles, men of perfect 
honesty, men opposed to all that 
offends your religious convictions 
and threatens the stability of na- 
tional institutions. 


Mission as Christians 


Do not be forgetful either, be- 
loved sons, of the mission that con- 
fronts you as Christians. When 
Jesus travelled the streets of 
Palestine to announce the good 
news, He did not seek the company 
of the powerful of this world; He 
passed through cities and towns, 
speaking to whoever would listen 
to Him, calling upon all, but espec- 
ially the poor and the little ones, to 
share in His kingdom. Everyone 
who listens to His word and who 





Reported in Osservatore Romano, September 24, 1955. Italian text. Trans- 


lation by Rev. James Markham. 


The Holy Father here spoke to a group of delegates attending the convention 


of the Federation of Italian Tobacconists. 


The convention was held in Rome and 


celebrated the tenth anniversary of the Federation's founding. In Italy, as in many 
other European countries, tobacconists are state employees retailing products 
manufactured by the state tobacco monopoly. There are nearly 50,000 tobac- 
conists in Italy. In addition to tobacco, they sell matches, postage stamps and salt, 
which are also a state monopoly. 
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wishes to be faithful to Him 
becomes His fellow-worker, and 
receives the mission of broadcast- 
ing to whoever has not heard it or 
has forgotten it the message of 
salvation, which does not consist in 
riches or in luxury nor in the com- 
forts of life, but in humble con- 
formity to divine grace. In the 
most modest village church, just 
as in the most splendid basilica, 
the same Voice always makes itself 
heard ; the same Shepherd calls His 
sheep and invites them to join in 
the one fold; the same heavenly 
consolations illumine and comfort 
souls that are in distress and 
in mourning. Remain intimately 
united to your Divine Saviour, 
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Who will help you to understand 
better the meaning of your life, 
of your burdens, of your suffer- 
ings, and Who alone is capable of 
answering all your entreaties, all 
your difficulties. May there ever 
shine in your homes the most pure 
image of the Virgin Mary, Mother 
most loving and most sweet, who 
so gladly hearkens to the appeals 
of her children and who is so will- 
ing to comply with them. 

As a pledge of the divine protec- 
tion which we invoke upon you, 
your families, upon all the mem- 
bers of our Federation, We impart 
to you from Our heart Our paternal 
Apostolic Benediction. 





2% 


Evils of error 


Whoso turns his attention to the bitter strifes of these days and seeks 
a reason for the troubles that vex public and private life, must come to the 
conclusion that a fruitful cause of the evils which now afflict, as well as of 
those which threaten us, lies in this: that false conclusions concerning divine 
and human things, which originated in the schools of philosophy, have crept 
into all the orders of the State, and have been accepted by the common 
consent of the masses. For since it is in the very nature of man to follow the 
guide of reason in his actions, if his intellect sins at all his will soon follows; 
and thus it happens that looseness of intellectual opinion influences human 
actions and perverts them. Whereas, on the other hand, if men be of sound 
mind and take their stand on true and solid principles, there will result a 
vast amount of benefits for the public and private good. 
—Leo XIII. Aeterni Patris. Aug. 4, 1879. 
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Papal Messages Published 
July 1-September 30, 1955 


178. The Maronites. (Nos, quemadmo- 
dum) May 25, 1955. Letter to Bishop 
Paul Meouchi, Bishop Peter Dib, Arch- 
bishop Ignatius Ziadé and to the other 
bishops of the Maronite patriarchate. 


Bibliography 


Latin text: 
47:5938-95 


AAS (Sept. 26, 1955) 


179. 
tum saeculum) June 16, 1955. Letter to 
Archbishop Marcellinus Olaechea Loi- 
zaga on the 6th centenary of the canon- 
ization of St. Vincent Ferrer. 


Bibliography 


Latin text: AAS (July 27, 1955) 
47:491-94 
180. Eucharistic Congress in Brazil. 


(Quanta sint) June 21, 1955. Letter to 
Benedict Cardinal Aloisi Masella nam- 
ing him papal legate to the Eucharistic 
Congress to be held in Brazil in 1956. 


Bibliography 


Latin text: AAS (Aug. 28, 1955) 
47:588-39 
181. Materialism: Threat to Western 


Culture. (Sie haben) June 27, 1955. Let- | 


ter of Pope Pius XII to the Bishop of 
Augsburg on the Occasion of the Thou- 
sand Year Anniversary of the Battle of 
Lechfeld. 





Saint Vincent Ferrer. (Cum quin- | 





Key Topics 


Culture; Western Culture; Church; 
East; Dignity of man; Materialism; 
Religious unity; Prayer. 


Digest 


Battle of Lechfeld, like Tours and 
Poitiers, and Vienna, saved Christian 
West from imminent danger of pagan 
East. Catholic Church not identified 
with western culture; she readily ac- 
knowledges in every culture whatever 
is good. By implanting Christ’s grace 
and truth she brings diverse cultures 
close together. 


Revival of western culture depends 
on western peoples’ recognition of 
truth and grace of Christ and making 
them the living foundation of their 
entire being. West stands for dignity 
of man, his rights and freedom, 
against materialism. To protect them 
God’s laws must be kept. 

Another Augsburg commemoration: 
the Religious Treaty of 1555 through 
which the religious split in Germany 
was finalized. This schism of religious 
unity in Germany and Europe most 
disastrous to Christian West and its 
culture. Present events may be lead- 
ing back to unity but Europe must 
be purely Christian and Catholic or 
it will succumb to materialism. 

Christian victory at Lechfeld re- 
sulted in conversion, not destruction, 
of the pagans. Hope that this prece- 
dent may be omen for today! “Coexist- 
ence in prayer” urged: namely that 
the faithful of the West unite with 
those behind iron curtain in prayer 
that all may be one in freedom under 
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God and that the godless may find 
their way to Truth. (pp. 227-229) 


Bibliography 
German text: AAS (Sept. 26, 1955) 
47:596-598; Osservatore Romano 
(July 29, 1955); English trans.: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Autumn, 1955) v. 2, 
no, 3. 


182. The Church in Latin America: 
Its Problems; Its Glories. (Ad Ecclesiam 
Christi) June 29, 1955. Apostolic Letter 
of Pope Pius XII to His Eminence Adeo- 
dato Cardinal Piazza, Secretary of the 
Sacred Consistorial Congregation, on the 
Occasion of the General Conference of 
Latin American Hierarchy in Rio de 
Janeiro. 


Key Topics 
Latin America; Catholic Faith; 
Priests; Vocations; Missionaries; 
Laity; Press; Radio; Religion; 
Church; Social action. 


Digest 


The populations of the Latin Amer- 
ican Countries constitute more than 
a fourth of the Catholic World. 
Though struggles and vexations have 
not been able to extinguish the 
Church, there are many growing 
problems, the most alarming of which 
is the shortage of priests. 

This shortage of priests in Latin 
America has been, as always and 





everywhere, a cause of weakened re- 
ligion and morals. However, there is 
cause for hope that Latin America 
can respond with vigorous zeal to its 
apostolic vocation. Some of the means 
by which this goal can be achieved 
are: use of forms and methods suited 
to this era; mutual study of their 
problems by the episcopacy of Latin 
America, particularly of the problem 
of developing vocations; better use of 
the clergy from other countries; bet- 
ter use of religious, both men and 
women; increased use of the laity; and 
more adequate use of modern techni- 
cal means like the press and radio. 

Unfortunately all this will not be 
easy, for the assaults of the enemy 
are numerous, and energetic vigilance 
is necessary to repel them. 

Also, other questions worthy of ur- 
gent and diligent consideration are: 
the problems of emigrants in Amer- 
ica, particularly in regard to their 
spiritual lives; the maternal presence 
and teaching of the Church in the so- 
cial question; and finally, the means 
of increasing collaboration among the 
clergy and peoples of Latin America; 
and of drawing the support of other 
clergies and people. 

Latin America will surely repay 
some day this aid, for its vast and 
precious energies seem only to await 
the hand of the priest to concentrate 
themselves actively in the service of 
God and His Kingdom. (pp. 251-255) 








The TPS Guide and Digest presents a list of the Pope's messages (other than 
certain very brief or special purpose documents) published during the preceding 
three-month period in Osservatore Romano, and, occasionally, other sources which 
come to our attention. If and as these messages appear in the Acta Apostolicae 
Sedis (sometimes many weeks later), they are noted here—but there are some 
administrative decrees and documents of rather local interest in the Acta which 
we do not reference at all. English translations and selected commentaries ap- 
pearing up to the time we go fo press are likewise noted. 

Our ‘‘digests’’ are not meant as substitutes for the full-length message. Certain 
points contained in the message itself are necessarily omitted completely or phrased 
summarily in the Digest. The Digests will be found quite valuable, however, by 
those who wish to refresh their memories a little; or by those who wish to get an 
idea of the message's contents before reading it in full. 
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Bibliography 


Latin text: AAS (Aug. 23, 1955) 47: 
539-544; Osservatore Romano (July 
27, 1955); English tr. THE POPE 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1955), v. 2, no. 3. 


183. Rome and the Christian East. 
(Alacre studium) June 30, 1955. Letter 
of Pope Pius XII to Abbot Isidore 
Croce, Abbot Ordinary of the Commu- 
nity of Santa Maria de Grottaferrata 
on the occasion of ceremonies commem- 
orating the Ninth Centerary of the 
death of St. Bartholomew of Rossano. 


Key Topics 
St. Bartholomew; Monastic Life; 
Eastern church; Schism; Rome; 


Church unity. 


Digest 


Monastery at Grottaferrata com- 
pleted by St. Bartholomew is symbol 
of former unity between eastern 
Church and Rome. 

Eastern church has nothing to fear 
by unity with Rome. It will lose noth- 
ing of the dignity or splendor of its 
liturgy or of revered traditions; 
rather it will enjoy an increase of 
strength and glory. This should be 
shown by public demonstrations dur- 
ing these anniversary celebrations. 
(pp. 268-270) 


Bibliography 
Latin text: AAS (Sept. 26, 1955) 47: 
599-600; Osservatore Romano (Aug. 
6, 1955); English tr.: The Tablet 
(London) Aug. 18, 1955 v. 206:151. 
THE Pope SPEAKS (Autumn 1955), v. 
2, no. 3. 


184. Journalism: A Spiritual Service. 
(Not least among) July 2, 1955. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to the Canadian Wom- 
an’s Press Club. 


Key Topics 


Women; Trades and Professions; 


Press. 


Digest 


A free press must justify itself by 
its esteem for moral values rather 
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than by its concern for technical per- 
fection. 

Books, magazines, and newspapers 
render an all but indispensable serv- 
ice to family, Church and state. Keep 
this service alert to human solidarity 
and free of moral taint and author, 
reporter and editor can call it a spir- 
itual service. 

Mind and heart of woman, when 
properly prepared, should be particu- 
larly aware of line between good and 
bad journalism, and acutely sensitive 
to need for moral integrity. 

The Magnificat of Mary reminds us 
that the restoration of high moral 
tone to the life, labor and love of the 
human family was first and forever 
accomplished with the aid of a woman 
—a woman ever humbly alert to her 
maternal responsibilities among the 
children of men. (pp. 235-236) 


Bibliography 


English text: Osservatore Romano 
(July 6, 1955); THE Pore SPEAKS 
(Autumn 1955) v. 2, no. 3. 


185. The Reporter and Public Opinion. 
(Con viva sodisfazione) July 3, 1955. 
Address of Pope Pius XII to the Roman 
Newspapermen’s Association. 


Key Topics 


Press; Public Opinion; Trades and 
professions; Social order. 


Digest 


Origin, growth and function of the 
Roman Newspapermen’s Union. 

Reporter’s profession entails great 
social responsibilities. He exercises a 
real influence on public opinion. Should 
form mind of public correctly. Public 
opinion must be ever more aware of 
basic conditions for social order and 
well-being, namely man’s personal re- 
sponsibility and obligation to commu- 
nity. 

Reporters should prevent or remedy 
distortions arising from undue empha- 
sis on unwholesome facts. Unity and 
collaboration within Union will be 
helpful. (pp. 236-238) 
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Bibliography 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano 
(July 4-5, 1955); English tr.: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Autumn, 1955) v. 2, 
no. 3, 


186. To General Peron. (Al recibir) 
July 3, 1955. Message to President Juan 
Peron of Argentina in reply to Peron’s 
message to the Holy Father on the oc- 
casion of the Feast of SS. Peter and 
Paul. 


Bibliography 


Spanish text: Osservatore Romano 


187. To Prime Minister Nehru. (We are 
happy) July 8, 1955. Address to Prime 
Minister Nehru and other distinguished 
representatives of the Indian govern- 
ment. 


Bibliography 


English text: Osservatore 
(July 9, 1955). The Pope Speaks 
(Autumn 1955) v. 2, no. 3. 


188. Jubilee of Cardinal Mimmi. 
(Praeclara Dei beneficia) July 12, 1955. 
Letter to Cardinal Mimmi congratulat- 
ing him on his silver episcopal and gold- 
en sacerdotal jubilees. 


Bibliography 


Latin text: AAS (Aug. 28, 1955) 47: 
545-46; Osservatore Romano (July 30, 
1955) 


189. Jubilee of Cardinal Dalla Costa. 
(Quemadmodum tibi) July 16, 1955. Let- 
ter to Cardinal Dalla Costa on the 60th 
anniversary of his ordination. 


Bibliography 


Latin text: AAS (Aug. 28, 1955) 47: 
546-47; Osservatore Romano (July 29, 
1955) 


190. Devotion to St. Joseph. (Praete- 
rito quidem anno) July 21, 1955. Letter 
to Cardinal Léger delegating him to 
place golden crown on statue of St. Jo- 
seph. 
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Bibliography 


Latin text: AAS (Sept. 26, 1955) 47: 
600-601 


191. The Eternal City: Its Lesson for 
Workingmen. (Lorsque nous voyons) 
July 21, 1955. Address of Pope XII to a 
Group of Belgian Metal Craftsmen. 


Key Topics 
Rome; Church; Workingmen; La- 
bor; Religion; Papacy; Tradition; 


Economics; Social problems. 


| Digest 
(July 9, 1955). English tr.: N.C.W.C. | 
News Service (F) 7/11/55—F., p. 8. | 


Romano 








Visitors should remember that the 
ancient and modern monuments of 
Rome bear witness to indefectibility 
of Church. The faith which inspired 
them is still alive, pure, strong. Work- 
ing class should play its role in the 
elaboration of a more just, more hu- 
man, more fraternal civilization. But 
they must not sacrifice religious be- 
liefs. 

Teaching of Church dates back to 
apostolic times and is faithfully 
transmitted through the years by Ro- 
man tradition. 

False or incomplete solutions not the 
answer to problems of day; only 
Christian charity, sustained by truth 
and power of God Himself, can pre- 
vail. Catholic faith is solid, universal, 


perennial. (pp. 247-249) 
Bibliography 
French text: Osservatore Romano 


(July 21, 1955); English tr.: THE 
Pore SPEAKS (Autumn, 1955) v. 2, no. 
3. 


192. The Power of the Eucharist. (En- 
toai ao Senhor) July 24, 1955. Address 
of Pope Pius XII to the International 
Eucharistic Congress. 


Key Topics 


Eucharist; Eucharistic Sacrifice and 
Eucharistic Communion; Mystical 
Body; Kingship of Christ; Temporal 
and eternal. 


Digest 


Many demonstrations of Eucharistic 
piety during congress. Have also been 
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studies and meditations on the Eucha- 
ristic Kingship of the Redeemer. 

The Eucharistic Sacrifice is Calvary 
extended through space and time, 
transforming the earth into an im- 
mense thurible. 


The Eucharistic Communion is a 


marvelous and sanctifying mystery of 


union. 

This 
power incorporates faithful in Christ, 
unites them in a single family, sus- 
tains the life of the soul and strength- 
ens Christians. 

People of Brazil should be heralds 
and apostles of His Love so that He 
will reign in all hearts, establishing 
His kingdom of peace, love, justice, 
sanctity, order, progress, harmony, 
prosperity. (pp. 257-260) 

Bibliography 
Portuguese text: AAS (Aug. 28, 1955) 
47:539-544; Osservatore Romano (July 
25-26, 1955); English tr.: THE POPE 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1955) v. 2, no. 3. 


193. Toward Christian Motherhood. 
(Le vingt-cinquieme) July 26, 1955. Ad- 
dress of Pope Pius XII to the Jeunesse 
Indépendante Catholique Féminine of 
Belgium. 

Key Topics 

Youth; Catholic Action; Women; 
Family; Press, radio, movies, televi- 
sion; Interior life; Church; Grace; 
Materialism. 

Digest 

True Christian must produce fruits 
of salvation for fellow men. Scattered 
efforts make little impression on in- 
stitutions, groups and social frame- 
work. Catholic action coordinates en- 
ergy of individual into steadfast alli- 
ance. 

Woman acts principally in and 
through family; even outside activi- 
ties should contribute to preparing 
the future wife and mother. Hence 


need for Christian personality fully 
capable of assuming task of educa- 
tion. 

Christian mother must be particu- 
larly vigilant and prepared in these 
days of innumerable influences which 
come into the home from press, radio, 


mystery of unity, life, and | 
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movies, television. She must know 
how to single out the good influences 
and ward off or counterbalance the 
others by the fervor of an interior life. 
Young women must begin at once 
to learn this difficult art. Must know 
how to reflect and pray. Must be fa- 
miliar with conditions of a milieu and 
with the doctrine of the Church which 
is to be their guide. Above all must 
live under impetus of grace if they are 
to combat insidious materialism. (pp. 
261-263) 
Bibliography 
French text: AAS (Aug. 28, 1955) 
47:551-553; Osservatore Romano (July 
28, 1955); English translation: THE 
PorE SPEAKS (Autumn 1955) v. 2, no. 
3. 


194. Artisans of Peace. (Tandis que) 
July 28, 1955. Letter of Pius XII to 
Msgr. Maurice Patry, chaplain general 
of Catholic Scouts. 
Key Topics 

Scouting; Christian life. 


| Digest 





Scouts should be artisans of peace, 
accessible to all. They follow the gos- 
pel path of detachment and simplicity 
of life and display true moral strength 
by their gentleness and patient meek- 
ness towards other’s miseries. (pp. 
273-274) 


Bibliography 
French text: AAS (Sept. 26, 1955) 
47:604-5; Osservatore Romano (Aug. 
20, 1955); English tr.: THE POPE 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1955) v. 2, no. 3. 


195. The Young Graduate—From Uni- 


| versity to Life. (Jl Nous est particuliére- 


ment) July 30, 1955. Message of Pope 
Pius XII to the Pax Romana Congress. 
Key Topics 


Student; University; Society; Moral, 
social, political, intellectual problems; 
Catholic Action; Church. 


Digest 


Special problem of preparing young 
graduate for his chosen work and for 
the cultural, economic and social] re- 
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sponsibilities it implies. Obligation of 
university and of society toward stu- 
dent. 

Graduate will be faced with great 
moral problems as well as those of an 
intellectual, social, political nature. 
Catholic Action movement can provide 
him the spiritual supports he needs. 
The Church will help him render serv- 
ice to the community and will also 
open to him fountains of grace. (pp. 
241-242) 


Bibliography 
French text: AAS (Sept. 26, 1955) 47: 
605-7; Osservatore Romano (July 28, 
1955); English tr.: THE PoPpe SPEAKS 
(Autumn 1955), v. 2, no. 3. 


196. The Pattern of St. Ignatius. (Mag- 
na cum incunditate) July 31, 1955. Let- 
ter of Pope Pius XII to John Baptist 
Janssens General of the Society of 
Jesus, on the occasion of ceremonies 
commemorating the Fourth Centenary 
of the Death of St. Ignatius. 


Key Topics 
St. Ignatius; Jesuits; Spiritual life; 
Papacy; Apostolate; Persecutions. 


Digest 

Great value of the Spiritual Exer- 
cises of St. Ignatius. Desire of St. 
Ignatius that all Jesuits be thoroughly 
schooled in them. The Constitutions 
of the Society. The Jesuits and the 
Papacy. 

Missionary effort. Others forms of 
their apostolate. Their bond of char- 
ity. 

Society of Jesus has never lacked 
men who preserved the pattern set by 
St. Ignatius. Special counsels and ex- 
hortations to Jesuits of today. Prayer 
that those undergoing persecution will 


have strength to endure. (pp. 264-268) | 


Bibliography 


Latin text: AAS (Aug. 23, 1955) 47: | 


548-551; Osservatore Romano (July 
31, 1955); English tr.: THE POPE 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1955) v. 2, no. 3. 


197. The Plenary Council of Salerno. 


(Trigesimo anno elapso) Aug. 15, 1955. 
Letter to Cardinal Mimmi naming him 
legate to the plenary council of Salerno. 
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Bibliography 
Latin text: Osservatore Romano (Sept. 
18, 1955) 


198. Silver jubilee of Archbishop 
Cento. (Tibi fauste celebranti) Aug. 16, 
1955. Letter to Abp. Fernando Cento 
on his silver jubilee. 


Bibliography 


Latin text: Osservatore Romano (Sept. 
8, 1955) 


199. Golden jubilee of Archbishop 
Cicognani. (Peculiari animi) Aug. 23, 
1955. Letter to Archbishop Amleto Gio- 
vanni Cicognani, Apostolic Delegate to 
the United States, on his golden jubilee. 


Bibliography 
Latin text: Osservatore Romano (Sept. 


24, 1955); English excerpts: THE PoPE 
SPEAKs (Autumn, 1955) v. 2, no. 3. 


200. Anniversary of Divini Illius Mag- 
istri—Charter of Christian Education. 
(Pour commémorer) Aug. 24, 1955. Mes- 
sage of Pope Pius XII to the Belgian 
National Education Congress. 


Key Topics 


Education; Education and Church, 
state, family; Sacred Heart. 


Digest 

The encyclical Divini illius Magistri 
set forth unchangeable principles in 
regard to respective missions of 
Church, state and family in educa- 
tional matters. It is a true charter of 
Christian education outside of which 
there can be no complete and perfect 
education. It expresses thought of 
Church to whom mission of education 
belongs in a preeminent manner. 

Proposed consecration of Catholic 
education in Belgium to Divine Heart 
of Jesus will obtain choice graces. In 
this Heart are “all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge.” Christ is 
“source of life and holiness.” 

Prayer that Divine Heart may reign 
over families, schools, and entire coun- 
try. (pp. 243-245) 
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201. Scouting: Aid to Christian Edu- 
cation. (Nous sommes heureux) Aug. 
26, 1955. Message of Pope Pius XII to 
Girl Scout leaders. 


Key Topics 


Scouting; Education; Christian life; | 


Man. 


Digest 


Every Christian educator must 
guide pupils toward man’s ultimate 
goal—Christian sanctity. Must know 


man’s nature and be faithful to 
Christ’s precepts. 

Must prefer the “new life” to 
earthly goods and affections. By its 


austere life and generosity Scouting 
helps one understand Christ’s words. 
He does not ask sacrifice without com- 
pensation. He 
nunciation, yet transforms the soul. 
Christian education not dependent 
on human strength alone. Teaching 
methods may vary but all must rest 
on revelation. Christ must play the 
prominent part. (pp. 271-273) 


Bibliography 


French text: AAS (Sept. 26, 1955) 


47:601-604; Osservatore Romano (Au- 
gust 27, 1955); English tr.: THE POPE 
SPEAKS (Autumn 1955) v. 2, no. 3. 


202. The Motor-Scooter. (Desde lo mas 
alto) Sept. 2, 1955. Message of Pope Pius 
XII to Spanish Motor-Scooter Riders. 


Key Topics 
Motor-scooters; Machines 


Digest 


Motor-scooters have placed the en- 
gine within the reach of all. They 
raise the standard of the poorer peo- 
ple, and are a help in work, recrea- 
tion and even in performance of reli- 
gious duties. 

They should be used with prudence 
and discretion and should not come 
before self, family, religion. (pp. 239- 
240) 
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203. The Church and History. (Vous 
avez voulu) Sept. 7, 1955. Message of 
Pope Pius XII to the International Con- 
gress of Historical Sciences. 


Key Tojncs 


Church; History; Science; Chris- 
tianity; Nature; Archaeology; Man; 
Society; Authority; Church and state; 
Middle Ages; Religion; Religious tol- 
erance; United States; Concordats; 
Culture; Church’s mission; Peace; 
Technology; Vatican Archives. 


Digest 


The science of history has a close 
relationship with the Catholic Church. 
The Church is an historical fact of 
the past 2,000 years. It is impossible 
to avoid her. 


Catholic Church not opposed to his- 
tory, but rejects historicism which sees 
only change and evolution in spiritual 
realities, religion, morality, law. 
Church affirms that nature is inward- 
ly intact even in fallen man and rec- 
ognizes great and good realities among 
the pre-Christian and non-Christian. 

Church is of divine origin yet en- 
tered humanity as an historical fact. 
The life, death, and resurrection of 
her Divine Founder, Jesus Christ, are 
historical facts. The mission and de- 
velopment of the Church are historical 
facts. Church’s mission belongs to the 
religious and moral domain, but it 
also penetrates to the heart of human 
history. For the object of the Church 
is man, naturally good, but imbued, 
ennobled and strengthened by the 
truth and grace of Christ. 


The Church is far more than just 
an ideological system. She is a real- 
ity, a living organism with her own 
ends and her own principle of life. 
Though subject to various changes 
through the centuries, in her essence 
she has always remained unchange- 
able. She has been all-embracing, yet 
without compromise, ever demonstrat- 
ing a sure instinct for the good of 
different peoples and the whole of hu- 
manity. She has been staunch sup- 
porter of political authority and 


strong opponent of tyranny. 
Two problems deserve particular at- 
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tention: relations between Church and 
State and between Church and cul- 
ture. 

Leo XIII’s formula.—Severeignty of 
each. Need for collaboration in mu- 
tual understanding. Cases of conflict. 
The medieval concept. Church’s con- 
stant defense of spiritual values, in- 
cluding freedom of religious convic- 
tions. The ideal: unity of a people in 
the true religion and unanimity of 
action between herself and State. De- 
velopments along other lines. Church 
in the United States an example of 
how she succeeds in flourishing in the 
most varied conditions. Important 
part played by concordats. Meaning 
of concordats. 


Source of Church’s influence in the 
cultural development of past 2,000 
years lies in the spiritual element 
which characterizes her religious and 
moral life. Her mission is for all 
time and all men, hence she is not tied 
to any one culture. One cannot char- 
acterize even the culture of the Mid- 
dle Ages as the Catholic culture. 
Church recognizes and allows those 
things in every culture which are not 
opposed to nature. Into them all she 
introduces the truth and grace of 
Christ, thus makes them similar and 
contributes to peace of world. 

Science and technology are incapa- 
ble of preventing the spiritual aliena- 
tion that separates races and conti- 
nents. Powerful religious and moral 
forces of unification are required, and 
the Catholic Church possesses such 
forces. In the face of modern science 
and technology she does not isolate 
herself in opposition, she behaves as 
a counter-balance and factor of equi- 
librium. 

Leo XIII opened the Vatican ar- 
chives to the public. In these archives 
may be found amid changing events 
the well-defined manner of thinking 
and behaving and definite convictions 
and principles of the Church. Ways 
are now being studied to make acces- 
sible documents relating to a further 
period. 

Positive science cannot really be 
free from presuppositions. But it 
should be impartial. (pp. 205-215) 
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French text: Osservatore Romano 
(Sept. 9, 1955); English tr.: The 
Tablet (London) Sept. 24, 1955, v. 
206:292-294; THE Pope SPEAKS (Au- 
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204. The Perennial Philosophy and 
Modern Science. (Nous vous souhaitons) 
Sept. 14, 1955. Address of Pope Pius 
XII to the International Thomistic Con- 
gress. 


Key Topics 


Philosophy; St. Thomas Aquinas; 
Science; Mechanistic theories; Macro- 
cosm and microcosm; Matter; Hylo- 
morphism; Determinism and indeter- 
minism; Energy; Atom; Atomic 
power. 


Digest 


The methods and principles of St. 
Thomas take precedence over all 
others, whether for training young 
minds or for leading minds already 
educated, to penetrate truth. His 
teaching is in harmony with divine 
revelation and singularly effective in 
establishing the certainty of the faith, 
and for gathering fruits of true prog- 
ress. 

Leo XIII’s warning not to depart 
from the wisdom of St. Thomas is 
still effective. There is hardly a ques- 
tion of modern thought that would 
not be clarified by applying to it prin- 
ciples expressed by St. Thomas. The 
study of scientific problems does not 
contradict the certain principles of 
the philosophia perennis (perennial 
philosophy) but receives from them 
a light more lasting and intense than 
the philosophers themselves could 
have foreseen. 

Three special problems of modern 
physics which concern the inner struc- 
ture of matter are subject of this ad- 
dress. 

1. The success of mechanistic the- 
ories with the macrocosm led to be- 
lief that the microcosm also might be 
interpreted along the same lines. But 
as experiment followed experiment, 
the theory was found more and more 
inadequate. 
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Scientific research has brought mod- 
ern thought to the threshold of the 
only philosophy that provides reason- 
able interpretations of the results ob- 
tained by experiments. The basic 
principles of that philosophy are not 
in opposition to the needs of modern 
thought. 

The philosophia perennis affirms 
that there exists in a material body 
a unifying principle. The theory of 
matter and form, of potency and act, 
can illuminate the requirements of 
modern science with a light which 
closely agrees with the results of ex- 
perimentation. Philosophy cannot say 
what the smallest system is that must 
be considered unitary, but affirms that 
such a system must certainly exist and 
that the more basic an entity is, the 
more the action of each of its ele- 
ments must be unitary. 

2. Thomistic philosophy also opens 
way to truth between the excesses of 
mechanistic determinism and those of 
probabalistic indeterminism. The phi- 
losophia perennis admits the existence 
of active intrinsic principles in the 
nature of bodies whose elements react 
differently and whose effects cannot 
be determined in a univocal fashion 
nor be foreseen by experimental 
knowledge of exterior conditions alone. 
But these active principles of a mate- 
rial nature have their internal way of 
acting, deprived of all freedom and 
therefore of all probability, subject as 
they are to a true intrinsic deter- 
minism. 


3. The third problem of the address 
pertains to relationship between mat- 
ter and energy. The characteristic 
properties of energy are three: quan- 
titative persistence, a multiple variety 
of aspects, and an absolute depend- 
ence on a relationship with a mate- 
rial substance. 


Experiments in this century have 
given apparently contradictory results 
where the law of the conservation of 
matter and the law of the conserva- 
tion of energy are concerned. In nu- 
clear reactions a certain amount of 
mass is found to be missing, and cor- 
responding amounts of energy appear 
in accordance with the formula 
E —Mc?. (This is the basis for nu- 
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clear energy, which can be great boon 
to mankind if men’s hearts are right). 

But this does not yet permit any- 
one to say that matter is changed 
into energy. Let us consider the phe- 
nomena from viewpoint of philosophy. 
It is not absolutely necessary for a 
material entity to have inertia and 
gravitation. Matter can exist without 
these characteristics. And, energy ap- 
pears as an “accident”, not as a “sub- 
stance”. If this is true of energy, then 
energy cannot change itself into its 
support, namely into matter. 

One can conclude that there exist 
in nature phenomena in which a por- 
tion of matter loses mass and radical- 
ly modifies itself in its physical prop- 
erties while remaining wholly matter. 
The new state escapes the experi- 
mental methods that have been used 
to determine the value of the mass. 
Correlative with this change, a cer- 
tain amount of energy frees itself and 
appears, giving origin to facts which 
one can observe and measure. Thus 
the data of science undergoes no 
change and the philosophic premises 
preserve their vigor. 

Philosophers should deepen their un- 
derstanding of scientific progress; 
otherwise they cannot make worth- 
while interpretation in the name of 
the philosophia perennis. Branches of 
knowledge may be different and inde- 
pendent, but they should not be ig- 
norant of each other. Only by mutual 
understanding and cooperation can 
there arise a great edifice of human 
knowledge in harmony with the higher 
light of divine wisdom. (pp. 217-225) 
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205. The European-American Associa- 
tions—Aid to Better Understanding. (Des 
efforts) Sept. 18, 1955. Address of Pope 
Pius XII to Delegates to the Fifth An- 
nual Convention of the Congress of Eu- 
ropean-American Associations. 
Key Topics 
International 


cooperation; Travel; 


Cultural relations; Information; Moral 
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and spiritual; Materialism; Human 
solidarity; Man; Church. 
Digest 


Importance of friendly understand- 
ing among peoples themselves as sta- 
ble basis for any plan to bind nations 
together. Congress of European- 
American Associations was formed to 
coordinate work of various member 
organizations and thus promote and 
maintain good relations between Eu- 
rope and America. It seeks to promote 
better mutual understanding by cor- 





recting misinformation, thus combat- | 


ting prejudice. 
Travel and cultural relations help 
cultivate respect for each nation’s 


characteristic traits. Exchange of in- | 


formation another aid. 


But simple desire for knowledge or | 
material advantages not enough; must | 
go back to moral and spiritual assump- | 


tions. Hope that material aid given by | 


America to Europe heralds dawn of 

higher concept of man and society. 
Western civilization must not find 

its ideal in comfort but must dedicate 


itself to liberating those spiritual val- | 


ues so bitterly opposed in many mod- 
ern institutions. Action must be taken 
in all levels of the social structure— 
family, places of employment and 
amusement, political and cultural or- 
ganizations. Basic Christian truths 
constitute the force best able to ac- 
complish the goal. 

This organization should single out 
influences which are truly constructive 
and useful to moral and _ spiritual 
progress of peoples in both places. 
Man must be made aware of himself 


in his transcendent destiny, individual | 


and social, and of his responsibilities 
as creature made in God’s image. 

Church welcomes this good will and 
zeal dedicated to an objective she has 
made her own. (pp. 231-234) 
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Sept! 23, 1955. Address of Pope Pius XII 


Romano 


| 
| 








291 


to Delegates Attending Convention of 
the Federation of Italian Tobacconists. 


Key Topics 


Trades and_ professions; Associa- 
tions and federations; Society; Reli- 
gion; Family; Christian life; Tobac- 
conist. 


Digest 


The tobacco shop occupies an im- 
portant place in nation. Professional 
associations and federations an aid in 
solving technical, economic and social 
questions. 

Should also inspire members with 
lively spirit of responsibility to the 
nation. Should be proud to perpetuate 
religious and family traditions so vital 
to peace, well-being and progress of 
nation. 

Must also remember mission as 
Christian. Should be Christ’s fellow- 
worker and help spread true message 
of salvation. (pp. 279-281) 


Bibliography 


Italian text: Osservatore Romano 
(Sept. 24, 1955); English tr.: THE 
Pope SPEAKS (Autumn 1955), v. 2, 
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207. Dietetics and the Nation’s Health. 
(Nous avons) Sept. 25, 1955. Address of 
Pope Pius XII to specialists in the 
fields of dietetics and nutrition. 


Key Topics 


Dietetics; Food; Science; Educa- 
tion; Public opinion; Old age; Youth; 
Sickness and suffering; Psychology; 
Soul and body; Medicine; Temporal 
and eternal. 


Digest 


Systematic development of science 
of nutrition in last 50 years. Knowl- 
edge of body’s needs and chemical 
coutent of food enables scientist to 
plan the suitable diet for different 
ages, climates and illnesses. Exchange 
of information in this “study week” 
should help in impressing on the med- 
ical world and the public mind the 
individual and social importance of 
dietetics. 
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Half the population of western Eu- 
rope does not enjoy fully satisfactory 
diet. Remedy will come chiefly through 
social and economic measures; but 
studies and exchange of information 
can be profound stimulant. 

Food deficits involve lack of protec- 
tive elements (e.g. salts, vitamins) 
rather than inadequate supply of in- 
expensive foods. True remedy would 
be to reeducate people on processing 
methods. Because of consumer resist- 
ance, however, (e.g. to dark bread), 
resort is made to artificial enrichment, 
which, though necessary in exceptional 
circumstances, can be dangerous. An 
enlightened public opinion which 
would lead producers to improve qual- 
ity and consumers to improve diet 
would be preferable. 

Dietetics make important contri- 
bution to study of problems of old 
age. Problems of infantile diabetes 
need special study and children thus 
affected need special care. One hos- 
pital for example tries to create milieu 
as near as possible to everyday life 
of an educational institution. This 
results in a psychological balance pre- 
viously unknown. 

Healthy body sought so it can bet- 
ter serve the higher activity of the 
spirit. Modern medicine must use its 
achievements for mankind’s true spir- 
itual progress. In addition to earthly 
nourishment there is a more precious 
spiritual food which alone can give 
men immortality. (pp. 275-278) 
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